
Parent Council Virtual Meeting - 29th March 2022 

Present – Sonia Gerrie, Amanda Buchan, Lisa Nicoll, Miss Inkson, Miss Smith, Alison Barclay, Wendy 
Fettes, Donna Shepherd, Pupil Representatives form P6/7  
 
Apologies – Ashley Inglis 
 
Agenda  

 Pen Licence 

 Wellbeing Ambassadors 

 Banking Update 

 Easter Fundraising Activity 

 Newmill Association link 

 AOB – Bikeability, P7 Hoodies, Cross Country 

 Next Meeting  
 
 
Pencil Licence 
 
Miss Inkson has led an enquiry using the Pen Licence intervention to improve handwriting & 
presentation of work at Newmill Primary School.  Miss Inkson was joined by pupils from class P6/7 to 
present the outcome & pupil views of the intervention.  Powerpoint slides are attached below.   
 
Pupils, teachers, and parents have reported that the Pen Licence has had a positive impact on 
handwriting and presentation.  Pupils have responded well to this and challenged themselves to 
achieve the bronze, silver, and gold licences.  The awards are made based on evidence of 
improvement of presentation and effort.  To keep the Pen Licence running pupils have put forward a 
request to Parent Council to fund the pens used in class.  
 
Action – The cost and decision to fund will be put forward to all parents in a vote on Microsoft Forms 
via school email.   
 
Wellbeing Ambassadors 
 
Pupils from P6/7 shared the newly developed leadership opportunity open to all P4-6 pupils. The 
pupils explained how the role was developed as part of a block of Health and Wellbeing lessons. The 
children in P6/7 set the criteria for the role and made the application forms. There will be many 
leadership opportunities as part of the Wellbeing Ambassador role including: buddy, playmaker 
leader, library helper, Lego club assistant. Other roles will be developed once the leaders have been 
appointed. Mrs Wright and P7 will be conducting interviews during the first week back. Learners also 
shared their latest idea following a Philosophy lesson on the ‘Lost art of letter writing’. They 
connected letter writing with older generations and wanted to set up a connection with a care home 
to keep the fun of writing and receiving letters alive. Parents present then wondered about 
connecting with elderly residents in the local area too. The P6/7 class will start with care homes and 
RS will send a Microsoft form with an option to nominate a community member who may benefit 
form a letter, card or piece of artwork from the school to brighten their day. Miss Smith explained 
how much learners enjoyed the cards received from community members, at Christmas. It provided 
clear evidence of the impact of their kind words and actions. Mrs Wright and P6/7 will develop this.    
 
 
 



Banking Update  
 
Donna Shepherd, Alison Barclay and Amanda Buchan should now be signatories on old account.  
Alison Barclay is to check up on this during the holidays if possible.   
 
When this has been confirmed there will be a switch made to a new account at the Clydesdale bank.  
At this point the accounts will be accessible online by the signatories of the new account – Alison 
Barclay, Stuart Minnis and Donna Shepherd.  This will make the account more accessible to the 
parent council.  Having a branch in Keith is also beneficial for cash transactions. 
 
Consensus during meeting that it should be noted in the constitution or in another document that 
the address of the Parent Council bank account should always remain at Newmill Primary School.   
 
Action – Stuart to send photo ID to Alison.  Alison oversees the switch to new account. Donna to 
follow up on banking procedure documentation. 
 
Easter Hunt 
 
Ashley Inglis has organised an Easter Hunt in the village & sourced prizes.  Proceeds from this will be 
donated to the parent council fund.  The event will run during the Easter holidays. Answer sheets are 
to be made available at the school, playgroup and Newmill shop for £1.   
 
Newmill Community Association 
 
George Gartly has approached PC with the offer of help and support for future funding requests in 
the village.  It is hoped that a meeting will take place soon to find out more.  Donna to arrange 
meeting with representatives from the school, nursery, and community. 
 
AOB 
 
Opportunities for Bikeability were discussed.  
 
P7 Hoodies - It was agreed by parental vote that P7 hoodies to be funded by PC this year.  Miss 
Smith to forward cost to treasurer. 
 
Active Schools Cross Country 
 
As the first event representing Newmill Primary School since covid, it is important for PC to hear 
feedback from parents.  Thank you to those parents who have already been in touch.  This is an 
Active Schools event which takes place at the weekend rather than during school time.  For 
considerations to be made on how to best approach this event in future, the PC would welcome any 
feedback or suggestions.   
 
 

Next Meeting- Tuesday 3rd May at 6pm. 
 Transition event and PC Involvement. 

 Update from Newmill Community Association meeting. 

 Banking 

 Summer term events including sports day arrangements and Ice Cream van. Alison to 
contact before the meeting for estimate cost and availability. 

 



 
 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 


