Literary Terms Revision

You should ensure you know the following, and add to this list during the course to create a revision sheet:

· METAPHOR = Saying something is something else e.g. ‘her eyes were sparkling diamonds’

· SIMILE = Comparing using “like” or “as” e.g. ‘Her ayes were like diamonds’

· PERSONIFICATION = Giving a non-living object human qualities e.g. ‘the chair groaned as he sat down’

· ONOMATOPOEIA = Words that sound like their meaning e.g. ‘bang’, ‘snap’, ‘click’

· ALLITERATION = Repetition of consonantal sounds e.g. ‘Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers’

· ASSONANCE = Repetition of vocalic (vowel) sounds

· SYMBOLISM = Representing ideas or themes

· OXYMORON = Two opposing words linked together (often shows confusion)

· PARADOX = Two contrasting ideas

· ENJAMBEMENT = Run on line, speeds up rhythm

· HYPERBOLE = Exaggeration for dramatic effect

· JUXTAPOSITION = Put side by side to create an effect, such as contrast

· IRONY = Saying the opposite of what is meant for humorous effect or a twist of fate in events – such as an occurrence of unexpected coincidence

· THEME = Central idea or issue running through text

· TONE = Way in which something is said e.g. humorous, cynical, critical

· IMAGERY = Pictures produced in reader’s mind by words used

· FLASHBACK = A writer leaves the plot of a story to go back into past

