Quotations from “The Veldt” 

“The house is wife and mother now and nursemaid.”
“Maybe I don’t have enough to do.  Maybe I have time to think too much.”
George says:  “But nothing’s too good for our children,”
“George Hadley was filled with admiration for the mechanical genius who had conceived this room.”

 George says: “That’s just it. I feel I don’t belong here. This house is wife and mother now and nursemaid. Can I compete with an African Veldt? Can I give a bath as efficiently or quickly as the automatic scrub bath can? I cannot.”
“They were awfully young, Wendy and Peter, for death thoughts.” 
Foreshadowing:

“A moment later they heard the screams. Two screams. Two people screaming from downstairs. And then the roar of lions.”
 “Did you hear that scream?”

“It seemed that, at a distance, for the past month, he had heard lions roaring, and smelled their strong odour seeping as far away as his study door.”

The wallet found in the room - “There were drops of saliva on it, it had been chewed, and there were blood smears on both sides.”

“He bent and picked up a bloody scarf.”
“A shadow flickered over Mr MacLean’s hot face.  Many shadows flickered.  The vultures were dropping down the blazing sky.”
Similes: 

“That sun.  He could feel it on his neck like a hot paw.”

“the smell of dust like a red paprika in the hot air”

“It felt like a mechanical cemetery.”

Personification:
“this house which clothed and fed and rocked them to sleep and played and sang and was good to them.”

“I don’t imagine the room will like being turned off.”

“I don’t imagine the room will like being turned off.”

“Nothing ever likes to die – even a room.”

Irony

“The Happylife Home”

Mother’s reply about switching the nursery back on – “Oh George, said the wife, “it can’t hurt.”
 “I wouldn’t want the nursery locked up,” said Peter coldly.  “Ever.”
Peter’s reaction towards his father – “I wish you were dead”. 

Father to Peter - “We were, for a long while. Now we’re really going to start living. Instead of being handled and massaged, we are going to live”
“The two children were in hysterics. They screamed and pranced and threw things.  They yelled and sobbed and swore and jumped at the furniture.”

David MacLean - “You’ve let this room and this house replace you and your wife in your children’s affections.  This room is their mother and father, far more important that their real parents.”

Father - “They treat us as if we were offspring.”
David MacLean - “Everything. Where before they had a Santa Claus now they have a Scrooge.  Children prefer Santas.”

Father - “We’ve given the children everything they ever wanted.  Is this our reward – secrecy, disobedience?”
Father - “What prompted us to buy a nightmare?”  “Pride, money, foolishness.”
“the two children seated in the centre of the open glade eating a little picnic lunch.”
Symbolism

“A smell of cats in the night air”

“They were awfully young, Peter and Wendy, for death thoughts.”

“Filthy creatures,” he heard his wife say.

“The vultures.”

He bent down and picked up a bloody scarf. “This yours?”

“No.” George Hadley’s face was rigid. “It belongs to Lydia.”

“You know how difficult Peter is about that. When I punished him a month ago by locking the nursery for even a few hours – the tantrum he threw! And Wendy too. They live for the nursery.”

Setting:

“They stood on the thatched floor of the nursery.”

“Presently an African Veldt appeared, in three dimensions, on all sides, in colour, reproduced to the final pebble and a bit of straw.”
“The hot straw smell of lion grass, the cool green smell of the hidden water hole, the great rusty smell of animals, the smell of dust like red paprika in the hot air.”

Characters
George- “What would a psychologist want with a nursery?”

Peter- “I don’t remember any Africa, said Peter to Wendy. Do you?”

Lydia- In reply to Peter, “No!” 

