The Effects of A Christmas Carol
Every story has a moral, a pointed lesson about life, good and evil but A Christmas Carol goes far beyond that.  The story asks for the overnight transformation, a wakeup call for the stingy and bitter to become generous materially and emotionally.

You will not be surprised to learn that A Christmas Carol had a profound effect on many.  Below are a couple of examples of what some have done in response to the text:

1.) According to a 19th century account, an American business owner took A Christmas Carol quite literally.  After hearing the story for the first time on Christmas Eve, he proceeded to shut down his factory the next day, giving his employees the day off.  In subsequent years, he sweetened the deal: not only did he close the factory doors on Christmas day, but he also distributed free turkeys to all his workers.

2.) Early in the 20th century, the queen of Norway was said to know the story by heart.  She sent gifts to disabled children throughout London with a note attached: “With Tiny Tim’s Love.”

Homework:  Write an essay with the title “If I were given a second chance”.  
Think about an event in your life which you would like to do differently.  If you can not think of anything make something up!  You must write this in first person.  You can type or write this.  It must be at least a page.  

Include:

· Explain fully what happened and why if applicable

· Explain how you/others felt at the time

· Explain why you wish you had done something differently/changed the way you reacted

· Explain what you would have done differently

· Explain what effect this would have had on you/others
· Explain why it is so important to think carefully before acting/making a decision

· Explain what you learnt from this experience

· You can include any other areas you wish to.
