National 5 Practice Critical Essay Questions

‘The Veld’
1. Choose a short story in which suspense or tension is created.

Show how this suspense or tension is built up and what effect it has on your appreciation of the short story.

2. Choose a novel or short story which has an incident or moment of great tension.
Describe briefly what happens at this point in the story and go on to show how it is important to the outcome of the story as a whole.

3. Choose a novel or short story which deals with family life.

Show how the relationships within the family affect the events and outcome of the story.

4. Choose a prose text (fiction or non-fiction) in which a society or a person or a culture or a setting is effectively portrayed.

Show how the writer’s presentation of the subject makes an impact on you, and helps you to understand the subject in greater depth.

5. Choose a novel or short story in which a character is in conflict with his or her friends, relatives or society.

Show how the conflict arises and what effect it has on the character’s fate in the novel or short story as a whole.

‘Macbeth’

1. Choose a play in which at least one of the main characters is female.

Show what important contribution the female character you have chosen makes to the action of the play.

2. Choose a play in which a character hides the truth from other characters in the play.

State what the character hides and show how the revealing of the truth affects the outcome of the play.

3. Choose a play which has a tragic ending.

Show how the ending of the play results from the strengths and/or weaknesses of the main character(s).

4. Choose a play in which a main character’s actions have a significant effect on the rest of the play.

Show how this character’s actions have affected the other characters and/or the outcome of the play.

5. Choose a scene from a play in which suspense or tension is built up.

Show how this suspense or tension is built up and what effect this scene has on the play as a whole.

The Sandman’
1. Choose a film which is an example of a specific genre such as horror, romance, action or comedy.

Explain how the film makers have used the features of the genre to create a successful

film.
2. Choose a film or TV drama* in which the main character is an individual for whom we feel sympathy.

Show how media techniques are used to portray the character in such a way that we feel sympathy.

3. Choose a scene or sequence from a film or TV drama* which is particularly dramatic.

Describe what happens in the scene or sequence, explaining how the film or programme makers effectively use techniques to create drama.

4. Choose a film or TV drama* in which there is a character who poses a threat to the main character.

Show how media techniques are used to portray the character in such a way that the

audience reacts against him/her and sees the threat which he/she poses.

5. Choose a scene or sequence from a film or TV drama* in which an atmosphere of

mystery, or horror, or suspense is created.

Describe what happens in the scene or sequence, explaining how the techniques used

by the film or programme makers create this atmosphere.

6. Choose a film or TV drama* which has a character who could be described as a hero or as a villain.

Explain how the character is introduced and then developed throughout the film or

TV drama.
