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30 April 2021
Dear Parent/Carer

You may be aware of the rise in positive Covid-19 cases across Moray which is having an increasing impact on the delivery of Education in a number of schools with pupils and staff self-isolating.  Many of the positive cases do not have any symptoms, therefore we are encouraging the continued use of lateral flow tests on a Sunday and Wednesday morning in order to detect positive cases quickly and deal with these quickly.

This is a critical time for our Senior Phase students who are undertaking formal assessments in order to support the process to award provisional grades.  The increase in positive cases has meant that we have a growing number of secondary students and their teachers self-isolating and although we automatically revert to remote learning, we would prefer our young people to be in school at this time after an extended period of lockdown.

We totally understand that young people are finding the current measures challenging however they are in place to protect them and the wider population.  Now, more than ever it is vital that expectations are adhered to and so we remind you of the following:

· Secondary pupils bring face coverings to school and wear them at all times

· Regular hand sanitising and handwashing 

· Young people and staff are undertaking lateral flow tests on a Sunday and Wednesday (preferably morning, given the rise in cases) – Please inform the school of any positive results
· Adherence to physical distancing when staff and secondary pupils are out of school

Out of school, expectations are:

· Indoor socialising with those outside your household in private homes is still not permitted (this includes sleepovers)

· Six people from up to six households may meet outdoors

· Large gatherings continue to be discouraged unless for life events e.g. weddings, funerals and receptions which increase to 50

If your child has been asked to self-isolate as they are a close contact or a confirmed Covid-19 case, we ask that they:

· Remain at home and do not mix with other young people at this time.  This is key to stop the spread of Covid-19.

· Please inform the school office if asked to self-isolate.

Covid-19 has key symptoms i.e. loss of taste or smell, continuous cough, high temperature however we are also aware of wider symptoms including runny nose, sore throat, headache and flu like symptoms.  

We know that this is a challenging time for young people who have had to endure, along with us all, an extended period of lockdown however we are aware that some young people are meeting in large groups and are not always following the advice of Public Health in relation to self-isolation.  As we approach the May Day weekend we once again seek your support at a time when Moray is the second highest local authority in terms of positive cases.  Unless we stem the rise in positive cases, we may not be able to move from level 3 in the middle of May.

Thank you to all of you for your support at this time and we hope you are able to safely enjoy the holiday weekend and that with your encouragement, young people are aware of the impact of their actions and behaviours in the community.

Yours sincerely
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