The Deer Drive – A Significant Moment

(See associated slide)
Duror’s Motives
‘a conscious surrender to evil’

To drive Calum insane and thus have him expelled from the wood:

‘The cone-gathererers would have to obey: and surely the dwarf, who slobbered over a rabbit’s broken legs, must be driven by the sight of a butchered deer into a drivelling obscenity.’

To be freed from the torment caused within him by Calum’s presence:

‘That dismissal might be his own liberation’

Duror uses his position to influence LRC against her own better judgement.

Delivering The Message
· Duror’s motive to include the brothers in the deer hunt is so that Calum will suffer when he see’s the deer’s being killed. He also hopes that Calum will disgrace himself and his brother in front of Lady Runcie Campbell, who will then banish them from her woods.
· Suspense is created as Duror approaches the brothers. This part of the narrative is told from the perspective of Calum and Neil in the tree.  Calum is the first to notice him, and then they keep catching glimpses of him as he gets closer (p55/56)    
· They hear the “scrapes and thumps” of his boots as he climbs the ladder. 
· “A branch cracked suddenly.” Duror then climbs slower finally stopping to the brother’s curiosity, the long pause causes uncertainty and tension. 
·  The narrative then shifts to Duror’s perspective as he is overcome with fear.  Duror finds he is afraid of heights and is humiliated that Calum can do something that he can’t. The brothers are oblivious to his humiliation.  Images of trees are used to convey his defeat:
· “His triumph had become a handful of withered leaves.”
· “He was like a tree still straight, still showing green leaves; but underground death was creeping along the roots.”
· Duror’s sense of his own insignificance is intensified as he realises on seeing an insect ‘that this transitory creature was happier than he and infinitely more at home.’
· Calum reacts to Duror like an animal would. His instincts tell him to fear Duror.  ‘He became like an animal in danger … He began to whimper, and tilting over in a panicky attempt to hide from that distant scrutiny… he still whimpered and cowered like a dog in the presence of someone who has been cruel to it.’
· He climbs lower to be closer to his brother, his brother protects him. 
· “Calum kept shivering.”
·   Neil is outraged when he hears Duror’s message. He doesn’t want his brother to be subjected to such cruelty. 
· He feels betrayed by Mr Tulloch for agreeing to Lady Runcie Campbell’s demand.
· He does not see why Lady Runcie Campbell can treat them like “dogs” ordering them to take part when there job is to collect cones.  His socialist beliefs are revealed in his expressions of injustice:
·  “We’re free men, we’re not at her beck and call….Does she think she can treat us like dirt one day, and the next order us about?”

The Drive

The Deer Drive itself is presented as a military campaingn.  The language of pp. 67 – 69 reflects this as all the participants are described as ‘subordinates, commando, lieutenant, enemy etc.’ whislt their actions are referred to as ‘disposed the forces, shouting encouragement to captured comrades etc.’  This intensifies the expectation of iminent violence and continues the theme of war which pervades the novel.

The episode opens with Duror waking up from a nightmare (he has been having a quick nap) and appearing before the others in a completely dishevelled way. During Duror’s dream sequence he takes his wife into the garden and there is description of a sunny, happy, pleasant & tranquil scene which promptly darkens and is invaded by thrushes who attack his wife. This could be seen in many ways, literally as Duror had a nightmare which gets to him and causes his reactions on the deer drive & the way he stabs the deer to death. It could also be seen as a manifestation of Duror's mental breakdown throughout the course of the novel. The garden, which could be seen as the forest that Duror sees as his sanctuary or haven is invaded by the birds which are always connected to Calum and could be seen metophorically as Calum arriving and corrupting the dream garden, at which point they attack Duror's wife and, indirectly, Duror himself. This could be seen as Duror feeling that it's Calums fault his wife is how she is and how his 'sanctuary' is being destroyed
The characters who take part in the deer drive are all startled as Duror appears unshaven & bedraggled and shouting about Peggy, his speech is slurred as if drunk: ‘they saw Duror rise up with his hand at his head and stagger about as if he was drunk or had just wakened from a nightmare … his bleary anxious unshavenness was so unlike his customary smooth inscrutability.’  At first they believe he is just ill.  He is in fact both physically and psychologically fragile and vulnerable.

Throughout the drive Calum is emotionally distraught.  He is out of the trees and is physically unable to keep up or cope with the terrain.  Once again he identifies with the innocent ie. the deer:  ‘Calum no longer was one of the beaters; he too was a deer hunted by remorseless men.  Moaning and gasping, he fled after them, with no hope of saving them from slaughter but with the impulse to share it with them.’
The Kill

This is an intensely dramatic, violent and disturbing scene which brings Duror’s fragility out into the public domain.  It also highlights once again Calum’s identification with nature and his compassion for the innocent.

Starts p68 “The dogs barked fiercely....                                                                                             Ends p72 “...sprang on him again, savage and over-powering as a tiger.        

The tempo of the passage has picked up – building up to a crescendo at the point of the kill. This increase in pace is aided by the powerful dramatic language the author employs during the final phase of the drive.

Also noteworthy is the lack of descriptive language to do with scenery and emotion in this section, such space is devoted to sharp action sentences.

Eg. “...Calum was quite close to them as, silent, desperate, and heroic, they sprang forward to die or escape” (p69)

“Instead, with wails of lament, he dashed on at demented speed and shot out onto the broad green ride to hear a deer screaming...” (p69)

“Terrified more than ever, it dragged him about with it in its mortal agony. Its blood came off onto his face and hands” (p69)                        

“Rushing upon the stricken deer and the frantic hunchback, he threw the latter off with furious force, and then, seizing the former’s head with one hand cut its throat savagely with the other.” (p69)                    

This scene brings out some of the essence of perhaps the two main characters; Calum’s dramatic affinity with nature and animals, and Duror’s broken state of mind 

Eg. “Screaming in sympathy, heedless of the danger of being shot, Calum flung himself up on the deer, clasped it round the neck, and tried to comfort it.” (p69)

It also suggests that Duror in so savagely attacking the deer was trying to exorcise his own demons in the form of murdering Peggy.  ‘He seemed to be laughing in some kind of berserk joy… Duror had the appearance of a drunk man, unshaven, slack-mouthed, mumbling, rather glaikit.’  He then asks ‘What’s happened to Peggy?’  His reaction to finding out that she is fine suggests a deep desolation within him: ‘The misery, so miraculously shed that afternoon by the lilypond, sprang on him again, savage and overpowering as a tiger.’

Duror’s Epiphany

This scene marks an important turning point in Duror’s submission to evil.

Ironically, although Duror has been successful in exposing and torturing Calum, he now changes his intentions and attempts to prevent Calum from being banished.  He recognises that ‘the hunchback in some dreadful way had become associated with him in fact had bicome necessary to him.’  

This leads him to develop an even more evil plan, one which foreshadows the tragic ending of the novel: ‘His going thereforemust be a destruction, an agony, a crucifixion.’

“Again he threw a glance of hatred at the little cone-gatherer...but the face was mild, peaceful, and beautiful.  He knew too...over-powering as a tiger.”

Duror realises why exactly Calum causes him such mental torture; “For many years his life had been stunted, misshapen, obscene, and hideous; and this misbegotten creature was its personification”

Perspective of Others

Tulloch adopts the role of Chorus – he comments on the action without judging.  He is also presented as a Pilate type figure when he states ‘I saw what happened; and I find no fault in them’.  He wants to stand up for justice and challenge LRC’s desire to banish Calum and Neil but recognises his subordinate position and how his own status can be lost.

Roderick challenges his mother’s views in public nd embarrases her by repeating her previous advice to him: ‘You told me yourself … never to be quiet if I saw injustice being done.’  Again this puts her in an awkward position and reveals her true Christian conscience which is in tension with her status as aristocrat’s wife.

Graham reveals the general perception others now have of Duror’s personality and behaviour when LRC orders him to remove the deer by calling it a ‘beast’: ‘Graham glanced at deer and keeper.  Which beast. your ladyship? he wanted to ask.’  The connotations of ‘beast’ are clearly appropriate to Duror at this point.l

