Setting – The Wood

What it represents to each of the central characters

Calum 

· Hated by Duror but he envies his purity and innocence and how at peace he is with nature
· He is portrayed as part animal himself 'composed of angel & ape'

· At one with nature

· Likes the hut he and his brother stay in – carves simple animals
· Very skilled in trees & leads his brother, different on ground where he stumbles and his disability has a profound effect on his life
· (p4)'better than any of them' at climbing: ‘with consummate confidence and grace he began the descent through the inner night of the great tree’
· Feels safe in the tree and closer to his mother(p2)

· Tries to release the rabbit cannot bring himself to kill it

· He is freed from his disability in the trees; he is liberated from his deformities
· 'in it he was as indigenous as squirrel or bird'

· He feels safe with the wildlife and they feel safe around him

· Calum cannot comprehend the suffering which takes place within the wood

Neil McPhie

· Seems slightly embittered towards the whole of it. Pg1, “…gazed at the great house with calm yet bitter intentness and anticipation…”. 
· Resentful towards LRC and belittled as the living conditions are very poor. Pg 3, “…don’t we live in a box fit for monkeys?”, “Yonder’s a house with fifty rooms”. It is probable that he is unaware of the reason they don’t live in the beach hut is due to Duror. Pg40, “She would have given the cone-gatherers the beach hut, if Duror had not dissuaded her…”. 
· Experiences the woods as a prison of sorts. Pg7. “I don’t like it here as much as you seem to. I’d far rather be back at Ardmore, cutting the bracken or clearing the drains”. Pg8. “He hated these cones, which kept them prisoners in this wood just as the snare held the rabbit”.
· Maybe feels some anger and resent towards the war as it is the only reason he is to gather cones. The war is in a way binding him to the forest. Tends to feel trivialised by the war as much more devastating things are happening and he is merely just gathering cones. Pg7. “Haven’t I told you, hundreds of times, there’s a war. Men and women and children too, at this very minute, are having their legs blown away and their faces blown off them”.
· He also spends a lot of time brooding. Pg2. “He just sat, motionless and silent; and his brother, accustomed to these trances, waited in sympathy…”.
· The forest takes away an element of his authority and independence that he has over Calum. Pg5. “Alone Neil would have been in trouble: he was dependant on his brother as if he was blind…”.
· Wood is a place of oppression.
Duror
“He could have named, item by item, leaf by fruit and branch, the overspreading tree of revulsion in him” – comparison between him and the wood

“the wood had always been his stronghold and sanctuary…” – his connection to the wood, a place of safety where he can find peace, a spiritual place which has been ‘defiled’ by the presence of the brothers.
“Here was a work of nature, living in the way ordained” – he likes the wood because its simple, natural and the way it should be.

‘But now the wood was invaded and defiled; its cleansing and reviving virtues were gone’- his sanctuary has been corrupted by the presence of Neil and Calum
He is master of the wood; he keeps it in order and clears it of ‘vermin’

He is unable to cope when he is taken out of his domain on the ground and climbs the tree to talk to the brothers – ‘his triumph was become a handful of withered leaves … he was like a tree still straight, still showing green leaves; but underground death was creeping along the roots’
It is a place to hide and remain in the darkness; Duror can brood on his ill fortune here and plot his revenge on Calum

Lady Runcie-Campbell
· She admires the forest especially the silver birch trees which she bans the cone gatherers from; she is possessive
· She feels there is a certain aspect of danger in the woods for her children, especially Roderick as he admired the cone gatherers

· ‘It seemed that she must be warning him against greater dangers than spraining his ankle over a root’ p155
· She appreciates the beauty of the forest unlike most people.  She gets uneasy when Duror refers to the deer as vermin

· ‘Not all our enemies are ugly, cruel, savage, and beastly; some are beautiful and gentle’ p43

· The wood seems to symbolise her power, status and heritage

· The fact that the wood is being cut down to assist the war effort is a form of sacrifice by her

· Has a romantic view of the woods

· It is the source of her inner conflict and forces her to take responsibility in the absence of her husband

