Chapters 1–4

· We first meet Calum and Neil – learn that Calum is hunchbacked and that Neil has sacrificed his own happiness to care for his brother.
· Calum is very comfortable in nature and feels great compassion for animals.
· We learn that he has upset Duror the gamekeeper by releasing rabbits from snares.
· Duror wants the two brothers out of the wood and hates them – feels an obsessive sort of hatred towards Calum in particular because of his deformity.
· We learn that Duror’s wife Peggy is obese and bed-ridden – his domestic situation is desperately unhappy and goes some way to explaining his hatred towards Calum.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell is the estate owner and she asks Duror to organise a deer drive for her brother.
· Duror comes up with a plan to use the deer drive to his advantage – he will use the brothers as beaters. 

· Knowing that Calum will react adversely to witnessing the killing of deer, Duror hopes that this will make him act up in some way and lead to them being sent away from the estate.
Chapters 6–9

· Duror approaches the brothers about taking part in the deer hunt.
· He is embarrassed that he is not as able at tree climbing as Calum.
· Neil initially refuses to participate, saying that Lady Runcie-Campbell has no right to give them duties other than cone-gathering.
· Calum says he will try his best.
· Duror has a nightmare about his wife being attacked and is heard shouting out her name by the other estate staff.
· During the deer drive Calum runs out to try to protect the deer and throws himself onto a wounded one, trying to comfort it.
· Calum is covered in blood.
· Duror runs out and cuts the deer’s throat, which disturbs the shooting party.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell says that the brothers will have to go but her son, brother and Tulloch all defend them.
· The brothers visit Lendrick and everyone treats them with respect.
· This is in contrast to how the conscientious objectors are treated.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell takes Duror to the doctor in Lendrick but refuses to give Calum and Neil a lift home when her son Roderick suggests it.
· Duror is fine physically but the doctor says he is suffering mentally and emotionally.
· We learn that he was only married to Peggy for three years when she became ill.
· We also learn that Calum and Neil’s mother committed suicide shortly after the former was born.
Chapters 10–12

· Lady Runcie-Campbell visits Peggy out of a sense of obligation as a Christian and an aristocrat.
· Roderick sneaks out with cake to the woods to visit the cone-gatherers but doesn’t get that far because he observes Duror spying on them – he thinks Duror is evil.
· There is a huge storm, which is dangerous for Calum and Neil working in the forest.
· They decide to go to the estate family’s beach hut (which is more comfortable than the one they live in).
· The light a fire and Calum plays with an old doll of Sheila’s.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell and her children arrive and she is angry to find them there, sending them back out into the storm.
· Tulloch decides to replace the brothers with two conscientious objectors.
· Neil and Calum say they will work out the week but Neil says he will stay longer if Lady Runcie-Campbell apologises.
· Neil observes that she was more concerned about her dog’s welfare than theirs.
Chapters 13–16

· Roderick questions his mother’s behaviour towards the two brothers.
· She says he has to act more like someone of his class and background.
· Duror makes up a story about Calum behaving indecently with Sheila’s old doll.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell isn’t happy about having conscientious objectors on the estate as she views them as cowardly.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell thinks that Duror may be losing his mind.
· Roderick goes to the forest, climbs a high tree to try and emulate the brothers (whom he admires) but gets stuck.
· Lady Runcie-Campbell sends for Calum and Neil to come and help but Neil refuses unless she comes to ask them in person.
· When she gets near to where they are, she hears a gunshot.
· She sees Duror walking away and also sees Calum’s dead body hanging upside down in a tree, having been shot by him.
· She hears a further shot and realises Duror has committed suicide.
· The novel ends with her on her knees at the foot of the tree.
