Higher Prose Fiction Questions 2000 – onwards

Answers to questions on prose fiction should address relevantly the central concern(s)/theme(s) of the text(s) and be supported by reference to appropriate techniques of prose fiction such as:  characterisation, setting, key incident(s), narrative technique, symbolism, structure, climax, plot, atmosphere, dialogue, imagery…

2001

1. Choose a novel which explores the nature of evil.

Show how the writer’s exploration of the theme enhanced your understanding of evil.

2. Choose a novel or short story in which the method of narration makes a major contribution to its impact.


Describe the method of narration and explain why you feel it makes a major contribution to your appreciation of the text as a whole.

8. Choose a novel or short story which is set in the past.


Discuss to what extent, despite the distance in time, you were engaged by the actions and beliefs of one of the characters.

2000/2002?

9. Choose a novel or short story in which an element of mystery plays an important part.


Show how the development and resolution of the mystery contributed to your enjoyment of the text as a whole.

10. Choose a novel which you think has a definite turning point or decisive moment.


Explain briefly what happens at that point or moment and go on to explain why you think it is so important to the rest of the novel.

11. Choose a novel or short story in which humour plays an important part.


Explain how the humour is created and show how it made an important contribution to your enjoyment of the text as a whole.

12. Choose a novel or short story in which the main character faces a dilemma.

Outline briefly what the dilemma is and go on to discuss how the character’s reaction to it gives you a deeper understanding of the text as a whole.

13. Choose a novel which explores in an effective way a theme which is important to you.


Explain how the novelist introduces the theme and show to what extent she or he has effectively engaged your interest in it.
14. Choose a novel in which a main character is seen to grow or mature in the course of the story.


Show how the novelist engages your interest in the character and his or her development.

15. Choose a novel or a short story which has a particularly effective or arresting opening.


Referring in detail to the opening, discuss to what extent it provides a successful introduction to the text as a whole.

2003

5. Choose a novel which caused you to reconsider your views on an important human issue.

Explain what the issue is and go on to discuss how the writer made you reconsider your views.

6. Choose a novel or short story in which a conflict between two of the main characters is central to the story.

Explain how the conflict arises and go on to discuss in detail how the writer uses it to explore an important theme.

7. Choose a novel which you enjoyed because of the effectiveness of its ending.

Explain how the ending satisfies you and adds to your appreciation of the novel.

8. Choose a novel or a short story in which a technique (such as symbolism) is used by the author and is, in your view, vital to the success of the text.

Explain how the writer employs this technique and why, in your opinion it is so important to your appreciation of the text.

2004

5. Choose a novel in which your admiration for a particular character grows as the plot unfolds.

Explain briefly why your admiration increases and, in more detail, discuss how the writer achieves this.

6. Choose a novel or short story in which the writer’s use of setting in time and/or place has a significant part to play in your appreciation of the text as a whole.

Give the relevant details of the setting and then discuss fully why it has such significance.

7. Choose a novel which had such an impact on that that you still reflect upon its message.

Explain why the novel has had such an impact on you.

8. Choose a novel or short story which reaches a climax which you find dramatic or moving or disturbing.

Explain how the writer achieves the effect and discuss how it contributes to your appreciation of the text. 
2005

5. Choose a novel in which an incident reveals a flaw in a central character.

Explain how the incident reveals this flaw and go on to discuss the importance of the flaw in your understanding of the character.

6. Choose a novel or short story in which the writer’s method of narration (such as first person narrative, diary form, journal…) plays a significant part.

Explain briefly the method of narration and then discuss its importance to your appreciation of the text.

7. Choose a novel in which the story’s emotional twists ensure that your interest is held until the end.

Briefly explain how these twists involve you in the story and then discuss how they lead to a deeper appreciation of the text as a whole.

8. Choose a novel or short story in which the fate of a main character is important in conveying the writer’s theme.

Explain what you consider the theme to be and discuss how effectively the fate of the character conveys it.

2006

5. Choose a novel or short story in which a central character’s failure to understand the reality of his or her situation is an important feature of the text.
Explain how the writer makes you aware of this failure and show how it is important to your appreciation of the text as a whole.

6. Choose a novel, set in a different from your own, with a theme relevant to the world today.

Show how you are led to an appreciation of the theme’s continuing relevance, despite its setting in time.

7. Choose a novel or short story which you feel has a particularly well-chosen title.
Explain why you think the title helps you to appreciate the central idea(s) of the text.

8. Choose a novel in which a key incident involves rejection or disappointment or loss.

Describe briefly the key incident and assess its significance to the text as a whole.

2007

5. Choose a novel in which a character reaches a crisis point.

Explain briefly how this point is reached and go on to discuss how the character’s response to the situation extends your understanding of him/her.

6. Choose two short stories in which aspects of style contribute significantly to the exploration of theme.
Compare the ways in which stylistic features are used to create and maintain your interest in the central ideas of the texts.

7. Choose a novel with an ending which you found unexpected.
Explain briefly in what way the ending is unexpected and go on to discuss to what extent it is a satisfactory conclusion to the novel.

8. Choose a novel or short story in which one of the main characters is not in harmony with her/his society.

Describe the character’s situation and go on to discuss how it adds to your understanding of a central concern of the text.

2008

5. Choose a novel which explores the cruelty of human nature.
Show how the writer explores this theme and discuss how its exploration enhances your appreciation of the novel as a whole.

6. Choose a novel in which a confrontation between two characters is of central importance in the text.

Explain the circumstances of the confrontation and discuss its importance to your understanding of the novel as a whole.

7. Choose two short stories which you appreciated because of the surprising nature of their endings

Compare the techniques used in creating these surprising endings and discuss which ending you feel is more successful as a conclusion.

8. Choose a novel or short story which is set during a period of social or political change.
Discuss how important the writer’s evocation of the period adds to your appreciation of the text as a whole.

2009

5. Choose a novel or short story which deals with true love, unrequited love or love betrayed.

Discuss the writer’s exploration of the theme and show to what extent it conveys a powerful message about the nature of love.

6. Choose a novel or short story with a central character you consider to be heroic.

Show how the heroic qualities are revealed and discuss how this portrayal of the character enhances your understanding of the text as a whole.

7. Choose a novel in which the setting in time and/or place is a significant feature.

Show how the writer’s use of setting contributes to your understanding of character and theme.

8. Choose a novel in which there is an incident involving envy or rivalry or distrust.

Explain the nature of the incident and go on to discuss its importance to your understanding of the novel as a whole.

2010

5. Choose a novel or short story which features a relationship between two characters which is confrontational or corrosive.

Describe how the relationship is portrayed and discuss to what extent the nature of the relationship influences your understanding of the text as a whole.

6. Choose a novel in which the novelist makes use of more than one location.

Discuss how the use of different locations allows the novelist to develop the central concern(s) of the text.

7. Choose a novel in which a character experiences a moment of revelation.

Describe briefly what is revealed and discuss its significance to your understanding of character and/or theme.

8. Choose a novel in which a character seeks to escape from the constraints of his or her environment or situation.

Explain why the character feels the need to escape and show how his of her response to the situation illuminates a central concern of the text.

9. Choose two short stories whose openings are crafted to seize the reader’s attention.

Explain in detail how the impact of the openings is created and go on to evaluate which of the stories develops more successfully from its opening.
2011

1. Choose a novel in which friendship or love is put to the test.

Explain briefly how this situation arises and go on to discuss how the outcome of the test leads you to a greater understanding of the central concern(s) of the text.

2. Choose a novel in which a central character is flawed but remains an admirable figure.

Show how the writer makes you aware of these aspects of personality and discuss how this feature of characterisation enhances your appreciation of the text as a whole.

7.
Choose a novel or short story in which the writer explores feelings of rejection or isolation or alienation.

Explain how the writer makes you aware of these feelings and go on to show how this exploration enhances your appreciation of the text as a whole.

8.
Choose a novel in which the narrative point of view is a significant feature in your appreciation of the text.

Show how the writer’s use of this feature enhances your understanding of the central concern(s) of the text.

9.
Choose two short stories in which setting plays an important role in developing your understanding of character and/or theme

Which story, in your opinion, is more effective in developing your understanding?  Justify your choice by reference to the setting of both stories.
2012

5.
Choose a novel or short story which explores loss or futility or failure.
Discuss how the writer explores one of these ideas in a way you find effective.

6.
Choose a novel in which a main character refuses to accept advice or to conform to expectations.

Explain the circumstances of the refusal and discuss its importance to your understanding of the character in the novel as a whole.

7. Choose a novel in which a particular mood is dominant.

Explain how the novelist creates this mood and discuss how it contributes to your appreciation of the novel as a whole.

8. Choose a novel or short story in which there is a character who is not only realistic as a person but who has symbolic significance in the text as a whole.
Show how the writer makes you aware of both aspects of the character.

2013

5. Choose a novel in which envy or malice or cruelty plays a significant part.

Explain how the writer makes you aware of this aspect of the text and discuss how the writer’s exploration of it enhances your understanding of the text as a whole.

6. Choose a novel in which a character is influenced by a particular location or setting.

Explain  how the character is influenced by the location or setting and discuss how this enhances your understanding of the text as a whole.

7. Choose a novel or short story in which there is an act of kindness or of compassion.

Explain briefly the nature of the act and discuss its importance to your understanding of the text as a whole.

8. Choose a novel in which the death of a character clarifies an important theme in the text.

Show how this theme is explored in the novel as a whole and discuss how the death of the character clarifies the theme.

9. Choose two short stories in which a central character feels threatened or vulnerable.

Compare how this situation is presented in each story and discuss which story is more effective in arousing your sympathy for the central character.

