Higher English

Course Outline

This course is designed to improve and develop your skills in all aspects of English.  You will study and analyse texts in detail (fiction and non-fiction) both within the class and independently.  You will also develop your writing skills in a range of genres.  Group discussion and individual presentation will play an important part in your learning but are not assessed as part of the course.  The course contains two mandatory units.  This is a very demanding course and requires commitment.  All tasks must be completed and deadlines met.

Language Study

This unit aims to develop your language skills by focusing on two key areas: close reading and writing. 
The close reading element will extend your understanding of non-fiction passages (key ideas, meanings etc.), develop your ability to analyse the writer’s style (structure, word choice, imagery, tone etc.), and you will be invited to evaluate passages by citing evidence in support of your comments.  
In the writing element you will be given the opportunity to write in a variety of genres (creative & discursive) and to extend your skills (stylistically and technically).  Over the year you will build up a folio of pieces from which you will make your final selection for submission to the SQA.
Literary Study

This unit aims to develop your ability to analyse and evaluate literary texts.  You will study prose, drama and poetry and will be introduced to a range of critical concepts and terms.  You will also learn new skills in critical essay writing 
Assessment

The course has two assessment elements:
1. Internal

Each unit is assessed as indicated below.  These assessments will take place under controlled (examination) conditions within the class.  Your teacher will set dates for each unit assessment (NAB) and mark your scripts.  On successful completion your teacher will register unit and course passes with the SQA.  These are not class tests but a mandatory part of the course. These NABs do not contribute to your final grade but you must pass all units to gain certification for the course.

Unit






Internal Assessment
Language Study

Close Reading




NAB (1 passage: non-fiction)

Writing





NAB (1 piece: any genre)

Literary Study

Textual Analysis




NAB (1 passage)

2. External

The final grade for Higher English is determined by your performance in the external exam, set by the SQA at the end of the course, combined with the mark awarded for your writing folio.  The exam consists of two papers:

Paper 1: Close Reading                    (2 passages: non-fiction)             40%
Paper 2: Critical Essay                    (2 essays)                                   40%
Writing Folio                                   (2 pieces in different genres)    20%

Your final grade is based entirely on your performance in these elements.

