The Father’s Perception of Himself
· He blames himself for the situation, as there is no woman. This is show by the repetition of ‘Is it my fault?’

· He thinks it is his fault that the mother (woman) died, he feels guilty and doubtful.

· He doubts himself and his judgement; ‘perhaps…’, ‘maybe…’, ‘not believing’.

· ‘If I leave him alone he will break my heart anyway’  - he feels he has lost everything he could so in the end he is bound to lose, he feels he is playing a losing game. So he decides he might as well try to talk to his son.

· He feels he doesn’t do enough for his son and that he hasn’t tried hard enough, he blames himself for the son’s problems. ‘Perhaps I need to show him more love. Care for him more than I do.’

· He feels emasculated as there is no female presence he is trying to fulfil both roles. ‘Like a woman I stand drying a plate’

· ‘Maybe I am mistaken’ – he doesn’t trust himself and is trying to reassure himself that he is incorrect in his judgement.

· He thinks he is suffering from insomnia, ‘I do not think I will sleep again’

· He feels alone and isolated because he has no functioning relationships as his son is not very communicative with him. ‘There is no one else’, he wants to have someone there for him.

· He feels hopeless and not good enough for anyone.
Father’s feelings for his Son

· Feels let down by his son

· Overwhelming love for his son – smothering 

· He feels his son doesn’t like him

· His son has broken his heart

· Feels his son’s troubles are his fault

· Always looking back to how it was before – torturing himself with the memories

· Feels like he has to speak to him – forced

· Always nice to him

· Constantly worried about him

· Emptiness- son was taken away from him

· Worries he isn’t doing enough

· Feels he has to apologise

· Cant believe is own son could  turn into the person he is now

· All he wants is his son back

· Doesn’t like how secretive his son is

· “I love him so much it hurts”

· “My son who let me down”

· “Is it my fault…”

· “I must pray for him”

· “my son, he is full of hatred”

· “my son, I am sorry”

· “perhaps I need to show him more love”

Son’s feelings for/ attitudes to his father
· Shows resentment towards his father.
· Misses their previous solid father/ son relationship (fishing, proud of his father’s garden etc.)

· Speaks to him very disrespectfully (‘what’s it to you?’, swearing etc.)

· Attitude towards him is very belittling and derogatory

· Son thinks father is not the manly, father figure he should be and has become emasculated since mother’s death (‘mice have more courage’)

· Bloody minded

· Does not feel the need to talk to him

· Son distances himself from father as he doesn’t want to turn out like him (sad, lonely, OCD, fearful etc.)

· Son feels an obligation to stay with his father since he rescued him and nurtured him back from a low point in his life (London) even though he doesn’t want to be there

Past background between the father and the son

It is evident that there was a strong bond between the father and son as the father speaks of how he took his son fishing and taking him to Toome with his son ‘pestering him with questions’. This is a world away from where there relationship is at present as before he would ‘pester’ him with question but now will not even acknowledge him.  The death of his mother caused the son to transform into a whole different person.  

Background within story

The son fled from Belfast when his mother died to London where he did not contact his father for two years.  This caused his father to become paranoid as on the news he would look over the reporter’s shoulder to try and pick out his distant son in hope he would spot him.   Being reunited with his son was not in the conditions any father would ever hope for as he received a call from the doctor requesting him to pick his son up from hospital.  His son had evidently become part of some sort of gang or terrorist organisation with heavy drug abuse and dealing.  The handgun under his pillow and also the ending of the story reveals that he became part of a bad crowd when he tried to escape the pain of dealing with his mother’s death and turned the once homely boy into a troubled man.  
‘He takes up the paper between him and his father.’

The newspaper acts as a barrier and a division between the father and son as the son blocks his father continuously.  Although the deliberate barrier has been created by the son, the newspaper is very weak and flimsy division which could be broken easily.  It is unlikely that the son is actually interested in the news in the paper but desperately wants to distance himself from his father.  
“Crackling like fire”

· Foreshadowing the son’s death. The fire will eventually go out.

· “Crackling” is the gaps in the relationship

· “Fire crackling” is the fire starting to go out so is the relationship.

· Fire is the heat of the relationship

· Son is angry so reflects his anger. 
“He sits and waits for me and the weeds have taken over.”
· he used to have pride and admiration for his father and how he used to grow vegetables and flowers for ‘half the street’.

· Weeds take up space and stop healthy growth, just like the relationship has stopped growing and has been taken over.

· Also weeds take time to grow, so this explains how long his father has waited.

· Weeds choke life out of a garden, just like the relationships life has been choked.
‘I taught him how to tie a blood knot’
This metaphor is used to foreshadow what is to come.  The word ‘tie’ shows how their life has unravelled.  When the father and son were close their life was happy but when the mother died they grew apart and the knot untied.  The metaphor also symbolises that the father is taking the blame for how his son turned out.  He is the person who taught his son to be who he is.  The word ‘blood’ highlights the father’s opinion that family is more important than friends.  It symbolises the blood ties they share.
‘The boy curls his lip as if snagged on a fish hook.’
This powerful and violent quote gives a very powerful and emotive image.  The idea that he ‘curls his lip’ is something that an animal would do if it was angry which portrays that the son holds a lot of anger against his father.  ‘Snagged on a fish hook’ gives a very violent and raw image and conveys the idea that maybe the son is caught and stuck in some gang and cannot escape.  Also maybe the idea that he is trapped with his dad and really doesn’t want to be but after the past he feels he must stay with his dad after what he did for him.  The word ‘snagged’ is effective language in this quote as it has a very powerful and violent undertone that relates to the violence or anger the son is involved in.  This whole image could also be referring back to the memory of him and his dad fishing but in a negative way rather than positive, polluting the memory, the son’s mind set has obviously changed and this is also portrayed.
