Task: Choose a play which underlines one person’s flaw (s) which can have a significant impact on other people as well as himself or herself. Explain briefly the nature of the flaw (s) and then, in detail, assess how much the character and others are affected. 


In Arthur Miller’s play ‘A View from the Bridge’ the character of Eddie and his increasing flaws are explored. His character traits of jealousy, obsession and selfishness ironically cause his death and thus cause other characters to loathe him in the process.


It becomes evident to the audience that Eddie is very protective towards his niece, Catherine. Soon this protectiveness becomes obsessive and unnatural. Eddie oversteps the mark when he kisses Catherine’s fiancé, Rodolpho, in front of Catherine to try and prove that he is homosexual. Eddie also kisses Catherine in front of Rodolpho to remind him that Catherine belongs to him. When Eddie says: “Don’t make me do nuttin’, Catherine.” Both Rodolpho and Catherine know that they will be powerless if he decides to act. These irrational feelings that Eddie is experiencing lead the audience to lose all respect for Eddie and instead feel sympathy towards Rodolpho and Catherine as a result of them being metaphorically raped. 

The character of Rodolpho is the main catalyst in bringing about the downfall of Eddie. Rodolpho would be happy to become an American citizen and settle down in the country and this infuriates Eddie. The audience note this instant dislike for Rodolpho because Eddie knows he will take Catherine away from him. Although both characters have some similarities such as an Italian upbringing and a love for Catherine, their differences are what leads Eddie to become forceful: “I take the blankets off my bed for him, and he takes and puts his filthy hands on her like a goddam thief.” Eddie’s reaction to Rodolpho demonstrates how emotionally unstable and irrational he is. Catherine suffers as a result of this confrontation as she longs to please Eddie but at the same time she loves Rodolpho and wants to be with him. The audience feel sympathy towards Catherine as it is obvious she is naïve and confused. This dislike Eddie expresses for Rodolpho builds the foundation for his downfall.


Eddie continues to control the atmosphere when he kills the relaxed mood of the family. Eddie does this by suggesting that Rodolpho’s skills show that he is not manly and he therefore tries to assert himself. The built up tension is evident when Catherine and Rodolpho begin to dance with each other: “He has been unconsciously twisting the newspaper into a tight roll.” Eddie’s paranoia is starting to become out of control and the other characters are beginning to realise this. Marco decides to act and lifts a chair above Eddie’s head to show that he is the stronger person. Marco’s display of strength foreshadows what is to come at the end of the play. The audience now knows that if Eddie shows further aggression Marco will defend both himself and his brother, Rodolpho. Miller creates Beatrice as the calming voice and in this tense scene he uses her as a way of trying to prevent Eddie from creating chaos before it starts. 


There is the repeated idea that Catherine is being smothered and not allowed to grow throughout the drama. This is clear in the dialogue that is used: “I don’t understand you; she’s seventeen years old, you gonna keep her in the house all her life?” Beatrice expresses her desperation to Eddie and the audience is given the idea that Eddie is possessive of Catherine. Rodolpho also reverts against Eddie’s longing to keep Catherine all to himself: “If I take in my hands a little bird. And she grows and wishes to fly. But I will not let her out of my hands because I love her so much, is that right for me to do?” Rodolpho voices his concern about Eddie’s obsessiveness. However, we can see that Eddie begins to lose control over her as the play progresses. Ironically, in Eddie’s attempts to pull Catherine closer he does the complete opposite and instead Catherine shows outright hostility towards him after he kisses both herself and Rodolpho. The dialogue used to convey the repeated idea that Catherine is not being left to grow up tells the audience that Eddie is acting in an obsessive manner. At first he could be viewed as a protective family man and the audience sympathises with him for that reason. However it becomes evident that Eddie has gone beyond his role in the family and it has become a moral issue, the audience therefore view him as over protective. 

Eddie’s death is the result of a build-up in tension which has happened because of him flaunting his many flaws. The audience gather from the play to this point that Eddie has become a victim of his own actions and it is therefore difficult to sympathise with him. This part in the play also finally brings light to Beatrice’s true feelings about the relationship between Eddie and Catherine: “You want somethin’ else, Eddie, and you can never have her!” This strikes a raw nerve with Eddie and Catherine’s vicious attack on Eddie prevents any possibility that he might become reasonable again. The question is not answered of whether Eddie genuinely believes he is the victim or of he is desperately trying to cover up for his actions, this therefore leaves the audience on a cliff hanger and the question goes unanswered. 

Miller creates the emotionally unstable character of Eddie for his drama “A View from the Bridge” to convey the idea of how a person can change. Miller shows how his protective nature shifts to obsession in order to create a character with many flawed traits. The gradual disintegration leaves Eddie drained of all his positive qualities and this has a negative effect on the other characters and the outcome of the play. 

