A view From the Bridge Notes on Eddie Carbone
Eddie is a longshoreman of Italian decent. He lives in the slum of Redhook which is a degraded part of Brooklyn. Eddie is obsessive with his fostered daughter, Catherine; he is very controlling over her and also over his wife Beatrice. He is the alpha male of the house and is very much in control of everything that goes on, this includes Catherine’s life and education. Despite this subtle control he is a very respected character in the neighbourhood at the beginning of the play. As the plot develops and the reader gets further into the book Eddie’s deterioration begins to show, and his true colours begin to become clear. This is shown through a series of events, this starts with him treating Catherine like an object of his possession. He nicknames her ‘Madonna’ which symbolises innocence and purity, but when she begins to fall in love with Beatrice’s cousin Rodolpho he starts calling her ‘Garbo’ which symbolises a sexual icon, Garbo was a celebrity with lots of sexual appeal. This shows his feelings progress and how he idealizes her.
Quotes: stage direction ‘His face puffed with trouble’, ‘He’s Stealing from me!’, ‘You’re a real Madonna’, ‘what’s the high heels for Garbo?’

Eddie and Catherine
At the beginning of the play Eddie is the father figure for Catherine. However at the back of his mind there are sexual feelings for Catherine which slowly begin to emerge as the play continues. Eddie is very protective towards Catherine, he makes out he is worried that other men watch her while she’s ‘walking wavy’ but in reality it shows that he has been watching her walking, otherwise how would he notice the ‘clacking’ of her high heels ect. He doesn’t want to lose his grasp on Catherine therefore he doesn’t want her meeting any other men. By the end of the novel Eddie has completely lost his control over Catherine and has lost his respect from the whole neighbourhood (Beatrice excluded) after the event of him calling the immigration office.
Quotes: ‘but I’m tellin’ you, your walkin’ wavy’, ‘Listen you been givin’ me the willies’, ‘you got no right to tell nobody nothin’ nothing!’

Eddie and Beatrice
Beatrice loves Eddie for who he is and stays loyal to him until the very end. Even after arguments she does what Eddie tells her to, he has authority over her. At the end Eddie dies in her arms, realising the she was the love and respect he wanted and that he’d had her all along, she was the one he truly cared about, not Catherine. Their relationship is very troubled at the beginning due to Eddie’s feelings towards Catherine. She’s possibly Jealous of the feelings Eddie has for Catherine, he gives Catherine more attention than her. She tries to solve everything around her and make everybody happy, but ends up making things worse for herself. She is the martyr of the play.

Quotes: ‘Go to your wedding Katie, I’ll stay home’, ‘oh B!..........My B’, ‘you want something else Eddie, and you can never have her!’,
Eddie and Alfieri
Alfieri is an American lawyer of Italian decent, he is the voice of reason for Eddie, but Eddie ignores everything he has to say as it isn’t what he wants to hear. Alfieri isn’t intimidated by Eddie’s anger, he just tries to give him guidance, but Eddie ignores him. Alfieri is Eddie’s conscience, he is aware of Eddie’s love of Catherine before anyone else. He attempts to talk Eddie out of having feelings for Catherine and tries to get him to let her go. Alfieri is one of the only people Eddie respects and confesses his feelings to. 
Quotes: ‘This is my last word Eddie, take it or not’, ‘I’m not telling you, I’m warning you’, ‘She can’t marry you can she?’, ‘I could have finished the whole story that afternoon’. 

Eddie and Marco
Eddie likes Marco to start with because he does as he is told and is very quiet and hardworking. Marco is married with kids, so Eddie doesn’t see him as a threat to his and Catherine’s relationship. Marco is seen as a real Italian compared to his brother, Rodolpho, another reason why Eddie prefers him. Marco keeps quiet and is of apparent threat to Eddie until he challenges Eddie to lift the chair. Marco stands up for his brother, the lifting of the chair was a form of intimidation basically telling Eddie to pick on someone his own size. Marco spits in Eddies face while being caught by the immigration officers, this is a sign of great disrespect. By accusing Eddie in the street in front of everyone takes away Eddie’s respect and his name.
Quotes: ‘You got nothing against Marco, you always liked Marco!’, ‘That one, I accuse that one!’, ‘He stole food from the mouths of my children’.

Eddie and Rodolpho
Eddie instantly dislikes Rodolpho; he thinks he isn’t masculine due to his high singing, blonde hair, cooking skills and also his craftsmanship with materials. Eddie implies that Rodolpho is gay. He doesn’t seem like a proper Italian. As soon as Catherine shows interest Eddie develops strong concern and disgust towards Rodolpho. Rodolpho respects Eddie but dislikes Eddie’s actions, especially the kissing of him and Catherine. At the end Rodolpho comes to apologise to Eddie, he even kisses Eddies hand even though he didn’t do anything wrong, besides not asking Eddie for Catherine’s hand. He tries to take all the blame, making him a very honourable character. 

Quotes: (continually repeated)‘He ain’t right’, stage direction ‘ he is sizing up Rodolpho, and there is a concealed suspicion’
