Character Study of Eddie Carbone

Eddie’s personality: Eddie is a Longshoreman living in the slum of Red Hook under the Brooklyn Bridge in New York. He’s of Italian descent, and believes in the Sicilian Honour and justice system. He’s protective, controlling, dominant, cautious (in the fear of getting in trouble with the immigration bureau with Marco and Rodolpho) and he cares a lot about what others think of him. Eddie is very alpha-male, which could perhaps explain his insults towards Rodolpho about being gay. He’s very community orientated, and is well respected by all of those living in the area. He’s a very generous man, to Catherine in particular ‘broke my back paying for her stenography lessons’, puts a lot of work into her happiness and her life, which could explain the origins of his infatuation with her. He refers to her as ‘Madonna’, which was a Davinci masterpiece of Mary, who represents purity.

Relationships:

Catherine: treats her as if she is his possession. He is introduced as a father figure, but could – by the text – be seen as almost a husband ‘I’ll get you a beer’. He is jealous of her communicating with any other male. She is very obedient with Eddie, will do anything he tells her to whenever he tells her to at the start. She cares very much about his opinion of her; immediately as he enters shows him her in her new dress etc. There are already signs of his obsession with her; the phallic symbolism of her lighting his cigar in the bathroom, “you’re giving me the willies”. Eddie as a person starts to deteriorate as soon as Rodolpho enters; he makes accusations of him being gay so he can have a handle on the situation; to try and put Catherine off of him. Catherine becomes less of a ‘madonna’ and more of a ‘Garbo’, who is more oh a sexual icon. Catherine becomes less obedient, less of a puppy. He loses everything for her.
Beatrice: Beatrice is very much in love with Eddie and will stay loyal to him until the end of the drama. She respects him, and because of this he has authority over her. Their relationship is almost in turmoil, they have very little sexual relations “it’s been three months, Eddie”. His infatuation for Catherine in stronger than his love and marriage with Beatrice. She knows about the issue, and throughout the play makes subtle hints, until eventually she states “you want something else Eddie, but you can’t have her”. She’s jealous of his thing with Catherine – of the bond that they have. At the end of the drama, Eddie says her name as he died in her arms; perhaps his realisation that it was her that he’d always loved,and he’s full of regret “oh… my B!”
Alfieri: Alfieri’s role is the voice of reason throughout the entire play. He acts as Eddie’s conscious “I am not telling you I’m warning you”. Unlike all of the other characters, he’s not intimated by Eddie and his anger, which could be why Eddie respects him and chooses to come to him for advice.

Stage Directions:

The fight between Eddie and Rodolpho when he finds Catherine and Rodolpho after they’d slept together he is described as an anima; “animals that have torn at one another and broken up without decision each waiting for the other’s mood” – he’s ready to pounce.

When the table is lifted above eddies head his “grin vanishes”

Novel progresses > “his eyes were like tunnels” shows his fear and his frustration and his lack of control over the situation.

“He is weirdly elated”- just before fight with rodolpho (boxing match) >excitement to hit rodolpho- to prove rodolpho isn’t as strong as he is.

“Pugnaciously furious, he steps towards Beatrice” violently approaching her, almost to hurt her for her contradiction to him.

Before Beatrice goes to the wedding > “quietly, almost inaudibly as though drained” emotionally gone so sad as he has lost Catherine his respect, his role as alpha male, lost his place in the community.

General Notes:

Eddie can’t handle > so it MUST be something to do with Rodolpho – It cannot be Eddies fault. He uses Rodolphos femininity as rationalisation for why he’s not allowing him to be with Catherine. He compels himself to believe it > the alternative is too painful. 

Sexual feelings are improper > He’s responsible for her and he has to try to repress his feelings.

Green Card > Eddie believes he’s not good enough, and she is concerned ig this is valid.

‘Madonna’ > Davinci picture, the mother of Jesus ( Eddie sees her as pure, almost religious) Mary gave birth to Jesus without intercourse.

Betrayal > rids himself of the problem – loses everything 
Name is his identity in his society. Breaks his name ‘walking dead’

Shouts his name at the end almost to affirm it.

“sexual guilt” is appropriate term to use for Eddie.
