Higher Philosophy - Arguments In Action

Key Learning Outcomes
Identifying & Analysing Arguments
You should be able to:

· State the definition of an argument

· Distinguish arguments from other forms of persuasion such as rhetoric
· Distinguish statements from questions, commands, explanations and arguments
· Identify how rhetorical questions function in everyday language

· Identify premises in arguments

· Identify conclusions in arguments

· Eliminate non-essential elements from text

· Use transitional markers to identify the structure of arguments

· Put the steps of an argument into the proper order

· Distinguish between linked, convergent and chain arguments
· Construct argument diagrams showing the structure of reasoning
· Identify hidden or suppressed premises
Analysing & Evaluating Philosphical Techniques

You should be able to: 

· Distinguish between and explain valid and invalid reasoning

· Understand the concepts of soundness & cogency

Identify, explain the purpose and structure of, and provide examples of the following:

· Inductive and deductive reasoning

· Thought experiments

· Analogical arguments

· Counter examples

· Appeals to Intuition

· Confirmation Bias

Identifying, Analysing & Evaluating Fallacies

You should be able to identify, explain and evaluate the implications of the following:

· Ad hominems

· Appeals to emotion

· Appeals to authority

· Slippery slopes

· Denying the antecedent

· Affirming the consequent

· Post hoc ergo propter hoc (false cause)

