Choose a play in which a central character is heroic yet vulnerable.
Show how the dramatist makes you aware of both qualities and discuss how they affect your response to the character’s fate in the play as a whole.

In the play “A View from the Bridge” by Arthur Miller he clearly conveys a central character whom is a tragic hero. This is Eddie Carbone who is a longshore man living in Brooklyn with his wife Beatrice and niece Catherine. The audience see a real change in Eddie’s character as the cousins arrive and Eddie starts to feel vulnerable.

We are first told about Eddie through the eyes of Alfieri a well known lawyer who acts as a chorus throughout the play. He describes Eddie’s story and says he had to let it run its “bloody course” implying something bad will happen to the main character. It was obviously going to be caused by Eddie as he is his own worst enemy. 

When the cousins arrive we see a change in Eddie’s character. Due to a main theme of jealousy running throughout the play Eddie begins to feel pushed a side and vulnerable in his own home. He tries to win back his alpha male persona by challenging Rodolpho (the younger of the cousins who Catherine loves) to a boxing match. During which time the audience are confused at Eddie’s actions wondering what he is trying to prove. The audience can see there is a conflict between Eddie and Rodolpho and believe it is due to Catherine. However Marco the brother of Rodolpho is there to protect his brother and steps in challenging Eddie to a lifting up a chair in a particular way that requires skill and strength. Right then the audience can see Eddie has just been made to feel vulnerable as he can see Marco is the stronger of the two.

To continue the idea Eddie tries winning back his respect. This happens during a key scene. The kiss scene has a roaring drunk Eddie metaphorically rape Catherine and Rodolpho by “lunging towards…and kissing…” The stage direction portrays to the audience that Eddie is somewhat confused at what he is trying to prove, and what he wants. He is obviously feeling the pressure of being pushed a side by his family. Through this scene Miller can illustrate to the audience that Eddie is obviously at one of his lowest points and it is used as a climatic effect. 

Eddie’s downward spiral is continued as through distress and extreme jealousy of Catherine whom can never be his; he phones the Immigration office. The call has little conversation in it. Miller does this to emphasise the serious tone at this point in the play. “I wanna report something…Two of them.” Giving little detail the audience begin to think Eddie is acting selfishly and only protecting himself. By turning in the cousins he loses all respect from everyone. It is ironic as Eddie is foreshadowing the story of Vinny Bolzano whom he told Catherine and Beatrice as a threat to keep their mouths shut, and through it becoming a hypocrite.

With respect lost and an inability to win it back, Eddie feels the only way is to act “heroically” and follow the Italian way to fight Marco who spat on his face to death. The audience can see that Eddie has become mad and is about to risk his life by facing an equally mad Marco. The fight scene is a key scene of the play as it acts as a finale to the whole storyline. Marco and Eddie come together both blinded with hatred for one another begin to fight for their respect. As “the knife turns back towards Eddie” Miller has ended the play with Eddie’s ironic yet symbolic death. Eddie’s own knife turning back on him evokes to the audience that Eddie is the tragic hero who through times of vulnerability was unable to carry on and nobly died. Eddie now sees that Beatrice of all people was with him throughout and stood by him this realisation ends the scene with Eddie saying “Oh B.! My B.!” The audience can see Eddie was really a caring character but was just overcome with the feeling of vulnerability which quickly began to change him a person.

In conclusion, the play “A View from the Bridge” is clearly developed through outstanding scripts from Miller. This conveys a tragic yet enthralling drama about a main character, who is overwhelmed with jealousy and love. Making him vulnerable and leading to key scenes and a climatic ending, concluding with his tragic, heroic death. 
