8/ 11/ 07                               Inspector Goole
‘He never seemed like an ordinary police inspector’

We can think of the inspector on two levels: realistic and symbolic/ representative.

Connotations of his name.

Goole – Ghoul (ghostly supernatural presence)

Presentation of his character
Examples
During the family argument – ‘taking charge masterfully’

His Methodology
‘One person and one line of inquiry at a time.  Otherwise there’s a muddle.’ – emphasises that he’s in control and won’t be diverted/ distracted.

What he actually knows
Knowledge                           Guesswork

The inspector manages to make the characters confess and reveal their relationship with Eva/ Daisy and their part in her tragic end.

On a symbolic level he appears to know everything but simply wants them to acknowledge it.

Function within the play

To make the characters realise the truth about what they’ve done

Warns the characters about what might happen in future

Brings about a paradigm shift within the perspectives of some characters and also the audience - catalyst
From – ‘community and all that nonsense….a man has to mind his own business and look after himself and his own’ (Arthur Birling)
To – ‘millions of Eva Smiths with their lives, their hopes and fears, their suffering and chance of happiness all intertwined with our lives, and what we think and say and do.  We don’t live alone.  We are members of one body.  We are responsible for each other.’ (Inspector)
Eva Smith

‘But how do we know it’s the same girl?’

chronology
Eva As A Representative
Eva may represent all women within her social class

‘a girl of that sort’ – Mrs Birling
‘these young women’ etc.

she stands up for the others in the factory

the inspector refers to ‘many woman like her in that situation

Connotations of her name
Eva – linked to Eve – the first biblical woman – represents all woman
Smith – a very common name suggests she is a symbol of the common woman
She changes names often thus suggesting she is to be seen as a symbol rather than as one physical person

Eva uses different names which suggests to the audience that she is representative of all woman.

Dramatic Irony
Sybil Birling’s discussion with the inspector contains a number of examples of dramatic irony…..

Give examples and explain why.
