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SENIOR SCHOOL – Moving on with the Senior Phase 
 
The Senior Phase of the curriculum relates to the period S4 to S6 in schools or the equivalent in terms 
of college or other means of study.  At this stage of the curriculum we expect that most young people 
will engage in courses that lead to qualifications and that more formal assessment and certification will 
take place.   
 
National Qualifications and the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) 
The SCQF Framework is used to indicate the level a course or award is set at so they can be compared 
more easily. For example, any Level 5 course or award has the same worth so that a National 5 is 
equitable to a Skills for Work Level 5 course and a National Progression Award (NPA) Level 5. All Level 
6 awards have the same worth as a Higher and all Level 7 awards have the same worth as an 
Advanced Higher 
 

 
 
Please see the link below for more information from the SQA. For example further information on the 
different qualifications and a parent zone to answer FAQ 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/70972.html 
 
Please see the link below for more information regarding the SCQF Framework which shows how the 
different qualifications are credit rated: 
https://scqf.org.uk/media/1212/scqf-parent-leaflet-final-web-feb-18.pdf 

Choice Booklet 
 
This Choice booklet will outline the courses that are available for next session.  However, this booklet is 
only one part of the process designed to help you make the right decisions.  It is important that you 
consult with school staff, discuss options with the Careers Service (Skills Development Scotland), take 
advice from parents/carers and research possible future university, college or training options.  It should 
be remembered that decisions taken now may have an important bearing on future opportunities.  It is 
advisable to spend as much time as possible on your course choices to ensure that they are the most 
appropriate for you at this point in time. 
 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/70972.html
https://scqf.org.uk/media/1212/scqf-parent-leaflet-final-web-feb-18.pdf


The Fourth Year Choice Process 
 

All young people will study Mathematics and English.  You will then be asked to select another four 
subjects.  Please refer to the sample copy of the S4 Choice form which is an old version on page 8, this 
is intended to show the basic structure of the form.  Forms will be given to S3 pupils at a later date. 
 

How to indicate your choices on the form: 
 

 Select your four subjects from the un-shaded area of the form by choosing one subject in each 
column (A,B,C,D) for S4 

 An S3 – S4 sign up event is planned for the 7th and 10th December during pupils PSE period 
where pupils will be able to follow the process below to sign up for subjects 

 You must see the relevant PTs for them to approve your choice of course 

 The PT will discuss the suitability of your choice and the appropriate level you will initially be 
following 

 Write the subject at the bottom of the column on your choice form 

 Write the level that you will be following in the ‘level’ box at the bottom of the column ie N4 or N5 

 The PT will sign your choice form 

 Then rank/number your choices 1 to 4 with the subject you most want to do as number 1 and 
write this in the ‘rank’ box under each column 

 In addition, select 2 reserve choices which can be from any column (from the un-shaded area). 
Mark these clearly with an R next to the two subjects. You do not need to get these signed for 
by a PT as that will be done at a later date if you need to select a reserve subject 

 If you intend to apply for a college course then please tick the box at the bottom of Column A. 
You must still choose a subject in Column A as a fall back in case you are not successful in your 
college application. 

 Your form needs to be signed by your parent/carer and returned to your Guidance teacher by 
11th December 2020 (dates may be subject to change). 

 

Please note that the courses in the shaded areas of the choice form are open to S5/6 pupils and are 
included to give an indication of possible choices and pathways that pupils may take in the future. This 
can be useful to consider when making choices for S4 although the courses will be subject to change 
and cannot be guaranteed. 
 

In S4 all students will also study compulsory areas of education which will include Physical Education, 
Religious & Moral Education, Personal & Social Education and Developing the Young Workforce 
(DYW) /Wider Achievements* 
 

*The learning experiences selected for DYW / Wider Achievement contribute towards providing further 
opportunities to build on key skills for learning, life and work.  Many will also lead to recognition of 
achievement through SQA unit awards.  Choices for DYW / Wider Achievement will be made later in 
the session. 
 

It is expected that most of you will get places in your chosen courses.  However there may be issues 
with the viability of some courses and the number of places available. 
 

We hope we are able to meet your needs and provide the opportunities that will allow you to achieve 
your goals in fourth year.   
 

Courses available at Moray College 
 

In addition to the courses offered in school, Senior Phase pupils also have the opportunity to follow a 
course at Moray College. The courses offered by the college lead to SQA qualifications such as Skills 
for Work and can greatly benefit pupils who want a vocational course that will help prepare them for a 
possible career. Pupils following these courses attend Moray College for the day on a Wednesday and 
the course counts as one of their subject choices.  Pupil’s must still choose a subject in Column A as a 
fall back option. Pupils interested in following one of the courses will need to apply later in the year 
through the school and their Guidance teacher will support them with the process. 
 

If college and school both offer the same course, pupils should access the course through school. 
 



College course information is contained within a separate Senior Phase information booklet published 
by the college which is available on our website. (Follow the link on the contents page). 
 

Moving into The Senior School in S5/6 
 

We are very pleased that you are considering continuing your education by staying on at Forres 
Academy.  We hope we can meet your needs and give you the opportunities and experiences that will 
allow you to achieve your goals when you leave school for the world of work, further or higher 
education. 
 
Fifth Year 
 

If you are entering S5, you will find it very different to S4.  It is important that you do as much research 
as possible before making your final subject choices.  This booklet is only part of the programme 
designed to help you make the right decisions.  You must be prepared to consult with school staff, 
discuss options with the careers service (SDS – Skills Development Scotland), take advice from 
parents as well as research possible future university or college courses. 
 

Sixth Year 
 

If you are returning to S6 then much of this will be familiar to you.  You have now had the experience of 
S5 and should be much more aware of not only the demands of courses but also your own strengths 
and areas that may require further development.  You should now have a clearer idea of the 
subjects/type of subject you enjoy or are doing well in.  You should be using this information as a basis 
for further investigation in terms of the opportunities available for when you leave school. 
 

It should be remembered that decisions taken now will have an important bearing on future 
opportunities.  It is advisable to spend as much time as possible on your choices to make sure that you 
make the right ones. 
 

Expectations 
 

It is essential that you start your new courses in June with enthusiasm and determination to succeed.  
We have high expectations of all of our senior students.  We expect all our S5/6 students to be hard 
working and show commitment and co-operation at all times.  We also expect you to set a good 
example to younger pupils by way of attitude, behaviour and dress.  You in turn will receive every 
assistance in terms of advice, encouragement and support so that you can make the most of your final 
years at Forres Academy. 
 
Attainment in Numeracy and Literacy 
 

It is vital that at whatever stage pupils leave school, they do so with the best possible level of attainment 
in Numeracy and Literacy. We know that many courses at college and university and indeed employers 
require pupils to have passed a particular level of Numeracy and Literacy if they are to be successful in 
gaining a positive destination. Therefore, to give pupils the best possible opportunities and to keep all 
doors open to them, we expect pupils in S5/6 to have gained a Level 5 in Numeracy and Literacy or be 
following a course that is working towards that Level 5 goal. For example, if a pupil in S4 is not likely to 
gain a Level 5 award then they should include this as one of their course choices for S5 (eg N5 Maths 
and/or N5 English) or alternatively as their choice in the Developing the Young Workforce periods (eg 
N5 Numeracy and N4/5 Personal Finance Award) . 
 
The Fifth Year Choice Process 
 

Step 1          You must select 5 subjects.  Your school week will consist of: 
 

 5 subjects x 5 periods each  25 periods 

 PSE (Personal and Social Education)  1 period 

 Driving Attainment  1 period 

 Core PE  1 period 

 Study  2 or 3 periods 

 Developing the Young Workforce course(s)  2 or 3 periods 
    Total 33 periods 



 
Think carefully about the subjects you enjoy and be realistic about your ability in them.  Your prelim 
results will be a fairly good indicator at this stage.  Speak to the subject teacher if you are unsure. 
 
If you are thinking about College or University, find out what the entry requirements are for the courses 
you are considering – this will influence the subjects and the level you choose. 
 
If you are considering leaving school and entering employment, find out what subjects will help you get 
the jobs you want.  Speak to the Careers adviser. 
 
Step 2          Study the Choice form.   
 

 There are 5 columns and you should choose one subject from each. 

 Identify the subjects you think you would like to study and discuss with relevant Principal 
Teachers which level would be most appropriate for you.  Ensure you have, or expect to have, 
the appropriate entry requirements. 

 Ask the Principal Teacher to sign the relevant box at the bottom of each section to confirm that 
they are happy that your choice is appropriate. 

 Make sure you clearly indicate the subject and the level (eg N4, N5 or Higher) that you wish to 
choose in the relevant box at the bottom of the form. 

 Rank each choice 1 -5, 1 being your most preferred choice. 

 Take the completed form to your Guidance Teacher who will discuss it with you. 

 The final date for forms to be completed is 19th February 2021 (date may be subject to change). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Ready Programme – S5 Students only       
 
This programme is an addition to subject choices and not a replacement 
option choice. 
 
Career Ready is a business led programme bridging the gap between education and work. Young 
people are allocated a business mentor and given real experience of the world of work, developing their 
employability skills and confidence to help them to move forward, no matter whether they opt for 
immediate employment, a Modern Apprenticeship, further or higher education after school.  
 
Throughout S5 & S6 selected students follow a programme of individual mentoring, group master 
classes and a four week paid internship.  Interested students should be committed to staying on at 
school until the end of S6, unless leaving to take up a Modern Apprenticeship or college place after 
their internship, which runs during the final week of term in S5 and the first 3 weeks of the summer 
holidays before S6.  These weeks are non-negotiable so those joining this programme must commit to 
being available for work at their mentor’s place of business during these weeks.  
 
Ideally, candidates should be undertaking at least 2 Highers in S5, although many will be unclear about 
their exact future career pathway at this point. [NB - students undertaking a Foundation Apprenticeship 
as part of their senior phase curriculum may not apply for this programme.] Those who wish to be 
considered for the Career Ready programme will be required to complete an on-line application which 
will be followed by competitive interview at school, conducted by the Career Ready Coordinator for 
Moray.  
 
Further information is available on the Career Ready site online: www.careerready.org.uk 
 
If you wish to apply, tick the Career ready Programme box on your option choice form. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.careerready.org.uk/


The Sixth Year Choice Process 
 
The procedure is the same as above as S6 students are required to select the equivalent of 5 courses.  
Each National 4, N5, Higher and College course counts as 1 course.  Each Advanced Higher counts as 
1 ½ courses eg. AH English (1 ½ ), AH Biology (1 ½ ), Higher Mathematics (1), Physics N5 (1) = 5 
courses.  Sixth year is when you can maintain your academic focus and also broaden your experiences 
to enable you to gain skills for life, learning and work.  It is expected that you will become involved in 
the wider life of the school through a wider range of activities which allow you to take on extra 
responsibilities.  Your commitment to the school will be discussed with your Guidance Teacher.  For S6, 
completed forms must be submitted to your Guidance teacher by 18th March 2021 (date may be subject 
to change). 
 
We will always endeavour to be flexible and creative to ensure we offer as many opportunities we can 
to our students.  Unfortunately we cannot always guarantee that you will be able to study your chosen 
subjects.  There are a number of reasons for this: 
 

 You may not have achieved the necessary entry requirements and will be asked to either select 
another subject or consider studying the subject at a more appropriate level. 

 There may be too few students opting for a subject.  Occasionally, where there are very small 
numbers opting for a course, it is unviable to run and as such you will be asked to re-choose. 

 There may be too many students opting for a subject.  Where the number of students choosing 
a subject exceeds the maximum class size for that subject, some will be disappointed.   In this 
case the ranking order given by the students will be used. 

 
Provision of Advanced Highers 
 
Moray Council are currently reviewing the provision of Advanced Higher courses in schools with a view 
to improving the equality of opportunity for pupils to access subjects.  However, the difficulty of creating 
viable class groups in all schools means that to ensure the availability of courses in some subjects, a 
variety of methods of delivery may be used if appropriate. These might include: 
 

 Attendance at a neighbouring school 

 Video conferencing with a neighbouring school 
 
School staff will be able to advise pupils which subjects will be involved and of the likely arrangements. 
 
 
 
Courses available at Moray College 
 
In addition to the courses offered in school, Senior Phase pupils also have the opportunity to follow a 
course at Moray College. The courses offered by the college lead to SQA qualifications such as Skills 
for Work and can greatly benefit pupils who want a vocational course that will help prepare them for a 
possible career. Pupils following these courses attend Moray College for the day on a Wednesday and 
the course counts as one of their subject choices.  Pupil’s must still choose a subject in Column A as a 
fall back option. Pupils interested in following one of the courses will need to apply later in the year 
through the school and their Guidance teacher will support them with the process. 
 
 
If college and school both offer the same course, pupils should access the course through school. 
 
College course information is contained within a separate Senior Phase information booklet published 
by the college which is available on our website. (Follow the link on the contents page). 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 1  
 

Courses set at SCQF Levels 3 – 5 
Including National 3/4/5 and National 

Progression Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Subject:  ADMINISTRATION & IT NATIONAL 4/5 (BUSINESS EDUCATION) 

 

Subject Description 
 

This is a practical and relevant course which should be considered by all pupils, regardless of intended 
career choice. The days when ICT and administration were the duties of the secretary are long gone – 
all workers are now expected to be able to perform their own basic administration duties.  This course 
will provide you with the opportunity to develop the transferable skills essential for further education, the 
work place and the demands of modern society. 
 
The course aims to develop: 
 

 The ICT skills required to perform admin tasks 

 The skills necessary to organise and support a small-scale event 

 An appreciation of good customer care 

 An understanding of the admin function 

 A knowledge of the various legislation in force in the workplace and how they impact on 
employees 

 
The National 4 course comprises three areas of study: 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES 
 
Designed to provide an overview of administration in the workplace. 
 
COMMUNICATION IN ADMINISTRATION 
 
You will learn how to gather information and use technology to prepare and communicate your findings 
efficiently and effectively. 
 
IT SOLUTIONS FOR ADMINISTRATORS 
 
You will learn to use spreadsheets, database and word processing software to complete a range of 
work related tasks 
 
The National 5 course comprises two areas of study: 
 
Theory 
Candidates are introduced to the responsibilities of organisations, the skills/qualities and 
tasks (duties) of the administrative support function, and the impact of these in the 
workplace. 
 
IT applications 
Candidates develop skills in IT, problem-solving, organising, and managing information. They 
select IT applications to create and edit business documents, gather and share information, 
and develop skills to communicate information. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Assessment (N4) 
 
National 4 pupils will be assessed on pass/fail 
basis.  All units outlined above are assessed 
internally and must be passed to achieve the 
award.  In addition, an Added Value Unit must 
be completed which requires pupils to carry 
out a range of tasks using the skills acquired 
from all three units.    

Assessment (N5) 
 
National 5 pupils are assessed externally in the form 
of an assignment and a question paper.  The 
assignment involves a range of theory and practical 
tasks relating to the organisation of a small scale 
event and covers skills from Word Processing, Desk 
Top Publishing and PowerPoint. This is done in class, 
and takes three hours to complete. The question 
paper allows pupils to demonstrate their Word 
Processing, Database and Spreadsheet skills as well 
as a range of theory.  The question paper will take 2 
hours to complete. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
In common with other subjects, the Administration & IT course seeks to develop your core skills so that 
you are more able and prepared to interact with whatever environment you enter when you leave 
school. 
 
The course promotes the development of enterprise and employability skills throughout.  You will also 
be expected to develop your numeracy and literacy skills, working both independently and in team 
situations. 
 
This course attempts to develop these skills so that you are immediately employable when you leave 
school. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils are expected to use their own time to continually review their class work and consolidate their 
learning.  Additional homework tasks will be set as and when required with clear deadlines.    
 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4/5 Administration & IT → National 6 (Higher) Administration & IT 
 
We also offer National 4-6 Business Management in the department as an alternative route for 
progression.  
 
National 4/5 Travel and Tourism is also an alternative route. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  ART & DESIGN NATIONAL 3 - 5 

 

Subject Description 
 
There are three main areas of study in Art & Design in year S4 
 

 Expressive Activity 

 Design Activity 

 Art & Design Studies 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity (National 3) 
In this Unit learners will, with guidance, consider some of the things that inspire artists and will develop a basic 
understanding of how artists use art materials, techniques and/or technology in their work.  They will select, use 
and experiment with art materials, techniques and/or technology, producing imaginative art work at a basic level in 
response to chosen stimuli for an expressive art activity. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity (National 3) 
In this Unit learners will, with guidance, consider some of the things that inspire designers and how they use 
design materials, techniques and/or technology in their work.  They will develop their personal design ideas in 2D 
and/or 3D work, selecting, using and experimenting with materials, techniques and/or technology at a basic level 
when producing design work in response to a given brief. 
 

------------------------------------- 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity (National 4)  
In this Unit students will produce observational drawings, colour studies and expressive development work in 2D 
and/or 3D formats in response to given stimuli. Knowledge and understanding of expressive artists and art 
practice will also be included.  
 
Art and Design: Design Activity (National 4)  
In this Unit students will produce creative ideas in response to a given design brief. Students will generate 
investigative studies and market research and will use this to develop their own design ideas. Knowledge and 
understanding of designers and design practice will also be included. 
 
National 4 Art and Design Course Award, the Added Value Unit will focus on challenge and application and 
students will produce one final expressive outcome and one final design solution developed from the work of the 
units. 
 

------------------------------------- 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity (National 5)  
At this level students will produce a range of creative ideas and art work in response to stimuli. Students will 
create analytical drawings, investigative studies and expressive development work showing visual continuity and 
progressive development of their ideas, concluding in a final expressive outcome.  All expressive work will be 
presented in a portfolio format. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity (National 5)  
At this level students will produce a range of creative ideas in response to a design brief. Students will do 
investigative studies and market research. They will experiment with and use materials, techniques and/or 
technology when developing and refining their design ideas, concluding in a final design outcome.  All design work 
will be presented in a portfolio format. 
 
Art and Design Studies (National 5) 
Knowledge and understanding of related expressive artists and designers, and their ways of doing, will inform 
both the practical work and the written exam. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Assessment (N3 + N4) 
 
Units are internally assessed  pass/fail 
 

Assessment N4: The Course Award. 
 

This will be assessed through the production 
of  

 expressive practical outcome 

 design practical outcome 

 
Internally Assessed - Externally Moderated 

Assessment (N5) 
 
The Course Award.-   
 
This will be assessed through the production of 

 expressive portfolio – 100 marks 

 design portfolio – 100 marks 

 written question paper (exam) – 50 marks 
  

All aspects Externally Assessed by SQA 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 

N3, N4 & N5 
 
3           Health and wellbeing  
3.1        Personal learning  
5           Thinking skills  
5.4        Analysing and evaluating  
5.5        Creating 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING  -Personal learning 
♦ Identifying areas for improvement and next steps for learning  
♦ Investigating, researching,  producing analysing, evaluating  
    
THINKING SKILLS –Understanding 
♦ Understanding how others develop their ideas and work  
♦ Understanding how materials, techniques, composition and/or technology can be used expressively 
for visual impact and to communicate design ideas  
 

THINKING SKILLS –Applying 

♦ Applying knowledge and understanding when developing expressive art work and design ideas.  
 

THINKING SKILLS –Creating 

♦ Developing original ideas and solutions to problems in art and design work 
 
Learning through Art & Design is useful in all areas of  Life & Work but is particularly valuable for 
students aspiring to  follow careers in - architecture, animation, advertising, floristry, fashion industry, 
furniture design, gardening, beauty & make up, theatre arts, photography, film & TV, interior 
decorators, hairdressers, chefs, teachers and web design to name but a few. 
 

 
Personal Study/Homework 
 
In Art and Design in the Senior School students will be required to commit to spending a minimum of 
an additional 3 hours per week on personal subject development. Activities can range from practical 
work to historical and cultural studies in Art & Design. 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 

National 3,4 and 5 → Art and Design National 6 (Higher) → Advanced Higher Art and Design 
 

 
Cost £25.00 per Year. When monies are paid students will receive an A2 plastic wallet and A3 
sketchbook. 
 
 
 



 

Subject: ART & DESIGN PHOTOGRAPHY National Progression Awards Level 4/5 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
The National Progression Awards (NPAs) in Photography may be useful to you if you are interested in 
photography and would like to develop your interest and skills further.  
 
Cost per year is £10.00 (includes memory stick and printing, portfolio and sketchbook) 
 
The aim of the course is to provide a short, flexible course in photography to develop an understanding of 
what photography has to offer. 
 
NPA in Photography at SCQF level 4 
The NPA in Photography at SCQF level 4 is very practical and will develop your interest in photography from 
your own starting point.  You may be asked to discuss your willingness to learn about photography and to learn 
new skills.  
Any examples of photographs you have taken may be useful in showing your interest. 
 
NPA in Photography at SCQF level 5 
At SCQF level 5, the NPA builds on the practical skills developed at SCQF level 4 and encourages you to 
further develop and enhance photography skills, through exploring creativity and technical skills. You will use a 
range of equipment, techniques and specialist facilities.  
 
To undertake the NPA in Photography at SCQF level 5, you may have completed the NPA in Photography at 
SCQF level 4 or have previous experience in Photography.  You may be asked to produce examples of your 
work. 
 
Levels 4 & 5 are made up of 4 Units (listed below) & share the same titles. 
 

1. UNDERSTANDING PHOTOGRAPHY 
2. PHOTOGRAPHING PEOPLE 
3. PHOTOGRAPHING PLACES 
4. WORKING WITH PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 
Level 4/5 Units Outcomes 

UNDERSTANDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

1. Explain photographic terms and their meanings.  
2. Select iconic photographic images and describe their impact.  
3. Evaluate images in terms of technical and creative aspects 

PHOTOGRAPHING 
PEOPLE 

1. Plan photography sessions based on a selection of images taken by leading 
people/portrait photographers. 

2. Take controlled and composed photographs of people on location. 
3. Present selected photographs of people 

PHOTOGRAPHING 
PLACES 

 

1. Plan photography sessions based on a selection of images of interior and 
exterior places taken by location photographers.  

2. Take photographs of interior and exterior places on location.  
3. Present a selection of photographs of interior and exterior places.  

WORKING WITH 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

1. Select images to evaluate giving reasons for your choice.  
2. Enhance images.  
3. Present images effectively for a given purpose.  
4. Store and handle images safely.  

 
Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
The NPAs develop soft skills, Core Skills and vocational skills. They can also help you to develop knowledge, 
skills for learning and life which are reflected in the four capacities of A Curriculum for Excellence: a successful 
learner, a confident individual, a responsible citizen and an effective contributor. 
 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
NPA SCQF LEVEL 4 > NPA SCQF LEVEL 5 > N6 HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
 



 

Subject:  BIOLOGY NATIONAL 4/5 
 

Subject Description 
 
Hardly a day goes by without the media reporting new scientific breakthroughs, mostly in the 
area of Biological Science.  Having a better understanding of the Biology behind these stories 
will make it easier to follow and relate to them. The N4 and N5 courses are made up of a broad 
and up-to-date selection of topics reflecting the vital place of Biology in today’s world.  An 
experimental and investigative approach will be used to develop knowledge and understanding 
of Biology, in both courses. We cover controversial topics such as the use of stem cells which 
encourages discussion and allows pupils to share their thoughts and develop arguments 
surrounding debatable topics. The N4 and N5 courses have a number of topics in common: 
The key areas covered are:  
 
Cell Biology  

 Basic cell structure and function 

  transporting chemicals across cells (N5 only) 

 DNA, genes and chromosomes leading onto producing proteins 

 enzymes and their role in cell reactions and industry 

 Uses of cells such as genetic engineering and its use in treating diabetes 

 Uses of microorganisms in different industries (N4 only) 

 Respiration and the factors which affect it. 

 Controversial biological procedures  
 
Biology: Multicellular Organisms  

 producing new cells and the use of stem cells in treatment of disease 

 control of the body through nerves and hormones 

 reproduction, growth and development of different plants and animals 

 variation and inheritance 

 transport systems in plants and animals (N5 only) including dissections 

 maintaining stable conditions in the body such as temperature and blood glucose (N4 
only) 

 
Biology: Life on Earth  

 ecosystems and the impact of natural and man-made hazards including outdoor 
fieldwork 

 factors which affect organisms and techniques for sampling them in nature 

 recycling nutrients in nature 

 photosynthesis 

 energy in ecosystems 

 food production for an increasing human population 

 adaptations and evolution of organisms 
 
The purpose of the courses is to develop interest and enthusiasm for Biology. The skills of 
scientific inquiry and investigation will be developed, through both the N4 and N5 courses by 
investigating how we use Biology in the world today. This will enable pupils to become 
scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet in 
everyday life on TV programs, in magazines and online. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
HOMEWORK 
 
Both N4 and N5 will require regular homework to be completed and submitted.  This will include work 
to evaluate learning progress as well as research tasks and personally reviewing the work done in 
class.  Revision will, of course, be required before all unit assessments and the external exam. 

 
 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 

 
School – Progression to H Biology or Human Biology 
 
Employment – with further study: vet, dentistry and medicine, laboratory work in hospitals, 

forensic science, archaeology, biotechnology, brewing/distilling, beauty therapy, sports science, 
agriculture and biotechnology. 
 

 
 
Assessment (N4) (Pass/ Fail)  
 
All assessment is completed and assessed in 
school to SQA standards.  Students must 
pass : 

 Three end of unit assessments 
 One experimental report 
 One investigation which relates to an 

application of chemistry in society 

Assessment (N5) (Grades A-D)  
 
Students grades are comprised of : 
 

 An end of course exam paper consisting of two 
sections totalling 100 marks which forms 80% 
of the final grade.  

 
An assignment which is completed in class and sent 
away for marking and contributes 20% of the final 
grade. 
 
 

 

Entry Requirements 
 
Either by achieving level 3 Science in S3 or 
prior agreement with science faculty head. 

Entry Requirements 
 

 Achieved level 4 Biology in S3 and studying 
National 5 Maths Or 

 Achieved National 4 Biology and National 4 
Maths. 
Or 

 By agreement with science faculty head. 
 

 

Progression 
 
A pass in National 4 would allow 
progression to National 5. 
 

Progression 
 
National 6 (Higher) is the logical progression from 
National 5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Department:  BUSINESS MANAGEMENT NATIONAL 4/5 
 

Outline of course 
 
The effect of business and economics is felt throughout society, so it is important for pupils to be aware of how 
businesses operate in the current dynamic, changing and competitive environment.  This course aims to develop 
the knowledge, skills and enterprising attitudes to equip learners with an understanding of the environment in 
which we live and work, regardless of their desired career path. 
 
The National 4 course is split up into the following units:  
 
National 4 
 
Business in Action 
 
You will develop an appreciation of how and why businesses exist and operate in our society.  You will explore 
the functional areas of the firm – marketing, finance, operations and human resources. 
 
Influences on Business 
 
You will appreciate the influences – external and internal – on business decision making and the effect these 
influences can have on survival and growth. 
 
Added Value Unit 
 
You will draw on your study of the other units to complete an assignment where you will investigate a specific 
aspect of a firm and present your findings. 
 
The National 5 course is split up into the following units:  
 
National 5 
 
Understanding Business 
 
You will be introduced to the business environment and the role of business and entrepreneurship in society.  We 
will also explore issues relating to the external environment in which businesses operate and how these issues 
can impact their overall success.  
 
Management of Marketing and Operations 
 
You will develop knowledge and understanding of the importance of effective marketing and operations systems.  
For example, we will study promotional methods used to communicate with and persuade customers as well as 
exploring the processes and procedures used to ensure consistent levels of quality.  
 
Management of People and Finance 
 
We will explore theories, concepts and processes relating to both human resource management and finance 
management.  For example, we will study the procedures used in recruitment and selection of new employees as 
well as exploring financial management issues such as cash flow, budgeting and breaking even.   
 
Business Assignment 
 
You will draw on your study of the other units to complete an assignment where you will investigate a specific 
aspect of a firm and present your findings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4) 
 
National 4 pupils will be assessed on pass/fail 
basis.  All units outlined above are assessed 
internally and must be passed to achieve the 
award.   
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
National 5 pupils will be assessed externally using 
two elements – an assignment and a question paper.  
Pupils will complete a business assignment in class 
which is marked by SQA and worth 25% and an 
exam which is marked by SQA and worth 75%.  
These two added together will give pupils their 
overall grade (A-D).  
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
The main feature of the course is the development of enterprise and employability skills.  You will also 
be expected to develop your literacy, numeracy and ICT skills, as well as being able to work 
effectively both independently and in a team setting.  
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils are expected to use their own time to continually review their class work and consolidate their 
learning.  Additional homework tasks will be set as and when required with clear deadlines.  Pupils are 
also expected to take an interest in local, national and international news and events relevant to the 
theory of the subject.  
 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4/5 Business Management → National 6 (Higher) Business Management 
 
We also offer National 4-6 Administration & IT in the department as an alternative route for 
progression. 
 
National 4/5 Travel and Tourism is also an alternative route. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  CHEMISTRY NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
Outline 
The courses consist of three units and seeks to engage you in the study of chemistry and how 
it relates to everyday life. You will undertake practical investigations as well as research based 
challenges to explore the application of your studies in a range of contexts. 
 
The course will develop numeracy and literacy skills as well as team work and practical 
scientific skills such as handling equipment, planning experiments and processing results in a 
meaningful way. You will experience using a wide range of practical equipment and analytical 
techniques.  You will extend your chemistry skills to include writing formula equations and 
calculations of mass changes in chemical reactions. 
 
Nature’s Chemistry looks at how natural compounds are used as fuels, foods, preservatives, 
and as a source of alcoholic drinks and medicines and investigate the chemistry of improving 
fuel performance.  You will progress to the reactions and uses of alcohols, carboxylic acids and 
esters, including polymers such as polyesters and investigate the organic compounds widely 
found in foods, cosmetics and cleaning products. You will research new materials and their 
uses. 
 
Chemical Reactions: A wide range of practical activities will allow you to study reaction rates 
and energy changes during chemical reactions.  You will develop your skills at writing word 
equations for reactions and investigate how the structure of atoms affects how they react, with 
progression to writing formulae and formulae equations. You will explore the relationship 
between the way substances behave and the way atoms bond, as well as why some are 
radioactive. There will be practical investigation of acids and alkalis and you can develop your 
ability to predict the products formed in the reactions of acids. 
 
Chemistry in Society is a study of the materials used in everyday products. The extraction 
and uses of metals, including alloys is included. You will look at the reactions of metals, 
including corrosion and methods of prevention, as well as the use of metals in making 
batteries. You will progress to studying the reactions of metals in terms of ‘redox’ and how this 
applies to predicting the size of voltage and direction of current flow in simple batteries. The 
structure, properties and design of new materials for a range of applications and the possibility 
of using alternative materials such as ceramics and plastics will be investigated. 
 
For each unit, the depth of understanding you will study will depend on the level you are 
following and working towards.  
 
At the end of National 4 & 5 you will be offered the opportunity to attempt a Level 5 
qualification entitled “Fundamental Chemistry 1 & 2”. This consists of two 30 mark 
assessments and if you gain 60% in both, you will gain a Level 5 award in Fundamental 
Chemistry which will appear on your exam certificate. This adds value to your CV and will also 
aid progression to any Applied Science college course. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HOMEWORK 
 

You will have clearly defined learning intentions which you are expected to review and revise 
regularly, identifying areas for next steps and taking responsibility for progressing your own 
learning.  
 
Homework will be set regularly and you will use the feedback from this as part of your 
evidence for determining your progress as part of a learning conversation with your teacher.  
 
 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 

 
School – Progression to H Chemistry 
 
Employment – Chemical/Oil Industries, Distilling, Nursing, Food Industry, Medicine, 
Agriculture and Materials Science. 
 

 
 
Assessment (N4) (Pass/ Fail)  
 
All assessment is completed and assessed in 
school to SQA standards.  Students must 
pass : 

 Three end of unit assessments 
 One experimental report 
 One investigation which relates to an 

application of chemistry in society 

Assessment (N5) (Grades A-D)  
 
Students grades are comprised of : 
 

 An end of course exam paper consisting of two 
sections totalling 100 marks which forms 80% 
of the final grade.  

 
An assignment which is completed in class and sent 
away for marking and contributes 20% of the final 
grade. 
 
The additional Fundamental Chemistry units are 
assessed by two 30 mark question papers completed 
in class, pass mark is 60%. The outcomes assessed 
are aligned with the N4/5 courses and so no additional 
coverage is required. 
 

 

Entry Requirements 
 
Either by achieving level 3 in S3 or prior 
agreement with science faculty head. 

Entry Requirements 
 

 Achieved level 4 in S3 and studying National 5 
Maths Or 

 Achieved National 4 Chemistry and National 4 
Maths. 
Or 

 By agreement with science faculty head. 
 

 

Progression 
 
A pass in National 4 would allow 
progression to National 5. 
 

Progression 
 
National 6 (Higher) is the logical progression from 
National 5 

 
 
 



 

Subject:  COMPUTING SCIENCE NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
Both courses cover mostly the same areas.  The N5 level extends the depth and detail of the 
required knowledge and splits the Information Systems area into two parts, Website and 
Database Design and Development.  In addition to the core units, N4 includes an Added Value 
unit comprising of an assessed practical assignment and at N5, there is a centrally marked 
Assignment and an external exam. 
 
The aims of the course are to enable you to: 

 develop knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes in computing 
science 

 apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation and evaluation to a 
range of digital solutions  

 communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology 

 develop an understanding of the role and impact of computing science in changing and 
influencing our environment and society 

 
Recommended Entry Levels 
 
For N5, pupils should normally have achieved Level 3 in both English and Mathematics. 
For N4, pupils should be making progress through Level 3 in both English and Mathematics. 
 
 
Software Design and Development 
 
The aim of this unit is for you to develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-
solving skills in software design and development through appropriate software development 
environments.  You will develop your programming skills by implementing practical solutions 
and explaining how these programs work.  These tasks will involve some complex features and 
both familiar and new contexts, which will require some interpretation on your part.  You will 
also develop an understanding of how data and instructions are stored, basic computer 
architecture and awareness of different contemporary software development 
languages/environments.  You will also explore the impact of contemporary software-based 
applications on society and the environment. 
 
Information System Design and Development (Database D & D/Website D &D at N5) 
 
The aim of this Unit is for you to develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-
solving skills related to information system design and development through a range of 
practical and investigative tasks.  You will apply computational thinking skills to implement 
practical solutions using a range of development tools and develop an understanding of the 
technical, legal and environmental issues related to one or more information systems.  Tasks 
will involve some complex features and familiar and new contexts, which will require some 
interpretation on your part.  You will also develop an understanding of basic computer 
hardware, software, connectivity and security issues through a range of practical and 
investigative tasks.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4)  
 
Units 
 
The two core units will be assessed by you 
keeping a folio of completed practical 
assignments.  You will also record findings of 
investigations, evaluation reports, etc., in an 
electronic log-book. 
 
Practical Assignment (Added Value Unit) 
 
This will draw on the knowledge gained in both 
the core units.  It will involve you in developing a 
digital solution to a problem.  You will need to 
plan, design, implement, test and evaluate your 
solution. 
 
The above assessments are purely pass/fail with 
no grading.  There will be opportunities for you to 
re-visit and improve any areas of weakness. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
Practical Assignment 
 
This will draw on the knowledge gained in the three 
core areas.  It will involve you in developing digital 
solutions to a series of problems.  You will need to 
plan, design, implement, test and evaluate your 
solutions. 
It must be completed in 8 hours and  will be marked 
(out of 50) by the SQA. 
 
External Exam 
 
This will cover knowledge of the three core areas 
units.  It will be marked out of 110. 
 
Both marks will be combined and the total will give 
the student a grade A-D. 
 
For N5, there are no unit passes. 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Numeracy 
You will build on your skills in using number processes to solve problems.  You will develop your skills 
to interpret data, gauge its reliability, make informed choices and predict probable outcomes from it. 
 
Employability, enterprise and citizenship 
This involves having the ability to use ICT systems and emerging technologies to handle information 
and to make informed decisions based on information obtained using technology. 
 
Thinking skills 
You will develop the ability to use information to solve a problem in a different context and to plan and 
organise a task.  This covers identifying and weighing-up a situation and using judgement in coming to 
a conclusion after reviewing and considering several potential solutions. 
 
Progression  
Both courses provide skills useful in today’s society and workplace.  Educationally, there is a 
progression from N4, through N5 to Higher in school, and to FE and HE courses. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
You will be expected to use study time to revise and consolidate your learning.  There will also be 
homework tasks to focus on key aspects.  For practical assignments, you will be expected to carry out 
research, planning and evaluation tasks both at home and as part of in-school study. 

 
  
POSSIBLE PROGRESSION  
 
N4 → N5 → National 6 (Higher) Computing Science in S5/6 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  DRAMA NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
Drama Skills Unit 
In this unit students will respond to a range of stimuli and negotiate and decide how and what 
information they will present to an audience.  They will develop a range of characterisation and 
presentation skills.  Students will also learn how different styles, genres and forms can 
contribute to the impact on an audience and they will have opportunities to experiment with 
negotiated forms. (This will assist N5 pupils with being able to devise a performance piece in 
the second section of the written examination paper.) 
 
Production Skills Unit 
In this unit students will have a chance to explore a range of technical areas including props, 
lights, sound, costume, make up and set design (N5) and learn how a production team 
contribute to a small-scale performance.  How the technical areas can enhance and contribute 
to a performance will also be explored. In the written examination pupils have to write an 
evaluation of a piece of work they have been involved in or write about the contribution of 
another member of their production team.  In the second section of the examination paper, 
candidates must be able to explain how theatre arts could be used to enhance a theatrical 
performance.  
 
Added Value Unit 
In this unit the skills and knowledge gained in the other units will be used to present a small-
scale production to an audience.  Students will negotiate their individual role either as an actor 
or in a technical area. They will be involved in creating or negotiating the text to be performed. 
 

 

Assessment (N4)  
 
Each unit will be assessed on a pass/fail 
basis and units will be internally assessed.  
Pupils will be expected to keep a folio of work 
with their ideas, plans, drawings and scripts. 
 
The added value unit will be internally 
assessed but externally verified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
The added value unit at National 5 will be 
externally assessed by an external examiner 
who will visit the school in March / April to 
asses pupils’ performance in an acting or 
technical role. This practical demonstration of 
pupils’ performance skills will account for 50% 
of their course award. Pupils will be assessed 
in either an acting or production role with the 
total marks awarded to this section being 60.  
(The actual performance will be marked out of 
50 and the other 10 marks will be awarded for 
the maintenance of a written preparation for 
performance log.)  The examination, marked 
out of 40, will assess the knowledge and 
understanding gained during all the class work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
According to the World Economic Forum, “To thrive in today’s innovation-driven 
economy, workers need a different mix of skills than in the past. In addition to 
foundational skills like literacy and numeracy, they need competencies like 
collaboration, creativity and problem-solving, and character qualities like persistence, 
curiosity and initiative.” 
 
Pupils will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and for meeting 
deadlines.  They will be encouraged to be self-disciplined and self-sufficient within a production 
team.  Students will be set various challenges and encouraged to work through problems by 
experimenting and thinking creatively about possible solutions. 
 
Throughout the drama courses they will be encouraged to be a reflective learner, able to 
identify their own strengths and weaknesses through the evaluation process.  Being able to 
take advice and give feedback are useful skills that will be developed in the national Drama 
courses. 
 
The ability to take direction can be related to the work environment and the need to follow 
instructions from line managers/supervisors. 
 
The ability to work with others as part of a team and work to agreed deadlines are skills that 
are useful in both personal and work life. 
 
If you would like more detailed information about the value of studying drama in school, leaflets 
are available from the Drama Department or you can look at the following YouTube video to 
see what some of the professionals have to say about the value of studying drama. YouTube 
video by Person Publishing:  The Importance of Drama:  Transferrable Skills. 
https://youtu.be/q3DGHtpuV28 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils will be given a range of homework tasks which may include researching information 
about a theme, topic or issue.  When acting, they will be expected to learn lines, work on 
developing their character and making notes for their folio / revision notes for N5.  If they opt for 
a technical role, they will be involved in making notes and completing planning sheets for their 
selected area. They may work on evaluations of their own or others’ work at home. (N5) 
 
  
POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 

 
National 4 → National 5 → National 6 (Higher) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/q3DGHtpuV28
https://youtu.be/q3DGHtpuV28


 

Subject:  ENGINEERING SCIENCE (DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY) NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future.  Engineers play 
key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate change, medicine, IT and 
transport, as such there will always be a demand for skilled people in the workforce. 
 
This course provides a broad introduction to engineering and its focus on developing transferable skills.  
It will be of value to many pupils but particularly those who wish to pursue a career in engineering or 
science.  
 
The course consists of series topics that for N4 are grouped as units. These topics will cover 
engineering contexts & challenge, electronics & control, mechanisms & structures. While 
studying these topics you will: 
 

 Develop an understanding of what different engineers do as a job 

 Develop knowledge of energy, where it comes from and why sustainability is increasingly 
important 

 Develop your knowledge of engineering concepts through exploration and analysis. 

 Research new technologies considering any implications that may arise from their use. 

 Study the following concepts so that you can solve a given problem: 
 electronic control both digital and analogue 
 pneumatic systems 
 mechanisms 
 structures and strength of materials 

 Evaluate your solution to suggest potential improvements using appropriate engineering 
terminology 

 
By the end of the course you will have the ability to design, develop, simulate, build and test 
potential solutions to engineering problems in a range of contexts.   
 

 Due to the nature of this subject pupils will be required to apply and manipulate a variety of 
formulas. To maximise pupil’s potential to be successful they will need to have good numeracy 
skills. It is recommended that pupils should be undertaking the N5 Mathematics to undertake 
the N5 course. 

 

 

Assessment (N4)  
 

There are 3 units that will be assessed against 
the requirements set by the SQA on a pass/fail 
basis. You will have two attempts only at each 
assessment. 
 
After successful completion of all units you will 
you will then apply your knowledge to complete 
an engineering task from a given set of 
instructions  
 
To successfully achieve an overall award, you 
must pass all four areas. 
 
 

 

Assessment (N5) 
 

You will complete internally assessed tasks to 
demonstrate your comprehension of the course 
content. 
 
To achieve an overall award you will complete a 
course assignment set out by the SQA (50 marks) 
and undertake an exam at the end of the course 
(110 marks). 
 
These two elements will be combined and you will 
be awarded A-D based on your performance. 

 
 
 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Throughout these courses you will develop many transferable skills that can be beneficial in a variety of 
ways.  The skills used in formulae and handling data will improve your numeracy.  You will utilise ICT in 
your handling of data, modelling and simulating your solutions and when researching commercial 
products, which will improve your employability. 
 
Both National 4 and 5 involve you working to a given design brief and this improves your thinking skills 
as you have to demonstrate that you understand the task before you apply your gained knowledge to a 
design before than analysing and evaluating your solution.  You will also have to work in groups, 
improving your communication skills. 
 
Engineering Science is accepted by colleges and universities as part of their entry requirements as an 
alternative to Physics.  It is particularly useful for any engineering or design based courses, civil, 
mechanical, electrical etc or in any science based vocation. 

 

 
 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
You should allow up to one hour per week for assignments and revision. 
 
We will issue some tasks to reinforce topics covered in class and, where necessary, expect research to 
be undertaken to allow class work to progress. 

 
 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4 Engineering Science → National 5 Engineering Science→ National 6 (Higher)  Engineering 
Science 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  ENGLISH NATIONAL 4/5 
 

Subject Description 
 
Both N4 and N5 offer learners opportunities to develop and extend their abilities in language & 
communication.  The courses also foster and encourage independent learning, critical literacy, 
personal, interpersonal and team working skills as well as creative thinking. 
 
Pupils will study two key units in N4 

 Analysis & Evaluation (Reading & Listening) 

 Creation & Production (Writing & Talking) 
 

Pupils will study two key areas in N5: 

 RUAE – Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 

 Critical Reading – Critical Essay and Textual Analysis 
 

They will also complete a Spoken Language Assessment  
 

These units/areas are taught in an integrated way through the study of a wide range of topics & 
texts both oral and written, fiction and non-fiction, including: novels, short stories, drama scripts, 
poetry, film, television dramas, documentaries, newspapers and magazines, advertising, radio, 
blogs, websites, internet journalism. 

 
The department offers a range of Integrated Themed Core Units for study such as:  

 Homelessness and the Dispossessed 

 Technology and Society 

 The Experience of War 

 Fantasy and Film 
 
In addition, a mixture of classic and modern texts such as: ‘Animal Farm’, ‘Noughts and Crosses’, 
‘All Quiet on the Western Front’  ‘Macbeth’, ‘An Inspector Calls’ ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’, Of Mice and 
Men’, Poetry of Norman MacCaig, Seamus Heaney, Jackie Kay, short stories by Iain Crichton 
Smith, the films ‘Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein’, ’Saving Private Ryan’, ‘The Sandman’,  and various 
short stories will be studied in preparation for exams.   
 

In particular, the courses aim to develop in learners the ability to: 
 

 listen and talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

 understand, analyse and critically evaluate texts, from a range  of literature, language and 
media, including Scottish texts 

 read and listen closely 

 research effectively, develop questioning and note making skills as well as collate and 
synthesise sources  

 

  discuss and present ideas in an effective way 
 

 create and produce texts of a functional, argumentative, expressive & creative nature as 
appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

 

 apply knowledge and understanding of language, vocabulary & grammar skills in new and 
unfamiliar contexts 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4)   Pass/ Fail 

Internal 

Unit assessments 

 
Evidence will be generated across the units in 
the course: 
 

 One reading and talking assessment 
 One listening and writing assessment 
 One Literacy assessment (to cover all 

four language skills) 
plus 

Added Value  Unit 
Learners will demonstrate their language skills 
by investigating a chosen topic.  This will be 
presented in the form of  

either 
a critical essay, informative essay, an 
argumentative essay or report (700-800 
words) 

or 
an oral presentation,  a five minute talk (not 
including questions) delivered to an audience 

Assessment (N5)   Grades A-D 

Internal 

Unit Assessments  
 

 Spoken Language Assessment 
 
External (SQA Exam) 
Section 1 - Reading for Understanding, Analysis 
and Evaluation – Close Reading of non-fiction   
(30 marks) 
 
Section 2 – Critical Reading 
1 Textual Analysis of a Scottish text 
1 Critical essay on text of pupil’s choice 
(40 marks) 

plus 
Writing Folio 
Two writing pieces to be submitted 
1 x Discursive 
1 x Creative 
No assessed piece may be redrafted more than 
twice. 
(30 marks) 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work:  
 

Literacy, Employment, Further & Higher Education 

Apart from being desirable in itself, a qualification in English is vital in securing future employment and 
study opportunities:  

 All employers consider a good level of English to be a basic requirement. 
 Most Modern Apprenticeships stipulate a minimum level of English qualification as an entry 

requirement. 
 Entry to Further Education courses requires a minimum level of English qualification. 

 Many University courses stipulate English as an entry requirement and even those which do 
not, prefer their students to have studied English to a minimum level.  Qualifications in English 
can be a discriminating factor for Universities when deciding on offers for borderline cases.   

 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
On a regular basis you will be expected to think, plan and research in preparation for talk, writing and 
class activities. Key assignments will also be set and deadlines given for pieces of work to be 
submitted to provide practice for assessment or evidence for assessment. Learners are also expected 
to read for pleasure at home – novels, newspapers, magazines, internet sites, etc. - and keep a log of 
your personal reading.  All homework will be published on ‘Show My Homework’ 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4/5 English → National 5 Literacy/ English or National 6 (Higher), Scots Language Award 
(Levels 4-6) → AH English 
 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  FASHION AND TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY COURSE N4/N5 (HOME ECONOMICS) 

 

Subject Description 
 

There will be a small charge of £5.00 to help cover costs for incidentals.  Students will be required to 
purchase main fabric pieces for chosen items to fulfil briefs. 
 

The main purpose of the Course is to develop the skills and knowledge to support fashion/textile related 
activities.  The knowledge and skills that students acquire by successfully completing the Course will be 
valuable for learning, for life and for the world of work. 
 

The course is practical and experiential.  Students will plan, make and evaluate straightforward 
fashion/textile items to given briefs, through doing so students will:-  

 Develop their practical skills and textile construction techniques to plan and make basic 
fashion/textile items. 

 Gain in confidence, improve knowledge and develop their technique in the use of tools and 
equipment used when working with textiles. 

 Learn about textile properties and their characteristics. 

 Develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of factors that influence fashion/textile 
choices and fashion trends. 

 Learn and develop basic investigation and evaluation skills.  

 Be able to communicate ideas effectively. 
 

The Course has four mandatory units including the Added Value Unit.  To achieve the National 4 
Fashion and Textile Technology Course, learners must pass all four units.  National 4 Courses are not 
graded.  
 

The NAT 4 Course or its Units may provide progression to:- 

 National 5 Fashion and Textile Technology Course 

 Other SQA qualifications in fashion and textile technology or related areas, e.g. health and 
wellbeing, creative arts or technologies. 

 Further education and employment or training. 
 

At National 5 Level students will continue to develop their skills and techniques through practical 
construction of fabric items.  They will prepare for the making of fashion/textile items prior to making 
them when they will have to work to an appropriate degree of accuracy using a range of complex textile 
construction techniques.  Students will also have to take into account factors that affect fashion and 
textile choices, fashion trends and influences.  Commercial paper patterns will be used to make their 
fashion/textile item. 
 
Assessment (N4) 
 

4 Mandatory Units of Work completed using a 
combined approach.  

 Textile Technologies 

 Fashion Textile Item Development. 

 Fashion Textile Choices 

 Added Value Unit focussing on 
breadth, challenge and application. 

 

All units to be completed successfully to 
achieve Course Award. 
 

Internally marked. 

Assessment (N5) 
 

3 Mandatory Units of Work completed using a 
combined approach. 
 

 Textile Technologies 

 Fashion/Textile Item Development. 

 Fashion and Textile Choices  
 

To achieve the course award the student must 
complete the  

 Course Assessment evidence will be externally 
graded.  

 All practical textile work  

 Sit a written paper which will be embedded into 
the National SQA Exam Timetable. 

All elements will provide the basis for the Course 
award grade - A B or C. 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Numeracy 
Money, time and measurement 
Health and Wellbeing 
Personal Learning 
Thinking Skills 
Applying Skills 
Planning 
Communication Skills 
Presentation Skills 
Investigation Techniques 
Analysing  
Evaluation 
Textile Skills 

 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 

 Practise practical sewing techniques to improve quality and standard of work. 
 

 Research and collect samples of fabrics, fashion styles, examples of items to generate ideas. 
 

 Generate ideas for briefs. 
 

 Complete evaluation of work. 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
Possible progression to National 6 (Higher) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  FRENCH NATIONAL 4/5 (MODERN LANGUAGES) 

 

Subject Description 
 
Both N4 and N5 offer you opportunities to reflect on, communicate and develop ideas through 
language.  You will gain an insight into other ways of thinking, other views of the world and develop a 
richer understanding of active citizenship. 
 
The main purpose of the course is to develop the skills of reading, listening, talking and writing in order 
to communicate in French. It will also enable you to be a critical thinker, develop cultural awareness 
and be creative.  
 
You will encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media, including a film study. 
 
This course would be suitable for most pupils in S4-S6.  Prior learning in the subject is recommended 
as there are opportunities for you to build on prior learning experienced in your broad general education 
in S1-S3. 
 
 
The course offers you the opportunity to develop language skills in the meaningful real-life contexts of 
Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 
 

We would hope to cover the following topics 
 Society 1. Family and Friends (Appearances and qualities) 
  2. Media and Technology (TV, cinema, music) 
  3. Lifestyles (Hobbies, interests) 
  4. Global languages/Citizenship (Personal information) 
 Learning  1. Education (School, likes and dislikes) 
  2. Learning in context (Comparing schools globally/ types of learner) 
 Employability 1. Jobs (Jobs, future plans, CVs) 
 Culture 1. Planning a trip (Travel, directions, accommodation) 

  2. Other countries (Customs, traditions, eating out) 
  3. Celebrations (Special events, shopping) 

 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils will be expected to regularly revise and learn vocabulary at home as well as to practise writing 
and talking tasks.  Regular tasks will be set and completion dates will be agreed with the teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
Internal 
Unit Assessments, Added Value Unit 
 
Evidence will be generated across the units in the 
course: 
 

 Understanding one straightforward written 
text.  (Reading) 

 Understanding one straightforward 
spoken text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 Using straightforward written language in 
at least one activity.  (Writing) 

 
Assessments will be set by the school to provide 
both breadth and challenge. 
 
ADDED VALUE UNIT 
You will be applying language skills to investigate 
and report on a chosen topic. 

1. Select information from 2 texts 
2. Make an oral presentation and take part in 

a short conversation in French. 
 
The topic will be agreed with the teacher, who will 
provide relevant texts. 
This unit is also internally assessed by the 
school.  It may be verified within the SQA 
guidelines. 
 

National 5 Assessment External  
 
The external course assessment is set by the SQA. 
 
Pupils are assessed on the following: 
 

 Performance (talking) 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Listening 

 Course Assignment ( writing) 

 
Each skill is worth 25% of the overall final award. 
 
 
Talking is assessed in school by the class teacher 
but may be verified by the SQA. 
The Performance takes the format of giving a short 
presentation on a topic of the learner’s choice.  
There is also a short follow on conversation on a 
different topic. 
 
The Course Assignment (Writing) is completed 
under exam conditions in class time and marked 
externally by the SQA. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Literacy, Employment, Further and Higher Education 
Language is at the core of thinking.  It is expected that you will develop both subject specific and broad, 
generic skills throughout this course.  These skills include 
 

 Reading, Listening, Talking and Writing skills in French (Literacy skills) 
 Applying grammatical knowledge 
 Investigating and reporting on a chosen topic 
 Thinking skills 
 Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

 
The ability to speak a foreign language gives you the edge.  The final aim may be a career in 
Engineering, Law, Tourism, to name but a few, but no matter the subject area, a language skill will 
always put you in pole position.  “The limits of your language are the limits of your world.” 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4  → National 5  → National 6 (Higher) → National 7 (Advanced Higher) in French. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  GEOGRAPHY  NATIONAL 4/5 

 
Subject Description 
 
Geography is both a Science and Social Science, and this is reflected in the National 4/5 course.  The 
Geography course will encourage learners to develop important attitudes, including an open mind, 
respect for values, beliefs and cultures of others: with openness to new thinking and ideas. 
 
The investigative nature of fieldwork and critical thinking activities in this course give an important 
experience in contributing to group work, and also independent study, attributes which will be central 
to a pupils’ future success. Utilising local resources such as the Cairngorms and the expertise from the 
mountain rangers, pupils will experience geography first hand and deepen their understanding. The 
integration of local experts will also benefit pupils and add relevance to their studies. 
 
Through the skills and content of the course, pupils will develop an increased understanding of the 
environment, sustainability and the impact of global issues.  They will develop a sense of responsible 
citizenship, and be encouraged to reflect upon the impact of the environment on their health and well-
being. 
 
A variety of skills including map interpretation and data collection, will be developed and applied over a 
range of physical environment, human environment and global contexts in the following units: 
 

 Physical Environments - the focus will be on skills, knowledge and understanding of the 
processes and interactions of the physical environment.  Key topics will be the location of 
landscape type (glaciated uplands and coastlines of erosion and deposition), formation of 
landscape features, land use conflict and management along with sustainability will form the 
back bone of the unit and where relevant use local examples whilst atmosphere and weather 
brings the physical section to a close. 

 

 Human Environments - In this Unit, the focus will be on the development of geographic skills 
and techniques in the context of human environments. Learners will develop knowledge and 
understanding of the processes and interactions at work within human environments. Learners 
will study and compare developed and developing countries drawn from a global context. Key 
topics will include: contrasts in development; world population distribution and change; and 
issues in changing urban and rural landscapes. 

 

 Global Issues- the focus will be on the use of numerical and graphical information in the 
context of global issues. Key topics will be climate change and sustainability, environmental 
hazards (such as Tsunamis’, Hurricanes and other hazards). 
 

 Added Value Unit: Project- learners will choose an issue from any of the above three units.  

This will give learners the opportunity to research and apply the skills they have learnt to 

communicate their findings. This will allow for greater personalisation and choice for each 

individual student. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Each unit will be assessed according to the 
requirements of the SQA. 
 
The Added Value unit will allow you to use 
field trip evidence to investigate and compare 
2 different shopping areas. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
Each unit will be assessed in line with the 
requirements of the SQA exam to gauge progress. 
 
The Added Value unit will allow you to use field trip 
evidence to investigate and compare 2 different 
shopping areas. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Geography contributes to general education and the wider curriculum. It will help develop informed and 
active citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and 
processes. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they 
will use in everyday life. During the two year national course students will gain skills that are not only 
essential to the study of geography and other social subjects The practical and multidisciplinary nature 

of Geography will help to develop skills in employability and enterprise.  The emphasis on the critical 
evaluation of sources, including maps, will develop thinking skills, graphic, literary and numeracy skills. 
Natural progression will allow for the study of higher geography or any other Social Subject.  
 
The natural progression from a National 5 pass within the school environment is to continue the study 
of geography with the Higher course.  The pupils can also continue into further education courses in 
Geography, Humanities and Social Sciences, Law, Journalism and Business Administration or other 
related areas.  The pupils may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of 
different areas 
 

 
Personal Study/Homework 
 

Homework will form a regular part of the course, involving pupils building on their study skills, and 
preparing for unit assessments. The homework may take a variety of forms, for example, completing 
course work, revision or research tasks.  We will use show my homework to allow parents access to 
this. 
 

 

 

This course may provide one of the units which contributes to the completion of the Wider 
Achievement ‘Scottish Studies Award’ (if studied in a Scottish context). 
 

 
POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 

Progression from S3 Geography leads through National 4 or 5, then Higher and finally Advanced Higher 
Geography.  Other Social Subjects provide an excellent choice for pupils who may wish to add to their 
study of geography or to choose another path. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  GERMAN NATIONAL 4/5 (MODERN LANGUAGES) 

 

Subject Description 
 
 
Both N4 and N5 offer you opportunities to reflect on, communicate and develop ideas through 
language.  You will gain an insight into other ways of thinking, other views of the world and develop a 
richer understanding of active citizenship. 
 
The main purpose of the course is to develop the skills of reading, listening, talking and writing in 
order to communicate in German. It will also enable you to be a critical thinker, develop cultural 
awareness and be creative.  
 
You will encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media, including a film study. 
 
This course would be suitable for most pupils in S4-S6.  Prior learning in the subject is 
recommended as there are opportunities for you to build on prior learning experienced in your broad 
general education in S1-S3. 
 
 
The course offers you the opportunity to develop language skills in the meaningful real-life contexts 
of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 
 

We would hope to cover the following topics 
 Society 1. Family and Friends (Appearances and qualities) 
  2. Media and Technology (TV, cinema, music) 
  3. Lifestyles (Hobbies, interests) 
  4. Global languages/Citizenship (Personal information) 
 Learning  1. Education (School, likes and dislikes) 
  2. Learning in context (Comparing schools globally/type of learner) 
 Employability 1. Jobs (Jobs, future plans, CVs) 
 Culture 1. Planning a trip (Travel, directions, accommodation) 

  2. Other countries (Customs, traditions, eating out) 
  3. Celebrations (Special events, shopping) 

 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils will be expected to regularly revise and learn vocabulary at home as well as to practise writing 
and talking tasks.  Regular tasks will be set and completion dates will be agreed with the teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
Internal 
Unit Assessments, Added Value Unit 
 
Evidence will be generated across the units in the 
course: 
 

 Understanding one straightforward written 
text.  (Reading) 

 Understanding one straightforward 
spoken text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 Using straightforward written language in 
at least one activity.  (Writing) 

 
Assessments will be set by the school to provide 
both breadth and challenge. 
 
 
ADDED VALUE UNIT 
You will be applying language skills to investigate 
and report on a chosen topic. 

1. Select information from 2 texts 
2. Make an oral presentation and take part in 

a short conversation in German  
 
The topic will be agreed with the teacher, who will 
provide relevant texts. 
This unit is also internally assessed by the 
school.  It may be verified within the SQA 
guidelines. 

National 5 Assessment External  
 
The external course assessment is set by the 
SQA. 
 
Pupils are assessed on the following: 
 

 Performance (talking) 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Listening 

 Course Assignment ( writing) 

 
Each skill is worth 25% of the overall final award. 
 
 
Talking is assessed in school by the class teacher 
but may be verified by the SQA. 
The Performance takes the format of giving a 
short presentation on a topic of the learner’s 
choice.  There is also a short follow on 
conversation on a different topic. 
 
The Course Assignment (Writing) is completed 
under exam conditions in class time and marked 
externally by the SQA. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Literacy, Employment, Further and Higher Education 
Language is at the core of thinking.  It is expected that you will develop both subject specific and 
broad, generic skills throughout this course.  These skills include 
 

 Reading, Listening, Talking and Writing skills in German (Literacy skills) 
 Applying grammatical knowledge 
 Investigating and reporting on a chosen topic 
 Thinking skills 
 Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

 
The ability to speak a foreign language gives you the edge.  The final aim may be a career in 
Engineering, Law, Tourism, to name but a few, but no matter the subject area, a language skill will 
always put you in pole position.  “The limits of your language are the limits of your world.” 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4/5  →  National 6 (Higher)  →  National 7 (Advanced Higher)  in German 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION NATIONAL 4/5 (DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY) 

 

Subject Description 
 
Graphic Communication allows pupils to develop an awareness of graphics as an international 
language and an understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on society and 
the environment.  
 
The course content can be grouped into two sections, 2D and 3D graphics that you will undertake at 
your appropriate level. This will involve you in; 

 

 using sketches to display ideas graphically 

 using graphic communication equipment to produce drawings both manually and through the 
use of CAD 

 developing illustration techniques both manual and with CAG to create promotional graphics 

 applying standard conventions to drawings both product and architectural 

 gaining understanding of good design practices in the creation of DTP graphics 

 understanding the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and 
society. 

 
The course provides opportunities to build self-confidence and resilience while you enhance skills in 
numeracy, ICT, planning and organising work tasks. While the majority of the tasks will involve 
working independently you may have to work in collaboration with others. Pupils will develop a 
multitude of transferable skills that can be applied elsewhere.  
 
Throughout the course you will be taught to use a variety of industrial standard software packages 
currently use in a multitude of graphic based industries. Using the skills taught you will produce a 
portfolio of graphics to satisfy a given brief hence developing your awareness of industrial practices.  

 

 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
There are 2 units that will be assessed against 
the requirements set by the SQA on a pass/fail 
basis. You will have two attempts only at each 
element of the assessment. 
 
After successful completion of both units you 
will you will then apply your knowledge to 
complete a task from a given set of SQA 
instructions  
 
To successfully achieve an overall award, you 
must pass all three areas. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
You will complete internally assessed tasks to 
demonstrate your comprehension of the course 
content. 
 
To achieve an overall award you will complete a 
course assignment set out by the SQA (40 marks) 
and undertake an exam at the end of the course 
(80 marks).  
 
These two elements will be combined and you will 
be awarded A-D based on your performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Throughout these courses you will develop many transferable skills that can be beneficial in a variety 
of ways.  The skills used in creating precise drawings will improve numeracy skills in accurate 
measuring and use of dimensioning.  When working with CAD, DTP 3D Printing and other graphic 
packages, you will be more informed about ICT which improves employability. 
 
Both National 4 and 5 involve you working to a given design brief and this improves your thinking skills 
as you have to demonstrate that you understand the task before you apply your gained knowledge to 
a design before than analysing and evaluating your solution. 
 
Graphic Communication is accepted by colleges and universities as part of their entry requirements.  It 
is particularly useful for any engineering or design based courses, architecture, game designing and 
print technologies. 

 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
You should allow up to one hour per week for assignments and revision. 
 
We will issue some tasks to reinforce topics covered in class and, where necessary, expect research 
to be undertaken to allow class work to progress. 
 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4 Graphic Communication → National Graphic Communication → National 6 (Higher)  
Graphic Communication→ National 7 (Advanced Higher)  Graphic Communication 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  HISTORY NATIONAL 3 

 

Course Outline: 
 
This course will allow pupils of any ability to access history.  The theme will be: Exploring People and 
the Past. 

 

For whom would this course be suitable? 
 
The course would be suitable for pupils who do not meet the criteria for National 4s or 5s yet wish to 
continue the study of a Social Subject and gain a national Qualification. 

 

Course Structure (units etc): 
Three units will be on offer; these will be: 
Scottish: The Scottish Wars of Independence, 1286-1382 
British: The Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1700-1832 
European and World: Race relations in the USA, 1900-1968 
 
The Scottish topic gives our students the opportunity to delve deep into Scotland’s exciting and eventful 
past.  Students will discover and research national icons and heroes such as William Wallace and 
Robert the Bruce and put themselves in their shoes and view Scotland through their patriotic eyes. 
 
Students will discover one of Britain’s deepest most undesirable secrets of the past, our part in the 
transatlantic slave trade.  Britain at the time was the most powerful nation in the world.  This unit 
explores how Britain used that power and greed to enslave and exploit one race for profit. 
 
This Free at Last unit follows the story of how African American’s fought for equality in the years after 
the transatlantic slave trade. Students will see how America tried to stop Civil Rights through racist 
Laws and organisations such as the KKK.  

 

Assessment arrangements: 
 
The added Value unit will allow pupils to delve deeper into a ‘Moment in History and produce a paper 
based upon a historical painting/photograph, document or artefact.  

 

Development of Skills for learning, life and work 
 
History contributes to general education and the wider curriculum. It will help develop informed and 
active citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and 
processes. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they 
will use in everyday life. 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Regular homework will be given throughout the course, the purpose of which will be to gauge pupil 
understanding of topics as well as to assess the skills essential to the understanding of history.  We are 
hopeful that the topics will engage the pupils and allow them to take each topic into personal reading. 
We will use show my homework to allow parents access to this. 

 
This course may provide one of the units which contribute to the completion of the Wider Achievement 
‘Scottish Studies Award’ (if studied in a Scottish context). 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  HISTORY NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
Following on from the S3 theme of Freedom and Rights, the new National 4/5 History course will 
follow the theme of: the Birth of Freedoms and Nations. 
 
Three units will be on offer; these will be: 
 
Scottish:  The Scottish Wars of Independence, 1286-1328 
British: The Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1700 – 1832. 
European and World: Race relations in the USA, 1900-1968 
 
The Scottish topic gives our students the opportunity to delve deep into Scotland’s exciting and 
eventful past. Students will discover and research national icons and heroes such as William Wallace 
and Robert the Bruce and put themselves in their shoes and view Scotland through their patriotic 
eyes. We’ll explore Scotland’s national identity and how it was created through hardship and 
determination to overcome oppression.  We’ll reveal how the Scots were first conquered and then 
gained their independence from Edward II.  The key theme in the unit is freedom and the birth of a 
nation…the Scottish nation.  
 
Students will discover one of Britain’s deepest most undesirable secrets of the past, our part in the 
transatlantic slave trade. Britain at the time was the most powerful nation in the world.  This unit 
explores how Britain used that power and greed to enslave and exploit one race for profit. We’ll see 
how slaves were captured, transported and put to work in the America’s, students will have the 
opportunity to investigate the motives and reasons why it happened and how slaves survived. The 
story of oppression and greed are contrasted with bravery, compassion and determination for 
freedom.  
 
This Free at Last unit follows the story of how African American’s fought for equality in the years after 
the transatlantic slave trade. Students will see how America tried to stop Civil Rights through racist 
Laws and organisations such as the KKK. The students will learn about the extraordinary Civil Rights 
leaders and brave activists who fought oppression, hatred and racial discrimination to achieve equality 
and Civil Rights. Students will be asked to assess how far the fight for freedom and equality was 
successful by 1968, and compare this to today’s society.   
 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Each unit will be assessed according to the 
requirements of the SQA.  This will take the form of 
a folio of evidence which will be assessed at 
regular intervals throughout the year. 
 
The Added Value unit will allow you to delve 
deeper into a ‘Moment in History’ and produce a 
paper based upon an historical 
painting/photograph, document or artefact.  This 
will encourage you to be creative with your work 
and allow for everyone to access work that does 
not conform to a ‘set’ frame. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
Each unit will be assessed in line with the 
requirements of the SQA exam to gauge 
progress. 
 
The Assignment unit will allow you to delve 
deeper into a ‘Moment in History’ and produce 
an essay based upon an historical question.  
This will introduce the discursive work and 
provide a key link to higher History 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
History contributes to general education and the wider curriculum.  It will help develop informed and 
active citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and 
processes.  You will gain skills that are not only essential to the study of history and other social 
subjects but will allow for the development of transferable skills such as; extended writing and essay 
writing, the skills of research and evaluation as well as how to make valid conclusions and reach an 
understanding of people in the past.  Source evaluation will also focus on recognition skills such as 
exaggeration and bias. 
 
The natural progression from a National 5 pass within the school environment is to continue the study 
of history with the Higher course.  You can also continue into further education courses in History, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Law, Journalism and Business Administration or other related areas.  
You may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of different areas. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Regular homework will be given throughout the course, the purpose of which will be to gauge your 
understanding of topics as well as to assess the skills essential to the understanding of history.  We are 
hopeful that the topics will engage you and allow you to take each topic into personal reading.  We will 
use show my homework to allow parents access to this. 
 

 
This course may provide one of the units which contribute to the completion of the Wider Achievement 
‘Scottish Studies Award’ (if studied in a Scottish context). 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
Progression from S3 History leads through National 4 or 5, then Higher and finally Advanced Higher 
History.  Other Social Subjects provide an excellent choice for pupils who may wish to add to their study 
of History or to choose another path. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  HOSPITALITY-PRACTICAL COOKERY N4/5 (HOME ECONOMICS) 

 

Subject Description 
 
There is a charge of £50 to cover the cost of ingredients. 
 
This course has a focus on developing practical skills and techniques, organisation and time 
management required for the catering industry.  You will also be required to improve your knowledge 
and understanding of e.g. cookery processes, properties of ingredients, sustainability, nutrition and 
dietary requirements and costing.  Through engaging with the course you will also need to be well 
organised, use time effectively and efficiently and be able to create time plans that will help you 
achieve success when carrying out practical tasks. The subject matter lends itself well to a career in 
the catering and hospitality industry as well as being a life skill which you will need when you live 
independently. 
 
You will be further developing the skills already gained in S2/3 through practical and experiential 
learning.  There will be a need to work with a variety of food products to meet the SQA exam 
requirements; this will include meats, poultry, fish, dairy produce, pulses and grains to compliment the 
basic food larder.  A focus at the start of the course will also provide you with the opportunity to gain a 
certificate in Food Hygiene which will put you in good stead if applying for part time work in the 
hospitality sector. 
 
You will further develop your awareness of the issues surrounding responsible sourcing of foods and 
how to make best use of these, economically and ethically.  Through the study of current dietary 
advice you will be able to come up with solutions to address dietary briefs when adapting recipes. 
 
You will evaluate your own work and the work of others to help you identify how you can improve and 
become more creative in your use of food.  Your creativity will be encouraged through the practical 
application of garnishing and decorative work to create appealing dishes. 
 
There will be opportunities for you to take part in national cookery competitions, this may lead to being 
mentored by a local chef or input from the Catering Moray College giving you the opportunity to show 
your skills as well as enhancing your record of achievement. 
 
The level of time management and food preparation skills you develop over the course will determine 
if you complete the course at National 4 or 5.  
 
The course is comprised of the following units of work- 
 

 Cookery skills, techniques and processes. 

 Understanding and using ingredients. 

 Organisational skills for cooking. 

 Producing a meal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 

 Cookery Skills, Techniques and 
Processes (National 4) 

 Understanding and Using Ingredients 
(National 4) 

 Organisational Skills for Cooking 
(National 4) 

 Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal 
(National 4) 

 
Conditions of award 
To achieve the National 4 Hospitality Practical 
Cookery Course, you must  

 Pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 Complete a practical assessment by 

producing a set 2 course meal in 1 hour 

30 minutes. 

 

Assessment (N5) 
 

 Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes 
(National 5) 

 Understanding and Using Ingredients 
(National 5) 

 Organisational Skills for Cooking (National 5) 
 
Conditions of award 
To achieve the Course Award you must:  

 Pass all of the required units. 

 Complete a practical assessment by 

producing a 3 course meal in 2 hours 30 

minutes. 

 Sit a written paper which will be embedded in 

the National Exam Timetable.  

All elements will provide the basis for the Course 
award grade - A B or C. 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 

 To develop the practical skills and knowledge needed to work in the hospitality industry and to 
live independently “post” school 

 To develop a knowledge of healthy eating, dietary advice and economical and creative use of 
food resources – a valuable life skill and employment skill 

 To develop an understanding of the implications of food sourcing both for home and abroad 

 To encourage reasoned decision making and time management skills 

 To develop skills in food preparation techniques, cookery processes and healthy eating 
 
The course will also develop generic skills in; 
Numeracy – Money, time and measurement 
Employability – Employability 
Thinking skills – Remembering, Understanding, Applying 
 
Progression to National 5 in Hospitality - Practical cookery will be available as a course choice. 
 
 

Personal Study/Homework 
 

 Practise practical techniques to improve quality and standard of work. 

 Research and collect samples of menus and recipes from family, internet and commercial 
sources to help generate ideas. 

 Generate ideas for production of meals, including time plans. 

 Complete evaluation of work. 

 Organise necessary personal equipment – apron and containers prior to each lesson. 
 

 
POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
Pupils at N4 in Practical cookery could progress to N5 in Hospitality. 
 

 
 
 



 

Subject:  Modern Languages for Life and Work Award ( level 3 / level 4) 

 

Subject Description 
 
The Modern Languages for Life and Life Award (SCQF level 3 or 4) provides pupils with the opportunity 
to develop basic personal language skills in a new language.  Possible languages include: 
Spanish, Mandarin, French, German, Russian and Polish 
 
Learners will develop language skills that they can apply in life and work, developing their roles as 
active, global citizens. 
 
The main purpose of this Award is to study one or two languages in practical and relevant contexts for 
life and work.  The knowledge of a language is very useful for future job prospects. 
    
The course is made up of 3 Units: 
 

 Languages for Life 

 Languages for Work 

 Building your Employability Skills ( completed in English) 
 
Topics covered will include: 

 Personal details 

 Family and pets 

 Sports and Hobbies 

 School subjects 

 Expressing opinions 

 Jobs and careers 

 Work placements and work experience 

 Applying for jobs and interviews 

 
The Award would be useful for learners who wish to develop their communication and employability 
skills 

 

 
Assessment (level 3)  Pass/Fail 
Internal 
 
Unit Assessments, Employability Unit 
evidence 
 
Evidence will be generated across the units in the 
course: 
 
Languages for Life Unit: 
 

 Understanding one straightforward 
spoken text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 
 
Languages for Work unit: 

 Understanding one straightforward 
spoken text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 

Assessment (Level 4) Pass/Fail 
Internal 
 
Unit Assessments, Employability Unit evidence 
 
Evidence will be generated across the units in the 
course: 
 
Languages for Life Unit: 
 

 Understanding one straightforward spoken 
text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 
Languages for Work unit: 

 Understanding one straightforward spoken 
text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 Understanding one straightforward written 
text ( Reading) 

 



 
Employability Unit: 
A range of evidence is collected throughout the 
year and assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 
 

 
Employability Unit: 
A range of evidence is collected throughout the 
year and assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Languages is at the core of thinking.  It is expected that you will develop both language specific 
skills and generic skills throughout this course with a strong emphasis on building employability 
skills.  These skills include: 
 
Reading, Listening and Talking in a different language (literacy skills) 
Thinking skills 
Numeracy skills 
Communication skills 
Employability, enterprise and citizenship 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils will be expected to regularly revise and learn vocabulary at home as well as to practise for 
talking tasks.   
 
  
POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
LFLW Level 3 → LFLW level 4 OR Modern Languages National 4 Units ( language depending)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  MATHEMATICS NATIONAL 4/5 &  
                APPLICATIONS OF MATHEMATICS NATIONAL 3/4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
All Mathematics courses develop operational and reasoning skills to enable pupils to expand their 
knowledge and to be able to use it in applications. 
 
Mathematics National 5 This course consists of 3 units: 
 

 Expressions and Formulae – including manipulation of algebraic terms, simplification of 
expressions and evaluation of formulae.  This will involve aspects of algebra, areas and 
volumes of shapes and using reasoning skills. 

 Relationships – including solving equations, working with graphs and carrying out calculations 
on the lengths of sides and sizes of angles of shapes.  This will involve using algebra,  
geometry , and trigonometry skills as well as reasoning skills. 

 Applications – using skills in trigonometry to solve non right angled triangles; working with 
vectors; working with fractions and percentages; using statistics to compare and analyse data 
sets. 

 
Mathematics National 4 This course consists of three units: 
 

 Expressions and Formulae – including working with algebraic expressions; calculating areas 
and volumes of shapes; using symmetry; working with statistics and probability. 

 Relationships – including solving equations; working with graphs; using scale; calculating 
angles and lengths involving angle relationships, Pythagoras and trigonometry. 

 Numeracy – involving working with whole numbers, decimals, fractions, percentages and ratio; 
measurements of time, weight, volumes and temperature and solving related problems; 
interpreting and analysing data from statistical diagrams and using probability. 

 
Applications of Mathematics National 3 - 4 
 
This course consists of three units and will develop skills through context and applications relevant to 
life and work. 
 

 Managing Finance and Statistics – including budgeting, investigating factors affecting income, 
comparing products to find the best deal, and investigating rates for saving and borrowing 
money. 

 Using statistics to interpret, illustrate and analyse and compare data; working with probability 
to assess risk. 

 Geometry and measures – including working with measurements of time, angles and lengths; 
scales; perimeter, area and volume; Theorem of Pythagoras. 

 Numeracy – involving working with whole numbers, decimals, fractions, percentages and ratio; 
measurements of time, weight, volumes and temperature and solving related problems; 
interpreting and analysing data from statistical diagrams and using probability.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Evidence for unit assessments will be gathered 
from unit tests. 
 
A value added test consisting of 2 papers (one 
non-calculator, one calculator permitted) will 
assess the ability to use and apply mathematical 
ideas and strategies learned in the course. 
To achieve this award, all units including the value 
added unit test must be passed. Students will be 
assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 
 
National 3 Applications of Maths has 3 unit 
assessments, but no added value unit test. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
The course assessment will be an external 
exam consisting of 2 papers (one non-calculator, 
one calculator permitted) which assess the 
ability to use and apply mathematical ideas and 
strategies learned in the course. 
 
The course exam which will be graded A, B, C. 
 
It may be appropriate for some pupils to not sit 
the final exam.  In this instance, pupils will be 
credited for each unit that they passed. 
 

 
 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
All courses will develop skills in numeracy, applying knowledge and skills and analysing information.  
In addition literacy skills and skills in working with others will be used continuously. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Homework will be related to the course followed and will usually consist of short exercises to practise 
skills and/or mixed problems to apply previously learned skills. 
 
You should regularly review your class work using notes, texts and internet resources to enable 
knowledge and skills to be retained over time. 
 
Pupils will require to have their own rulers, protractors and scientific calculators. 
All of these can be purchased at a reduced rate from the Maths Department. 
 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
S4 S5/6 
Applications of Mathematics N3 Applications of Mathematics N4 or Mathematics N4 

Applications of Mathematics N4 Applications of Mathematics N5 or Mathematics N4 

Mathematics N4 Applications of Mathematics N4 or N5 or Mathematics N5 

Applications of Mathematics N5       Applications of Mathematics N6 (Higher) or Mathematics N5 

Mathematics N5 Mathematics N6 (Higher) → Advanced Higher 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:  MODERN STUDIES NATIONAL 4/5  

 

Subject Description 
 
Following on from the S3 theme of Freedom and Responsibilities, the new National 4/5 Modern 
Studies course will follow the theme of: Rights and Responsibilities in the 21st century. 
 
The National 4/5 course will develop the understanding of rights and responsibilities in a national 
context.  It will cover the responsibility of society on a political stage, as well as dealing with difficult 
social problems that all societies face.  It will tackle tough questions like:  Should Scotland be an 
\independent country?  How should society be funded?  How do we deal with crime?  You will be 
asked to delve into the difficult questions of how a society runs and, through doing so, gain an 
understanding of your own responsibility within one. 
 
Political issues: Political representation in the UK 
Social issues: Law and Order 
 
The final parts of the course will then look outwardly and think of the country’s responsibility to the 
world.  Do we have a responsibility to help others?  Who do we decide to help?  What kind of help 
should we offer?  You will again develop your understanding of being a global citizen by exploring the 
ideas of responsibilities to others around the world. 
 
International issues: Brazil 
 
Overall, the course offers the opportunity for you to question your own role within a national and 
international community. 

 

 

Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Each unit will be assessed according to the 
requirements of the SQA. 
 
The Added Value unit will allow you to delve 
deeper into ‘Law and Order’ in the UK. 

 

Assessment (N5) 
 
Each unit will be assessed in line with the 
requirements of the SQA exam to gauge progress. 
 
The Added Value unit will allow you to delve deeper 
into ‘Law and Order’ in the UK. 

 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Modern Studies contributes to general education and the wider curriculum.  It will help develop 
informed and active citizens by helping you gain a greater understanding of political and social 
institutions and processes.  You will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and 
which you will use in everyday life. 
 
From the achievement of a National 5 course you may be able to progress to the study of Higher 
Modern Studies or another Social Subject.  You may also progress to further education programmes 
in arts and social sciences or other areas. 
 
You will be able to continue into Higher education course in Politics, Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Journalism, Law and Business Administration or other related areas.  The essay writing skills that you 
will develop over the course of the year will benefit you in a number of higher education courses.  You 
may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of different areas. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Regular homework will be given throughout the course, the purpose of which will be to gauge your 
understanding of topics as well as to assess the skills essential to the understanding of Modern 
Studies.  We are hopeful that the topics will engage you and allow you to take each topic into personal 
reading. We will use show my homework to allow parents access to this. 
 

 

 
This course may provide one of the units which contributes to the completion of the Wider 
Achievement ‘Scottish Studies Award’ (if studied in a Scottish context). 
 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
Progression from S3 Modern Studies leads through National 4 or 5, then Higher and finally Advanced 
Higher Modern Studies.  Other Social Subjects provide an excellent choice for pupils who may wish to 
add to their study of Modern Studies or to choose another path. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  MUSIC NATIONAL 3, 4 AND 5 

 

Subject Description 
 
The Music course will allow you to develop and refine performance skills on two instruments or one 
instrument and voice. Through this, composing your own music and developing your skills in 
understanding music, you will develop knowledge and understanding of specific musical concepts and 
musical literacy. 
 
The course has 3 components. 
 
 Performance– Instruments 1 and 2: You will perform level specific pieces to develop your skills on 

your chosen instruments.  Part of progressing on the instruments is also being able to analyse and 
evaluate your own performance or that of others.  This can be of a work in progress or a finished 
performance.  Being able to identify areas for improvement is vital to be able to produce a strong 
final performance. 

 
 Composing Assignment – you will develop skills in creating original music by exploring 

compositional methods and developing musical ideas using elements of music including melody, 
harmony, rhythm and structure. You will also review the creative process and evaluate your 
finished composition. 

 
 Understanding Music – Through practical approaches, you will develop knowledge of a range of 

musical concepts and literacy.  This will involve listening to many different styles of music and 
being able to identify important features in the music.  It also includes learning about the 
background and influences of these styles of Music. 

 
This subject is suitable for those who: 
 Studied Music in S3 and are keen to continue with the subject to develop their performance, 

composing and understanding skills further. 
 Did not study Music in S3 but have an interest in the subject and have instrumental skills at a good 

level on two instruments which they are keen to develop further. 
 Did not study Music in S3 but have an interest in the subject and have basic instrumental skills on 

two instruments.  These may be instruments covered in S1/S2. 
 

 

Assessment (N3 + N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Each of the units: Performing, Understanding 
and Composing must be passed.  Internal 
assessments are set for this by the 
department. 
 
National 4 - There is also an added value 
assessment in which an 8 minute programme 
featuring both instruments must be performed. 
 
This will be prepared for and assessed in the 
department with evidence retained for SQA. 
 

Assessment (N5) 
 

 Performance of 8 minutes featuring both 
instruments. (30 marks for each instrument) 
Worth 50% of the N5 award. 

 Composing Assignment to compose one 
original piece of between 1 minute and 2 
mins 30. (20 marks) and a composing review 
following the creative process and evaluation 
of final piece. (10 marks) Worth 15% of the 
N5 award. 

 Question paper which tests understanding 
of the listening and literacy concepts. (40 
marks) Worth 35% of the N5 award.  

 
Performance assessed by a visiting SQA assessor, 
assignment submitted to SQA for marking and the 
written paper will be set by the SQA and completed 
under exam conditions. 

 
 
 



 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Music develops the skills of responsibility and perseverance whilst developing the technical 
instrumental or creating skills.  Being able to focus on practising instruments and evaluating what is 
required to improve are skills that are transferable to other subject areas of life.  Music is also a great 
tool to boost confidence in an individual.  There is a real sense of achievement involved in producing 
your own performance or composition. 
 
Listening and talking skills develop whilst learning about the musical concepts for the understanding 
music unit and through analysing the performances of yourself and others. 
 
This course will benefit those who wish to follow a career in Music, Music teaching, Performing Arts 
and Education. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
 Frequent practice is required on the chosen instruments to improve performance.  This may be in 

the department if not possible at home. 
 Revision of musical and literacy concepts for the Understanding part of the course is required on a 

regular basis.  This may be through specific tasks given for homework or revision using 
recommended websites. 

 It will be important to keep personal log books up to date with progress, next steps and 
assessments.   

 

 

This course may provide one of the units which contributes to the completion of the Wider 
Achievement ‘Scottish Studies Award’ (if studied in a Scottish context). 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 3 → National 4 Music → National 5 Music → National 6 (Higher) Music → National 7 
(Advanced Higher) Music 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  PHYSICAL EDUCATION NATIONAL 4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 
National 4/ 5 Physical Education will give you the opportunity to be physically, mentally, emotionally 
and socially challenged. You will be aspiring to achieve high levels of sporting performance success.  
 
Through this course you will demonstrate, develop and improve your practical performance skills in 
physical activities.  You will refine your personal qualities including your individual values, attitudes, 
behaviours, as well as your problem solving, decision making and leadership skills. Your ability to 
compete, cooperate and collaborate with your peers will also be tested.  
 
The National 5 Physical Education course comprises of 2 Mandatory Components:  
 
Component 1 : Portfolio – 60 Marks 

Component 2 : Performance – 60 marks 

 
The Portfolio – The purpose of the portfolio is to assess the candidate’s knowledge and 
understanding of the performance development process.  It assesses the candidate’s ability to 
integrate skills and apply knowledge and understanding from across the course. 
 
The Portfolio has three sections :  
 
Section 1 – Understanding Factors that Impact on Performance 
Section 2 – Planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance. 
Section 3 – Monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development. 
 
Performance – The purpose of this component is to assess the candidate’s ability to effectively 
perform in two different physical activities.  Each performance is a single event in a challenging, 
competitive and/or demanding context. 
  
The National 4 Physical Education course comprises of 3 Mandatory Units:  
 
Performance Unit: You will be awarded a pass/fail in at least two practical activities. 
 
The Factors Impacting on Performance Unit: You will be required to provide evidence of thorough 
analysis of your performance in one activity.  This will be assessed on a pass/fail basis by your 
teacher. 
 
Added Value Unit: This is an assessment of your practical performance in a challenging and 
competitive environment. You will be required to apply your subject knowledge and demonstrate your 
full range of skills and ability. 
 
Recommended Entry Levels: 
 
Pupils should have achieved the fourth curriculum level or passed the National 4 Physical 
Education course prior to starting the National 5 course. Pupils should have achieved the third 
curriculum level prior to starting the National 4 course.  
Strong literacy skills are essential throughout the course in order to complete the extensive written 
assessment tasks. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4) (Pass/ Fail)  
 
Unit Assessment 
Performance Unit: You must be awarded a pass 

in at least two practical activities. 

 
The Factors Impacting on Performance Unit: 
You will be required to provide written evidence of 
thorough analysis of your performance in one 

activity.   
 
Course Assessment 
 
Added Value Unit: This is an assessment of your 

practical performance in a challenging and 
competitive environment. You will be required to 
apply your subject knowledge and demonstrate your 
full range of skills and ability.  

Assessment (N5) (Grades A-D)  
 
Course Assessment 
 
The National 5 Portfolio is set by the SQA, 
conducted under controlled conditions and 
submitted to the SQA for external marking.  It 
contributes 50% towards the final grade.   
 
The National 5 Performance component has 
a total of 60 marks available with each single 
performance event being marked out of 30 by 
the teacher and externally verified by the SQA.  
It contributes the other 50% towards the final 
grade.  

 

Development of Skills for learning, life and work 
 
Physical activity is at the heart of physical, mental, emotional and social well-being. 
As a student of the National 4/5 Physical Education course you will develop a broad range of skills 
specific to the subject itself and these skills will also be transferable across the whole school 
curriculum as well life beyond in further education and work. These skills include: 

 Literacy – listening and talking 

 Co-operating and working with others 

 Organisation, management and leadership 

 Applying knowledge and problem solving  
 
You will also be better equipped to pursue Further and Higher Education in Sport related courses; 
providing pathways into career opportunities within the employment sector of Sport and Physical 
Education.  Participation in physical activity demonstrates a healthy, positive lifestyle and mindset to 
potential employers. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
You will be encouraged to maintain a healthy study programme. Weekly homework tasks will be 
issued in manageable amounts and strict deadlines will be set.  
 
Homework tasks will relate to the ‘Factors Impacting Performance’ Unit and the Portfolio at National 5 
level. You may also be required, throughout the course, to maintain a record of your practical 
performance and development, in the form of a diary or log book.  
  
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4/ 5 Physical Education will provide you with a progressive pathway along which you can 
develop and improve as a performer. At the same time, you will develop key skills for learning, life and 
work.  
 
Successful completion of the National 5 course will lead you smoothly into the National 6 (Higher) 
Physical Education course in S5/ 6.  
 
 
 



 

Subject: PHYSICAL EDUCATION SPORT & RECREATION: BI-LEVEL NATIONAL 4/5   

 

Subject Description 
 
This Skills for Work Course is designed to provide opportunities for pupils to develop and 
enhance their skills and attitudes ready for employability. 
 
A key feature of this course is the emphasis on experiential learning. This means learning 
through practical experiences and learning by reflecting on these experiences. It is 
particularly geared towards pupils who want to further their leadership and organisation skills 
with a view to entering the sport and leisure industry. 
 
The Sport and Recreation National 4/5 course aims to: 
 

- Provide pupils with a broad introduction to the Sport and Recreation sector 
- Encourage pupils to foster a good work ethic, including time keeping and a positive, 

responsible attitude. 
- An awareness of Health and Safety issues relevant to a range of physical activities 
- Develop Communication and Customer Care skills 
- Develop skills in planning, reviewing and evaluating physical training programmes for 

clients. 
 

The course will be divided into 5 units: 
 

- Skills for Employment  
- Assist with Activity Sessions 
- Dealing with Facilities and Equipment 
- Dealing with Accidents and Emergencies 
- Personal Fitness/Fitness Programming 

 
The National 4/5 courses result in a Pass/Fail course award and therefore no A-D grade will 
be given. All assessments are completed on a pass/fail checklist basis. Pupils will keep an 
assessment log of their progress and learning. The vast majority of outcomes will be achieved 
through scenario style assessments.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) (Pass/ Fail)  
 
Unit Assessment 
Skills for Employment – You will be assessed 
on your interactions with customers on two 
separate occasions in two different activities. 
You will also complete relevant paperwork to 
review and evaluate your customer service 
skills.  
 
Assist with Activity Sessions – You will 
assist/lead one individual and one team activity 
and complete relevant paperwork to support 
your delivery. You will assist with a minimum of 
another 2 activities. 
 
Dealing with Facilities and Equipment – You 
will be assessed in your ability to safely set up, 
move, handle and dismantle equipment. This 
will be through the completion of an assessment 
log.  
 
Dealing with Accidents and Emergencies – 
You will be assessed in two areas. One area will 
be assessed by a short 20 minute written test. 
The second area will be through 4 role 
play/scenario situations for different 
injuries/emergencies 
 
Personal Fitness – You will be assessed on 
your ability to identify your own personal fitness 
levels and develop a training programme to 
improve upon this.  

Assessment (N5) (Pass/Fail)  
 
Unit Assessment  
 Assist with a Component of Activity Sessions – 
You will assist/lead one individual and one team 
activity and complete relevant paperwork to support 
this. 
 
Employment Opportunities in the Sport and 
Recreation Industry – You will be assessed on a 
written piece of work documenting evidence of 3 
career pathways within the industry and the skills, 
qualifications and experience required for these. 
You will also review your own experience and 
qualifications and document a personal career 
action plan for one career path within the industry. 
 
Assist with Fitness Programming – You will 
develop a fitness programme for a client and 
deliver this over a 6 week period. You will provide 
evidence of baseline fitness testing, training plan 
for 2 identified areas of fitness development, and a 
final review of the programme and clients thoughts. 
  
Assist with Daily Centre Duties – You will help to 
set up, dismantle and store equipment showing 
evidence of a work schedule and safe practice. You 
will also need to demonstrate a minimum of three 
client interactions. 

 

Development of Skills for learning, life and work 
This course aims to deliver skills and attitudes for employment or self-employment that include: 

- Time keeping, appearance and customer care 
- Self-evaluation skills 
- Positive attitude to learning 
- Flexible approaches to solving problems 
- Adaptability and positive attitude to change 
- Confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from experience 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
Due to the Sport and Recreation course being largely experiential and the fact that most assessments 
are conducted within lesson time, homework will be slightly more intermittent than some other courses 
within the curriculum. In the most part, a pupil’s study priority will revolve around the upkeep of their 
assessment log.  

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
Pupils are able to move ‘sideways’ into the National 4/5 P.E course.   The SCQF Level 6 Leadership 
Award would be a possible progression for those pupils who pass the National 5 course and meet the 
desirable skill level.  It would also be appropriate for National 5 pupils to assist with sports clubs in the 
extra-curricular programme to further enhance their skills. 

 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  PHYSICS NATIONAL 4/5  

 

Subject Description 
 
Both National 4 and National 5 Physics are based on the study of three units: Electricity and Energy, 
Waves and Radiation and finally Dynamics and Space.  The exact content of each unit varies 
depending on the level taken, but both National 4 and 5 cover the same areas of the subject. 
 
The National 5 course is externally assessed through an exam and an assignment and requires a high 
level of mathematical problem solving.  National 4 is internally assessed via end of unit tests and a 
written added value unit (AVU).  It covers mostly the same material as National 5 but requires less 
mathematics and has a greater degree of support. 
 
 
Possible Careers 
 
Qualifications in Physics can be used for many different careers other than just a professional 
physicist and can help demonstrate a student’s academic achievement and abilities.  Possible careers 
include : 
 

 Medical Physicist 
 Engineer  
 Naval Architect 
 Pilot 
 Air traffic controller 
 …many more (Links can be found on the department website www.forresphysics.co.uk) 

 
 
 
Development of skills for learning, life and work. 
 
Physics as a subject helps develop students skills in many of the skills for learning, life and work, such 
as : 

 Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) 
 Problem Solving 
 Decision Making 
 Reflection and Evaluation 
 Literacy and Numeracy 
 ICT 

  

 

Unit 1: Electricity and 
Energy 
 
This topic includes a study 
of power generation, 
electric fields, electronic 
circuits and the impact of 
various power generation 
methods on society. 

Unit 2: Waves and 
Radiation 
 
This topic investigates sound 
waves, electromagnetic 
waves, how they travel and 
what they do.  We will look at 
nuclear radiation, its storage 
and safety and finally its role 
in energy generation. 

 

Unit 3: Dynamics and Space 
 
We will be measuring speeds and 
understanding how forces make things 
move. We will look at the role of 
physics in space exploration and 
cosmology, including the uses of 
satellites and the risks associated with 
manned space exploration. At National 
5, there will be a greater emphasis on 
the mathematical side of understanding 
these phenomena. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Assessment (N4) (Pass/ Fail)  
 
All assessment is completed and assessed in 
school to SQA standards.  Students must 
pass : 

 Three end of unit assessments 
 One experimental report 

One investigation which relates to an 
application of physics in society 

Assessment (N5) (Grades A-D)  
 
Students grades are comprised of : 
 

 An end of course exam paper consisting of two 
sections totalling 135 marks which forms 80% 
of the final grade.  

 
An assignment which is completed in class and sent 
away for marking and contributes 20% of the final 
grade 
 

 

Entry Requirements 
 
Either by achieving level 3 in S3 or prior 
agreement with department/PT. 

Entry Requirements 
 

 Achieved level 4 for in S3 and studying 
National 5 Maths. 
or 

 Achieved National 4 Physics and National 5 
Maths. 
Or 

 By agreement with department/PT 
 

 

Progression 
 
A pass in National 4 would allow 
progression to National 5. 
 

Progression 
 
National 6 (Higher) is the logical progression from 
National 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  NPA Applied Sciences Level 5 
 

Subject Description 
 
This National Progression Award (NPA) will equip you with a range of skills and knowledge in 
key areas of science. These skills will be beneficial for progression to further qualifications and 
would also be considered as transferable skills that will travel with you wherever your future 
lies. 
The NPA in Applied Sciences at SCQF level 5 will provide you with knowledge and 
understanding of biology, chemistry and physics as well as practical laboratory skills in each 
area. You will use a variety of scientific techniques incorporating a range of equipment which 
will aid and enhance your learning experience and development. In addition, you will develop 
effective preparation skills and an awareness of health and safety required to carry out safe 
scientific work. 
 
There are four units:  
Cell Biology  
This unit covers the key areas of cell structure; transport across cell membranes; DNA and the 
production of proteins; proteins; genetic engineering and respiration. Learners will research 
issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to their findings, which will 
develop skills of scientific literacy. 

 
Chemical Changes and Structure  
This unit covers the key areas of rates of reaction, atomic structure and bonding related to 
properties of materials, formulae and reaction quantities and acids and bases. 
 
Physics: Waves and Radiation  
This unit covers the key areas of waves and nuclear radiation including wave parameters, the 
electromagnetic spectrum and light. 
 
Forensic Science: Applications  
This unit will introduce you to fundamental techniques of forensic science allowing you to 
develop skills in biology, chemistry and physics in this context. 
 
 

 

Assessment 
The NPA in Applied Sciences at SCQF level 5 will be assessed via a combination of practical 
and knowledge assessments under closed- and open-book assessment conditions. There is 
no end of course exam. 
 

 

Entry Requirements  

Either by achieving Level 3 or 4 Science in S3, any Science National 4 or prior agreement with 
science faculty head. 
 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
In all units, pupils will develop generic skills which will help support them in learning, life and work. 
These skills include team work, organisation, problem solving (numeracy) and evaluating. Pupils will 
research issues and communicate information related to their findings, which will develop skills of 
scientific literacy and presentation. These skills will allow pupils to evaluate the claims made by 
advertisers, pressure groups and the media.  

 

 



 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
This course will require regular homework to be completed and submitted.  This will include work to 
evaluate learning progress as well as research tasks and personally reviewing the work done in class.  
Revision will, of course, be required before all unit assessments. 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
This course provides the knowledge and practical skills for progression into Science based level 6 
NPAs, HNC qualifications in Science, Foundation Apprenticeships and Science based jobs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  PRACTICAL WOODWORKING (DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY) N4/5 

 

Subject Description 
 

While the N4 course is predominantly a practical one there is an element of written work 
which if not completed then the units cannot be awarded. The N5 course has a theory exam. 
 
These courses provide pupils with the opportunity to gain a range of practical woodworking 
skills and to use a variety of tools, equipment and materials. It allows them to plan activities 
through to the completion of a finished product in wood.  
 
The course consists of a series of tasks that cover flat frame construction, carcase 
construction and machining & finishing. This will involve you in; 
 

 investigating a selection of wood types to be able to select the best for a set task 

 reading simple drawings to get the necessary sizes. 

 measuring and marking out wood to the given drawings 

 using, with guidance, a range of woodworking tools, equipment and materials safely 
and correctly to manufacture a range of wood products 

 applying knowledge and understanding of safe working practices in a workshop 
environment. 

 recording a log of your progress. 
 
By the end of the course you will have the ability to accurately mark out and manufacture a 
range of woodwork joints and combine these to creatively develop solutions to an initial 
design brief. 
 

 Pupils are required to contribute £25 towards the cost of the materials required 
for their models. 

 

 Pupils who cannot work safely will not be able to do practical tasks 
 

 

Assessment (N4) 
 
All units are internally assessed against the 
requirements laid down by the SQA on a pass/fail 
basis.  You must pass all units.   
 
You will then complete the Value Added Unit which 
uses a combination of all the skills gained in the 
internal units. On successful completion of this project 
you will attain a course award. 
 
NB 
Failure to complete the written tasks and/or failure to 
follow safe working practice will result in a Fail. 

 

Assessment (N5) (Grades A-D)  
 
Pupils will complete a series of projects to gain 
the necessary practical skills prior to 
completing a project set by the SQA. This 
course assignment is 2/3 of their award. They 
must also sit a formal exam with both marks 
added together to give their award. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Development of Skills for learning, life and work 
 
This subject ensures that you will develop many transferable skills.  Throughout the course you will 
have to demonstrate that you can measure accurately within given tolerances and be able to 
demonstrate time management skills in our planning.  You will also have to work corporately, 
displaying teamwork and good communication skills to enable everyone to share resources. 
 
In either course you will work to an SQA given design brief.  This improves your thinking skills as you 
have to demonstrate that you understand the task before you apply your gained knowledge to a 
design before then analysing and evaluating your solution. 
 
The course provides opportunities to develop and enhance hand skills, practical creativity, practical 
problem-solving skills and an appreciation of safe working practices in a workshop environment which 
makes this an idea introduction to vocational and engineering based employment. 
 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
As most of this course is practical and undertaken in the workshop, there will be limited homework.  
However you will be required to revise tools and processes for unit assessments. 

 
 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4 Graphic Communication → National 5 Practical Woodworking 
Alternatively through an interview with the Principal Teacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies National 4/5             

 

Subject Description 
 
 
The National 5 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies course helps candidates to 
develop an understanding of the society in which they live and work through learning about, 
and from, religious beliefs, non-religious viewpoints and personal experience.  
 
The course encourages candidates to develop values and beliefs and learn how to express 
them. It helps them to develop respect for others and an understanding of beliefs and 
practices which are different from their own. They develop an understanding of human 
beliefs, values and behaviour; and examine how religion, morality and philosophy might help 
people find meaning and purpose in life.  
 
Candidates have opportunities to develop literacy, personal learning and thinking skills as 
well as a sense of responsible citizenship. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Unit 1: World Religion: Buddhism 
 
Explore a specified World Religion in the context of the modern world.  Learn about the 
impact and significance of the beliefs and practices on the lives of its followers and on wider 
society. Discover the variety of beliefs and practices within the religion and learn about the 
religious sources that shape it. 
 
Unit 2: Morality & Belief- Morality and Medicine 
 
This unit builds on the work covered in Core RME in S3. Learners will be dealing with 
complex and contemporary moral issues effecting people globally.  These are issues which 
are relevant and debated heavily in politics, profession, academia and classrooms! Topics 
include; abortion, euthanasia, the use of embryos and the value of life. Learners will 
investigate religious and non-religious responses to these issues and express their own views 
on the issues. 
 
Unit 3: - Religious and Philosophical Questions: Existence of God 
 
Develop your philosophical skills by learning about the fascinating and challenging 
philosophical arguments for the existence of God.  Learners will engage critically with the 
arguments put forward for the non-existence and existence of God by evaluating weaknesses 
and strengths in these arguments and developing their own reasoned opinions on this 
subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
 
Unit Assessments 
 

National 4 – All internal. 
 
Learners will be required to conduct an 
investigation on a chosen aspect of religion 
or a moral issue or a philosophical question. 
This can be presented in any form the 
learner chooses. 

Assessment (N5) 
 
External exam: 80 marks (2hrs 20 mins) 
 
Assignment : 20 marks 
 
Learners will choose a topic or issue to explore 
which is of interest and relevance to them.  
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
This course will further develop the skills of understanding, analysing and evaluating complex 
issues.  Literacy skills and research skills are built into the course.  Learning about other 
cultures, religions and different perspectives is important in terms of understanding others.  
Studying RMPS is particularly beneficial to pupils considering careers in medicine, social 
work, teaching, youth work, law, politics, human relations, civil service, charity administration, 
journalism, psychology and health care.   
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Regular homework will be given throughout the course, the purpose of which will be to 
explore your understanding of topics as well as to assess the skills essential to the 
understanding of RMPS.   
 
 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 

Progression from S3 BGE RME leads through National 4 or 5 RMPS and then to National 6 
RMPS. (Higher)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Subject:  Spanish National 4/5 (Open to S5/6 only) 

 

Subject Description 
 

Both N4 and N5 offer you opportunities to reflect on, communicate and develop ideas through 
language.  You will gain an insight into other ways of thinking, other views of the world and 
develop a richer understanding of active citizenship. 
 
The main purpose of the course is to develop the skills of reading, listening, talking and writing 
in order to communicate in Spanish. It will also enable you to be a critical thinker, develop 
cultural awareness and be creative.  
 
You will encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media, including a film 
study. 
 
Prior learning in the subject is a requirement. Please see entry requirements below. 
 
The course offers you the opportunity to develop language skills in the meaningful real-life 
contexts of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 
 
We would hope to cover the following topics 
 

 Society 1. Family and Friends (Appearances and qualities) 
  2. Media and Technology (TV, cinema, music) 
  3. Lifestyles (Hobbies, interests) 
  4. Global languages/Citizenship (Personal information) 
 
 Learning  1. Education (School, likes and dislikes) 
  2. Learning in context (Comparing schools globally/ types of learner) 
 
 Employability 1. Jobs (Jobs, future plans, CVs) 
 
 Culture  1. Planning a trip (Travel, directions, accommodation) 

  2. Other countries (Customs, traditions, eating out) 
            3. Celebrations (Special events, shopping 
 

 
Assessment (N4) Pass/Fail 
Internal 
Unit Assessments, Added Value Unit 
 
Evidence will be generated across the units in the 
course: 
 

 Understanding one straightforward written 
text.  (Reading) 

 Understanding one straightforward 
spoken text.  (Listening) 

 Using spoken language in at least one 
conversation.  (Talking) 

 Using straightforward written language in 
at least one activity.  (Writing) 

 
Assessments will be set by the school to provide 
both breadth and challenge. 
 

National 5 Assessment External  
 
The external course assessment is set by the SQA. 
 
Pupils are assessed on the following: 
 

 Performance (talking) 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Listening 

 Course Assignment ( writing) 

 
Each skill is worth 25% of the overall final award. 
 
Talking is assessed in school by the class teacher 
but may be verified by the SQA. 
 



 
ADDED VALUE UNIT 
You will be applying language skills to investigate 
and report on a chosen topic. 

3. Select information from 2 texts 
4. Make an oral presentation and take part in 

a short conversation in French. 
 
 
The topic will be agreed with the teacher, who will 
provide relevant texts. 
This unit is also internally assessed by the 
school.  It may be verified within the SQA 
guidelines. 

 

 
The Performance takes the format of giving a short 
presentation on a topic of the learner’s choice.  
There is also a short follow on conversation on a 
different topic. 
 
The Course Assignment (Writing) is completed 
under exam conditions in class time and marked 
externally by the SQA. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Literacy, Employment, Further and Higher Education 
 
Language is at the core of thinking.  It is expected that you will develop both subject specific and broad, 
generic skills throughout this course.  These skills include 
 

 Reading, Listening, Talking and Writing skills in French (Literacy skills) 
 Applying grammatical knowledge 
 Investigating and reporting on a chosen topic 
 Thinking skills 
 Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

 
The ability to speak a foreign language gives you the edge.  The final aim may be a career in 
Engineering, Lay, Tourism, to name but a few, but no matter the subject area, a language skill will 
always put you in pole position.  “The limits of your language are the limits of your world.” 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils will be expected to regularly revise and learn vocabulary at home as well as to practise writing 
and talking tasks.  Regular tasks will be set and completion dates will be agreed with the teacher. 

 
  

Entry requirements 
 
This course is available to pupils who have studied Spanish as a DYW option in S4 or S5 
 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 

 
National 4  → National 5  → National 6 (Higher)  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject:  TRAVEL AND TOURISM SKILLS FOR WORK NATIONAL 4/5 (BUSINESS EDUCATION) 

 
Outline of course 
 
Both levels of the course will focus on the initial skills required for the travel and tourism industry.   
 
Learners will experience, develop and reflect on general and specific practical skills, knowledge and 
understanding, together with employability skills and attitudes needed to work in the travel and tourism 
industry. 
 
Both levels of the course are split up into the following units:  

 
National 4/5 
 
Employability 
 
You will develop skills to become an effective job seeker and employee in the travel and tourism 
industry.  You will be introduced to the different functions of travel and tourism organisations and 
employment opportunities across the industry, gaining an understanding of the skills and 
qualities identified by employers as being the most important in the travel and tourism industry. 
 
Customer Service 
 
You will develop the skills and knowledge to enable you to meet the needs of customers.  You 
will also develop your communication skills and learn about promoting products and services 
and how to deal with customer issues.   
 
Scotland 
 
You will develop your knowledge in relation to travel and tourism in Scotland and the skills 
required to meet the needs of customers.  
 
UK and Worldwide 
 
You will carry out an investigation of travel and tourism in the UK and the rest of the world to 
meet the customer holiday needs. 
 
 
As you progress through the units you will demonstrate: 
 
- an understanding of the workplace and the employees’ responsibilities, for example, good 
timekeeping, attendance, awareness of importance of personal appearance, health and safety, 
customer care; 
 
- self-evaluation skills; 
 
- customer care and problem-solving skills; 
 
- skills in relation to promoting products and services; 
 
- skills to become effective job-seekers and employees in the travel and tourism industry; 
 
- a positive and responsible attitude to work and an understanding of the workplace; 
 
- communication skills. 

 

 

 

 



 
Assessment (N4) 
 
There is no final exam at National 4.   
 
Pupils will be assessed on a pass/fail basis.   
 
All units outlined above are assessed 
internally and must be passed to achieve the 
award.   
 

Assessment (N5) 
 
There is no final exam at National 5.   
 
Pupils will be assessed on a pass/fail basis.   
 
All units outlined above are assessed internally and 
must be passed to achieve the award.   

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
The main feature of the course is the development of enterprise and employability skills.  You will 
also be expected to develop your literacy, numeracy and ICT skills, as well as being able to work 
effectively both independently and in a team setting.  
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Pupils are expected to use their own time to continually review their class work and consolidate their 
learning.  Additional homework tasks will be set as and when required with clear deadlines.  Pupils 
are also expected to take an interest in local, national and international events relevant to the theory 
of the subject.  
 

 
 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 
National 4-6 Business Management 
 
National 4-6 Administration & IT 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 2  
 

Courses set at SCQF Levels 5 – 6 including 
National 6 Highers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ART & DESIGN  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
There are three main areas of study in Art & Design at Higher Level: 
 

 Expressive Activity 

 Design Activity 

 Art & Design Studies  
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity   
At this level students will produce a range of creative ideas and art work in response to stimuli. 
Students will create analytical drawings, investigative studies and expressive development work 
showing visual continuity and progressive development of their ideas, concluding in a final expressive 
outcome.  All expressive work will be presented in a portfolio format. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity  
At this level students will produce a range of creative ideas in response to a design brief. Students will 
do investigative studies and market research. They will experiment with and use materials, techniques 
and/or technology when developing and refining their design ideas, concluding in a final design 
outcome.  All design work will be presented in a portfolio format. 
 
Art and Design Studies   
Knowledge and understanding of related expressive artists and designers, and their ways of doing, will 
inform both the practical work and the written exam. 
 
Cost £25.00 per Year. When monies are paid students will receive an A2 plastic wallet and A3 
sketchbook 
 

 
Assessment  
 
The Course Award.- 
This will be assessed through the production of 

 expressive portfolio – 100 marks 

 design portfolio – 100 marks 

 written question paper (exam) – 60 marks 
All aspects Externally Assessed by SQA 

 
 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
3           Health and wellbeing  
3.1        Personal learning  
5           Thinking skills  
5.4        Analysing and evaluating  
5.5        Creating 
 
HEALTH & WELLBEING  -Personal learning 
♦ Identifying areas for improvement and next steps for learning  
♦ Investigating, researching,  producing analysing, evaluating  
    
THINKING SKILLS –Understanding 
♦ Understanding how others develop their ideas and work  
♦ Understanding how materials, techniques, composition and/or technology can be used expressively 
for visual impact and to communicate design ideas  
 
THINKING SKILLS –Applying 



♦ Applying knowledge and understanding when developing expressive art work and design ideas.  
 
THINKING SKILLS –Creating 
♦ Developing original ideas and solutions to problems in art and design work 
 
Learning through Art & Design is useful in all areas of  Life & Work but is particularly valuable for 
students aspiring to  follow careers in - architecture, animation, advertising, floristry, fashion industry, 
furniture design, gardening, beauty & make up, theatre arts, photography, film & TV, interior decorators, 
hairdressers, chefs, teachers and web design to name but a few. 
 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
In Art and Design in the Senior School students will be required to commit to spending a minimum of an 
additional 3 hours per week on personal subject development. Activities can range from practical work 
to historical and cultural studies in Art & Design. 

 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSION IN THE SENIOR PHASE 
 

Advanced Higher Art and Design (specialising in either Expressive of Design) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHOTOGRAPHY  HIGHER 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Learning in the Higher Photography Course will include: active involvement in creative photographic 
tasks and activities; and understanding how contemporary culture and social factors influence 
photographers and their work. The Course will also provide opportunities for you to: explore and 
creatively use photographic media, camera techniques and processes; critically reflect on learning; 
develop personal autonomy and critical thinking skills when negotiating the context and the content of 
your photographic work.  
 
This course is suitable if you have a general interest in photography. It would also appeal to those 
wanting to progress onto higher levels of study in Photography post school. 
 
Please speak with Ms Cole if you require any further information. 
 
Cost per year is £30.00 (includes memory stick and printing, portfolio and sketchbook) 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

The course has 2 components: 
Component 1: question paper 30 marks 
Component 2: project 100 marks 
 
 
Project: The assessment of the project is divided into 3 sections: 

Section 1: research and investigation - 20 marks 

Section 2: development and production - 70 marks 

Section 3: evaluation – 10 marks 

 

Higher Photography is graded from A to D or as No Award. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Regular homework is undertaken. 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the Art Department. Learners would normally be expected 
to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by one or more of the following or 
equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  

 relevant Photography Units (NPA Level 5)  

 National 5 Art and Design Grade A-C 
 Higher Art & Design Grade A-C 

  
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 

This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 

 other qualifications in Photography, Art and Design or related areas  
 further study, employment and/or training 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BIOLOGY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is designed to build on the work covered in the N5 course. Within each of the three units, 
the scale of topics ranges from molecular through to whole organism and beyond, including the most 
relevant applications of current biological understanding. 
 

DNA and the Genome 
In this unit, you will focus on study of DNA and the genome. The unit covers the key areas of DNA 
structure and replication followed on by the process of protein synthesis and its control. The process of 
cellular differentiation is introduced, leading onto the structure of the genome and genomic 
sequencing; mutations and their effects and the process of evolution. 
 
Metabolism and Survival  
This unit includes the detailed study of the processes essential to cell survival. The unit covers the key 
areas of chemical pathways and their control, leading onto detailed analysis of cell respiration. The 
measurement of metabolic rate and differences seen in various organisms are examined alongside the 
ability of organisms to survive in adverse conditions. Control of growth of different microorganisms is 
studied, followed on by the hazards and control of risks associated with growing microorganisms. 
 
Sustainability and Interdependence 
In this unit, you will investigate how humans depend on sufficient and sustainable food production from 
a narrow range of crop and livestock species. You will focus in on areas such as food supply, 
photosynthesis and plant growth, plant and animal breeding, crop protection and animal welfare. The 
second section of this unit focuses on relationships between organisms, including primate behaviour, 
leading onto investigation of mass extinction and threats to biodiversity. 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Each unit is assessed using an end of topic extension test. There will be a prelim which has two 
papers, to reflect the final exam. The course assessment consists of an assignment (20%), completed 
in school and written up under exam conditions, as well as a final exam (80%).  Both of these are 
externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the course.  

 

 

HOMEWORK 
Homework will include regular classwork review and completion of past paper style questions covering 
both knowledge and the application of skills. 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A – C in N5 Biology and a pass at National 5 Maths is desirable. If otherwise, negotiation with the 
Science Faculty Head. 

 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
At school, entry to the next level i.e. Advanced Higher Biology. 

Higher Biology is a science subject suitable for entry into a wide range of scientific and wider STEM 

careers.  It is directly applicable to agriculture, pharmacy, medicine, nursing, biological sciences and 

animal (zoology) and plant (botany) sciences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HUMAN BIOLOGY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is designed to build on the work covered in the N5 course, focusing on the understanding 
of the human body. Within each of the units, the topics range from cellular through to whole organism 
and beyond, including the most relevant applications and technology associated with health and 
disease. 
 
There are three units: 
 
1. Human Cells. This unit examines how cells are built up into human organs and systems, enzymes 

and their importance, the process of respiration, DNA and its importance to the cell and finally 
moral issues associated with DNA technology 

 
2. Physiology and Health. The first half of this unit unit studies human reproduction, fertility, health 

technology surrounding pregnancy. The second half of this unit studies the structure of the 
cardiovascular system followed by an more in depth look at diseases such as heart disease, 
obesity and diabetes. 

 
3. Neurobiology and Immunology. The first half of this unit investigates the human brain and 

nervous system, memory and learning, nervous system related diseases such as Parkinson's and 
Alzheimer's and finally recreational drugs and their effects. The second half of this unit investigates 
the human defences against disease, issues surrounding infectious diseases and drug testing. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit is assessed using an end of topic extension test. There will be a prelim which has two 
papers, to reflect the final exam. The course assessment consists of an assignment (20%), completed 
in school and written up under exam conditions, as well as a final exam (80%).  Both of these are 
externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the course.  

 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
This will include regular classwork review and completion of past paper style questions covering both 
knowledge and the application of skills. It will also involve further research into specific conditions 
affecting humans and the benefits / drawback of a range of human technology.   
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
A – C in N5 Biology and a pass at N5 Maths is desirable. If otherwise, negotiation with the Science 
Faculty Head. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Higher Human Biology is a science subject suitable for entry into a wide range of scientific and wider 
STEM careers.  It is directly applicable to sports science, nursing and physiotherapy. 
 
If you wish to study Biology at Advanced Higher, we strongly recommend you take Higher Biology NOT 
Higher Human Biology. 
 

 
 



BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  HIGHER / NATIONAL 5 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Business Management will give students an excellent grounding in a wide range of topics which will 
appear in a variety of courses at University, and will also help to prepare students for the world of work 
which lies ahead.  
 

The course comprises three 40-hour units: Understanding Business, Managing People and Finance, 
and Managing Marketing and Operations.    
 

The course aims to enable learners to develop and extend their:  
 

 knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business  

 an understanding of how to ensure customers’ needs are met  

 understanding of enterprising skills and attributes  

 understanding of business-related financial matters  

 an understanding of the ways businesses can use resources to achieve maximum efficiency  

 knowledge and understanding of the main effects that external influences, such as economic 
impact and sustainability, have on organisations  

 

A course award is gained by the candidate passing all elements, 
 

 an externally-assessed assignment worth 25% 

 an externally-assessed examination worth 75% 
 
 

An outline of the three units is given blow.   
 
Business Management: Understanding Business  

 understanding how organisations in the private, public and third sector operate 

 understanding how businesses satisfy customers’ needs and wants 

 understanding of how opportunities and threats may impact business development  

 understanding a range of business theory and concepts 
 
Business Management: Management of People and Finance 

 Understanding the factors influencing human resources, and looking at strategies used in 
recruitment, selection, training, and dismissal.  

 Understanding the factors influencing financial management, and looking at sources of finance 
used by organisations, and evaluating their performance using basic accounting information.  

 
Business Management: Management of Marketing and Operations  

 Understanding the factors influencing marketing decisions, and looking at marketing concepts 
such as market research and the 7 P’s (product, price, place, promotion, people, process and 
physical evidence) 

 Understanding the factors influencing operations, and looking at operational matters such as 
methods of production, stock control and warehousing.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit is assessed using an end of unit assessment with questions similar to those used in the final 
examination paper. 
 
The course assessment consists of an assignment, completed in school and written up under exam 
conditions, as well as the final exam.  Both of these are externally marked by the SQA and combined to 
award the final grade for the course. 

 
 



HOMEWORK 
 
Is handed out on a regular basis and designed to support learning. 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
For Higher, we would expect pupils to have achieved a pass at National 5, or for S6 pupils we would 
expect to see a proven record of success at an appropriate level in S5.  

 
For National 5 we would expect pupils to have achieved a pass at National 4, or a proven record of 
success in S4. 

 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Business Management will prove very useful to those intending to study a business orientated subject at 
College or University.  Moreover, it will also be of benefit to those intending to go to University, especially 
those studying a social subject. 
 
Business Management will be of benefit to anybody who wants to follow a management career or start 
their own business. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ADMINISTRATION & IT  HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy and offers wide-
ranging employment opportunities. Administrative and IT skills have extensive application not 
only in employment but also in other walks of life.  
 

The key purpose of this Course is to develop learners’ advanced administrative and IT skills 
and, ultimately, to enable them to contribute to the effective functioning of organisations in 
supervisory administrative positions. 
 

The Course aims to enable learners to:  

 develop knowledge and understanding of administration in the workplace and its 
importance  

 develop a range of advanced IT skills for processing and managing information  

 develop a range of skills to communicate complex information effectively, making 
appropriate use of IT  

 acquire skills in managing the organisation of events  
 

The course is split into two units plus an assignment and a final exam question paper: 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE THEORY AND PRACTICE 

 candidates will develop their understanding of the factors that contribute towards an 
efficient administrative function.  These include time and task management, effective 
teams, complying with workplace legislation, the impact of digital technologies and 
customer care. 

 

IT APPLICATIONS 
 candidates will develop skills in organising and managing information using digital 

technology in administrative contexts.  They will use software application functions to 
analyse, process and manage information in order to create and edit complex business 
documents.  They will develop and understanding of barriers to communication and 
ways of overcoming these barriers to ensure communication is effective.  Skills, 
knowledge and understanding of how to maintain the security and confidentiality of 
information will also be developed. 
 

ASSIGNMENT 
Assesses learners’ ability to apply their problem solving and advanced IT skills in the context of 
a complex scenario. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit is assessed using an end of unit assessment with questions similar to those used in the final 
examination paper and assignment. 
 
The course assessment consists of an assignment, worth 58% as well as the final exam, worth 42%. 
 
Both of these are externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the course. 
 

 

 

 



 

DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK 
 
The days when ICT and administration were the duties of the secretary are long gone - all 
workers are now expected to be able to perform their own administration duties and this 
course gives you the opportunity to develop these skills to an advanced standard.  ICT has 
infiltrated so many professions, that this course will develop your employability skills 
regardless of your intended career.  
 
In addition to ICT skills, the course will help to develop your literacy, numeracy and 
organisation skills.   You will also be expected to work independently using your own 
initiative, as well as being able to co-operate with others in a group/team situation.  
 
Most Universities and Colleges now assume that their students do have a good command of 
ICT skills, so we urge all pupils to consider the course in preparation for the future demands of 
education and employment. 
 

 

PERSONAL STUDY/HOMEWORK 
 
Homework will be issued as and when required to support learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CHEMISTRY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is designed to build on the work covered in the N5 course. Within each of the four units, 
the scale of topics ranges from molecular through to whole organism and beyond, including the most 
relevant applications of current biological understanding. 
 
1. Nature’s Chemistry: Production and uses of alcohols and acids e.g. vinegar, the chemistry of fruity flavours, 

edible fats and oils and their relationship to health and possible source as alternative fuels.  Proteins and 
their structure and importance in the body e.g as enzymes.   
Chemistry of cooking e.g. flavour, aroma, antioxidants, role and analysis of vitamin C, emulsions (e.g. in low 
fat foods). 
Cosmetics – Detergent and soap manufacture and action, perfumes and essential oils, need for free radical 
prevention. 

 
2. Chemistry in Society: How to turn expensive raw materials into useful products, the Principles of green 

Chemistry, factors affecting yield and how this can be maximised and measured, Factors affecting rates of 
reaction and how these must be balanced against cost, analysis of products to check for purity and analysis 
for investigative purposes e.g. drug testing. 

 

3. Chemical Changes and Structure & Researching Chemistry (1 Unit): Investigating the factors that affect 

chemical behaviour e.g position in periodic table, type of bonding present and applying these in a range of 

contexts. Also, an opportunity for individualised work based around a starter question that will involve 

background research into a topic, planning and carrying out of practical work and presentation of the findings 

in a suitable format.  This aspect of the course is both internally and externally assessed.  This is excellent 

skills preparation for the investigations at AH in any science. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Each unit is assessed using an end of topic extension test. There will be a prelim which has two 
papers, to reflect the final exam. The course assessment consists of an assignment (20%), completed 
in school and written up under exam conditions, as well as a final exam (80%).  Both of these are 
externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the course.  
 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Regular exercises to reinforce coursework and SCHOLAR on-line Revision/Tests 
Frequent tasks from our departmental homework book. 
Homework is set as a commitment to learning. This is a fundamental part of the chemistry course and it 
is a mandatory form of assessment. 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A-B at National 5 Chemistry (C passes at Chemistry teacher’s discretion). An A pass at N5 physics 
would also be considered. A pass at N5 maths is desirable. Otherwise by negotiation with Science 
Faculty Head. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
School – Advanced Higher Chemistry and Scottish Baccalaureate in Science 
Further Education – HNC/HND/Degree courses (e.g. Pharmacy, Medicine, Veterinary Studies, 
Dentistry, Engineering, and Chemistry etc.). 
Employment – Oil Industry, Distilling, Medicine/Nursing, Food Industry, Teaching etc. 
 

 
 



 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION  HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This Course has a broad-base and is suitable for pupils with an interest in graphic communication — 
both digital and paper-based enabling them to progress to higher learning or into a career in this field. 
The qualification is largely experiential with pupils gaining and improving skills by applying then to 
practical situations. Because the world of graphic communication covers such a wide variety of styles 
and modes of communication, there is a broad scope for personalisation and choice within the Course 
for each pupil. The higher builds on the 2D and 3D manual and computer graphic skills gained in the 
N5 course and on completion pupils will be able to: 

  initiate, develop and communicate often complex ideas clearly using a variety of  graphic 
techniques. 

 interpret complex graphic communications to extract relevant information. 

 select and use appropriate graphic communication equipment with skill and confidence 

 employ a variety of software appropriately and effectively to a given brief 

  apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards and protocols as 
necessary 

 .  
In addition, learners will have developed: graphic design skills, including creativity; an understanding 
of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society; graphic spatial 
awareness and visual literacy; and skills in constructively evaluating the effectiveness of graphic 
communications. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
During the course pupils will undertake a series of internally assessed task to ensure their work is to 
the national standard for the Higher.  
 

 a course assignment set by  the SQA which will be sent away for marking.  

 an external examination set and marked by the SQA.  
 

The exam and the internal assignment will be combined and you will be awarded A-D based on your 
performance. 

 
HOMEWORK 
You should allow one hour per week for assignments and revision. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Prospective pupils are normally expected to have  
 

National 5 Graphic Communication 
 
However pupils with the following qualifications may be considered after discussion with the Principal 
Teacher of Design & Technology: 
                                            S3 Graphic Communication  
 National 5 Engineering Science 
 National 5 or Higher Art & Design 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
There is the potential to complete an Advanced Higher course in S6 

 
Graphic Communication is accepted by most colleges and universities as part of their entry 
requirements. It is particularly useful for any engineering or design based courses, architecture, game 
designing and print technologies. 

 
 
 



 

EGINEERING SCIENCE  HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future. 
Engineers play key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate 
change, medicine, IT and transport.  
Our society needs more engineers, and more young people with an informed view of 
engineering. The Course provides a broad and challenging exploration of engineering. 
Because of its focus on developing transferable skills, it will be of value to many pupils, and 
particularly beneficial to those considering a career in engineering. Pupils will develop a 
deeper understanding of the central role of engineers as designers and problem solvers, able 
to conceive, design, implement and control complex systems, and the far-reaching impact of 
engineering on our society and the environment. The higher builds engineering contexts & 
challenge, electronics & control, mechanisms & structures skills gained in the N5 course and 
on completion pupils will be able to: 

♦ extend and apply knowledge and understanding of key engineering concepts, principles 
and practice 

♦ understand the relationships between engineering, mathematics and science 
♦ apply analysis, design, construction and evaluation to a range of engineering problems 

with some complex features 
♦ communicate engineering concepts clearly and concisely, using appropriate 
terminology 
♦ develop a greater understanding of the role and impact of engineering in changing and                          

influencing our environment and society 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
During the course pupils will undertake a series of internally assessed task to ensure their 
work is to the national standard for the Higher.  
 

 a course assignment set by  the SQA which will be sent away for marking.  

 an external examination set and marked by the SQA.  
 

The exam and the internal assignment will be combined and you will be awarded A-D based 
on your performance. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Students should allow at least one hour per week for research, assignments and revision. 

 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Prospective pupils are normally expected to have qualifications from the following list -  
 

National N5 Engineering Science 

National N5 Physics & N5 Maths and studying at least one at Higher. 
Higher Physics  @ A-B 
Higher Maths @ A-B 

 
FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
Engineering Science is accepted by colleges and universities and is preferred by some institutions to Physics for 
practical problem-solving postgraduate careers at BSc and BSC (Honours) levels.  The course is also suitable 
for entry into technical apprenticeships to HNC/D standard. It is also suitable for entry into the OPITO apprentice 
scheme for the oil & gas sector.   

 
 
 



 

DRAMA  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Purpose and Aims of the Course 
Higher Drama enables students to develop and use a range of complex drama skills and 
production skills. We use an integrated approach to learning which will develop practical skills 
as well as knowledge and understanding of drama.  
 
Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course 
The following provides a broad overview of the subject skills, knowledge and understanding 
developed in higher drama: 

 responding to stimuli, including text, when creating drama 

 working with others to share and use drama ideas 

 developing knowledge and understanding of historical, social, cultural and theatrical 
influences when creating drama 

 exploring drama form, structure, genre and style 

 experimenting with presenting through portrayal of character 

 gaining knowledge and understanding of complex production skills 

 applying complex drama and production skills when presenting 

 applying evaluative skills within the creative process (both of their own work and of their 
peers) 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Question paper – 50 marks (scaled to 40% of the total mark). 
The question paper assesses the application of skills, knowledge and understanding from 
across the course.  Students will write 2 essays in which they will be required to 
 

 analyse a published text from the perspective of an ACTOR, DIRECTOR OR 
DESIGNER – 20 marks 

 give a performance analysis of a professional theatrical performance – 20 marks 

 10 mark section asking pupils to focus on two of the three areas mentioned above and 
they have to describe how they would create certain effects or how they would act or 
direct certain sections of their chosen text. 

 

Performance – 60 marks (60% of the total mark). 
 
Actors have to perform two contrasting roles, directors have to rehearse a section of the script 
with their actors and designers have to give a presentation on Set Design for their chosen 
production and one other technical specialism. 
 

 

Development of skills for learning, life and work 
 
Students will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and be responsible 
for meeting deadlines.  They will be encouraged to be self-disciplined and self-sufficient.  
They will be set various challenges involving sophisticated texts and encouraged to work 
through problems by experimenting and thinking creatively about possible solutions. 
 
Throughout the drama courses students will be encouraged to be a reflective learner, able to 



identify their own strengths and weaknesses through the evaluation process.  Students will 
also learn to appreciate and evaluate the work of others.  A willingness to take advice and 
give feedback to others are useful skills in the work environment.  
 
The ability to take direction can be related to the work environment and the need to follow 
instructions from line managers/supervisors. 
 
The ability to work with others as part of a team and work to agreed deadlines are skills that 
they will find useful in both their personal and work life. 
 

 

Personal Study/Homework 
 
Students will have a range of homework tasks which may include researching information 
about a theme, topic or issue.  When acting, students will be expected to learn lines, work on 
developing their character and making notes for their folio.  If students opt for a technical 
role, they will be involved in making notes and completing planning sheets for their selected 
area.  Students will be expected to attend at least one theatre performance as one of the 
essays in the examination is based on a current theatre performance.  As one of the essays 
in the examination is based on a a current theatre production, students will be expected to 
attend at least one theatre performance and this may have to be an evening performance.  
As pupils will be expected to work with others, it is vital that pupils are prepared to work in 
school at lunchtime or after school to catch up on work missed. 
 

 

PROGRESSION 
 
Advanced Higher, HNC Acting & Theatre Performance/Technical Theatre/Musical Theatre; 
other qualifications in drama or related areas; further study, employment and/or training 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ENGLISH  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Higher English offers opportunities to develop and extend abilities in language & communication.  The 
course also fosters and encourages independent learning, critical literacy, personal, interpersonal and 
team working skills as well as creative thinking. 
 
Pupils will study two key units: 

 Analysis & Evaluation (Reading & Listening) 

 Creation & Production (Writing & Talking) 
 
These units are taught in an integrated way through the study of a wide range of topics & texts both 
oral and written, fiction and non-fiction, including: novels, short stories, drama scripts, poetry, film, 
television dramas, documentaries, newspapers and magazines, advertising, internet journalism. 
 
For Higher, the recommended Scottish texts the department has selected to teach include selected 
poems of Norman MacCaig and Carol Ann Duffy, Iain Crichton Smith and George Mackay Brown’s 
short stories, ‘Sunset Song’ and ‘The Cone Gatherers’.  Each teacher selects the class text from the set 
list. Once classes and teachers have been allocated, we recommend that pupils purchase their own 
texts – new or second hand copies are available cheaply online – to enable them to annotate the text 
and retain copies for exam revision. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Grades A-D 

 
Exam (externally marked by SQA) 
 
Section 1 - Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation – Close Reading of non-
fiction  (exam)  (30 marks) 
 
Section 2 – Critical Reading  (exam) (40 marks) 
1 Textual Analysis of a Scottish text 
1 Critical essay on text of pupil’s choice from those studied in class 
 
Writing Folio (30 marks) 
Two writing pieces to be submitted 
1 x Broadly Discursive 
1 x Broadly Creative 
No assessed piece may be redrafted more than twice. 

Internal 

Unit Assessments (Pass/Fail)  

 Spoken Language Assessment (incorporating talk and listening skills) 
 
Creation & Production and Analysis & Evaluation Internal Unit Assessments can also be 
completed and awarded at N6 level if a pupil is not continuing on to the exam.  These are as 
follows: 

 One reading and listening assessment 

 One talking and writing assessment 
 
 

 



 

DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK 
 
Literacy, Employment, Further & Higher Education 
Apart from being desirable in itself, a qualification in English is vital in securing future employment and 
study opportunities:  

 All employers consider a good level of English to be a basic requirement. 

 Many University courses stipulate English as an entry requirement and even those which do 
not, prefer their students to have studied English. Qualifications in English can be a 
discriminating factor for Universities when deciding on offers for borderline cases.   

 
The course aims to develop the ability to: 
 

 listen and talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context, applying 
knowledge and understanding of language, vocabulary & grammar 

 understand, analyse and critically evaluate texts, from a range  of literature, language and 
media, including Scottish texts 

 research effectively, develop questioning and note making skills as well as collate and 
synthesise sources  

 create and produce texts of a functional, argumentative, expressive & creative nature as 
appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

 in new and unfamiliar contexts 
 

 

PERSONAL STUDIES/HOMEWORK 
 
Key assignments will also be set and deadlines given for pieces of work to be submitted to provide 
practice for assessment or evidence for assessment.   
 

 Reading, rereading and annotation of texts 

 On a regular basis pupils will be expected to think, plan and research in preparation for talk, 
writing and class activities.  

 Practising writing Critical essays in timed conditions, having memorised quotations, is 
expected. 

 Past papers in Textual Analysis and Close Reading will be given as homework. 

 It is advised that pupils read the columnists in the quality press as these are the sources for 
many of the Close Reading papers for both the unit assessment and final exam.  

 Talk preparation will, on the whole, be done at home.   

 The Writing portfolio tasks will be issued and mostly worked on at home, with deadlines given 
for drafts and redrafts.  

 Pupils are also expected to continue to read for pleasure at home – novels, newspapers, 
magazines, internet sites, etc.  

 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Progression: The N7 Advanced Higher English course is available in S6. 
 
Careers: in the Arts, Social Sciences, Social Work, Human Resources, Public Relations, Teaching, 
Research, Law, Social Sciences, Journalism, Advertising and Media. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GEOGRAPHY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course is divided into two separate sections: The Core section, which looks at Physical and Human 
Environments; and the Environmental Interactions section.  

 The Physical part of the Core section builds on National 5 units and includes:  

 Atmosphere – Atmospheric and oceanic circulation, Global Heat budget. 

 Hydrosphere – Hydrological Cycle and Hydrographs 

 Lithosphere – Glaciation and coastal geography 

 Biosphere – Formation of soils 
  
The Human part of the Core section includes units on:  

 Population – Growth and problems 

 Rural – land use’s and conflict in the previously studied physical environments 

 Urban – Urban Management  in the developed and developing world. Examining Edinburgh and Rio. 
  
The Global issues part of the Core section includes units on: 

 Development and Health – Differences in development and a study of a water borne disease. 

 Climate Change – An investigation into the causes and effects and evaluation of management strategies. 
  
A range of Geographical methods and techniques will be used, including: the use of OS Maps; the interpretation 
of climatic data; and analysis of soil profiles. Learners will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of 
the complex processes and interactions at work within physical and human environments on a local, regional and 
global scale 

 

PERSONAL STUDY/HOMEWORK 
As part of the Core course pupils will undertake an added value unit, designed to develop geographical skills and 
allow for added breadth, challenge and personalisation. The assignment allows pupils to select a topic from 
areas already studied. The emphasis will be on data collection and the processing of this data. Pupils will then 
present their work and conclude their findings.  

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students would normally be expected to have attained a National 5 Geography or another social subject, or an 
Intermediate 2 course award in Geography or another social subject. 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK 
 
Geography contributes to general education and the wider curriculum. It will help develop informed and active 
citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and processes. 
Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they will use in everyday life. 
During the national course students will gain skills that are not only essential to the study of geography and other 
social subjects but also relevant to their whole academic development. The practical and multidisciplinary nature 
of Geography will help to develop skills in employability and enterprise.  The emphasis on the critical evaluation of 
sources, including maps and statistics, will develop thinking skills, graphic, literary and numeracy skills. Natural 
progression will allow for the study of higher geography or any other Social Subject.  
  
The natural progression from a National 5 pass within the school environment is to continue the study of 
geography with the Higher course.  The pupils can also continue into further education courses in Geography, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Law, Journalism and Business Administration or other related areas.  The pupils 
may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of different areas 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HISTORY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of 
historical concepts through the study of the 3 units below.  It is also intended to develop skills of essay 
writing, evaluating events and sources and of investigating issues. 
 
The Higher History course covers three units: 
 

 European History:  This covers the period after the occupation of the German States by 
Napoleon, the growth of nationalism, the creation of the German Empire under the direction of 
Bismarck and the rise of Hitler, the Nazis after World War 1 and life in the Nazi State. 

 Scottish History: Migration and Empire: 1830-1939. This course examines the changing face 
of Scotland during the last 180 years.  The course will look at the impact that Scots have had on 
the Empire and the world in general and also how immigration has changed the face of Scottish 
society up to the present day. 

 British History:  This course deals with the growth of democracy in Britain, the rise of Trade 
Unions and the Labour party, the Liberal Reforms of 1906-14 and the creation of the Welfare 
State after  World War 2. 

 
The pupils will develop their essay writing technique during 2 units and will be expected to be able to 
answer set questions using a well-balanced argument within a structured essay.  They will also be 
expected to submit a number of essays on various topics throughout the year.  The pupils will be 
expected to evaluate source material during their study for the special topic. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment will be ongoing and class work will be used as part of the evidence portfolio for internal 
assessment.  On top of this, an added value unit will allow pupils to study and produce work on an 
area of history study of their own choice. 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
A national 5 pass in History or another social subject, however, other National 5 passes will be 
considered. 
 

DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK 
 
History contributes to general education and the wider curriculum. It will help develop informed and 
active citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and 
processes. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they 
will use in everyday life. During the two year national course students will gain skills that are not only 
essential to the study of history and other social subjects but will allow for the development of 
transferable skills such as; extended writing and essay writing, the skills of research and evaluation as 
well as making valid conclusions and an understanding of people in the past.  Source evaluation will 
also focus on skills such as exaggeration and bias. 
 
The natural progression from a National 5 pass within the school environment is to continue the study 
of history with the Advanced Higher course.  The pupils can also continue into further education 
courses in History, Humanities and Social Sciences, Law, Journalism and Business Administration or 
other related areas.  The pupils may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of 
different areas 
 

 
 
 



 

MATHEMATICS  HIGHER 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course is designed to extend students’ mathematical knowledge and skills in the areas of algebra, 
geometry and trigonometry and to introduce elementary calculus.  Students will apply these skills 
along with skills in interpreting information, reasoning and communicating to solve problems  
 
The course comprises of three units: 

 Expressions and Functions 

 Relationships and Calculus 

 Applications 
 
These units will be combined and split into five blocks of work which together involve  

 Using algebraic skills to work with logarithmic and exponential functions, straight line and 
quadratic functions, polynomials, circles, recurrence relations; sketching and identifying related 
functions and graphs. 

 Using geometry skills to work with vectors. 

 Using trigonometry skills to manipulate expressions and to solve equations. 

 Using calculus skills to differentiate and integrate functions and to use these to solve problems. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit of work will be assessed and the evidence combined to show success in all three units. 
Success in the external exam will result in a graded overall course award from the SQA. 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Homework is an integral part of the course and will be a mixture of completion of class exercises and 
set homework.  In addition, pupils are expected to spend time studying work covered on their own 
initiative in order to achieve a good grade. 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
A secure pass in National 5 Mathematics. 
Pupils will also require to have demonstrated the ability to commit themselves to working hard. 
 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Future studies: Advanced Higher Mathematics. 
Careers: many courses require a qualification in Higher Mathematics, in particular engineering, all 
branches of science, business management and primary teaching. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

APPLICATIONS OF 
MATHEMATICS 

 HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The Higher Applications of Mathematics course develops, deepens and extends the operational and 
reasoning skills necessary for solving problems. Through real-life contexts, candidates acquire and 
apply mathematical and statistical skills directly relevant to life and work, and learn about how 
mathematics affects the world they live in. Candidates analyse complex real-life problems and gain 
experience in making and justifying decisions and drawing conclusions.  
 
The course comprises of four units: 

 Mathematical Modelling 

 Statistics & Probability 

 Finance 

 Planning & Decision Making 
 
Overview of the subject skills, knowledge and understanding developed in the course:  
 

 analyse complex real-life situations and problems involving mathematics  

 select and apply skills in finance, statistics and probability, data modelling, and planning and 
decision making  

 communicate mathematical information with complex features  

 select and apply skills in numeracy  

 use mathematical reasoning skills to extract and interpret information and draw conclusions or 
justify decisions  

 use software where appropriate, for example to model and analyse statistical, mathematical, 
and financial problems 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Each unit of work will be assessed and the evidence combined to show success in all units. 
Success in the external exam will result in a graded overall course award from the SQA. 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
Homework is an integral part of the course and will be a mixture of completion of class exercises and 
set homework.  In addition, pupils are expected to spend time studying work covered on their own 
initiative in order to achieve a good grade. 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A secure pass in National 5 Applications of Maths or National 5 Maths. 
Pupils will also require to have demonstrated the ability to commit themselves to working hard. 
 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
The skills, knowledge and understanding in the course supports learning and further study and builds 
confidence in a wide range of curricular areas, such as humanities, social sciences, healthcare, and 
business. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MATHEMATICS  
NUMERACY N5 & PERSONAL 

FINANCE 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The National 5 Numeracy unit consists of 2 outcomes: 
 
1 Use numerical skills to solve real-life problems involving money/time/measurement by: 
 

1.1 Selecting and using appropriate numerical notation and units 
1.2 Selecting and carrying out calculations 
1.3 Recording measurements using a scale on an instrument 
1.4 Interpreting measurements and results of calculations to make decisions 
1.5 Justifying decisions using the results of measurements or calculations 
 

 
2 Interpret graphical data and situations involving probability to solve real-life problems 

involving money/time/measurement by: 
 
2.1 Extracting and interpreting data from at least three different graphical forms 
2.2 Making and justifying decisions using evidence from the interpretation of data 
2.3 Making and justifying decisions based on probability 

The Personal Finance Awards at SCQF level 4 & 5 will develop knowledge and skills to cope 

confidently and effectively with the types of financial matters individuals are likely to encounter. From 

student loans, to pensions, the awards will prepare learners for financial decision making and managing 

personal finances throughout their lives. 

The Awards cover a range of topics, including: calculating and comparing costs; household budgeting; 
different forms of borrowing; tax and National Insurance; credit cards; bank accounts; exchange rates, 
interest and inflation rates. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The unit is assessed through a 50 minute calculator based assessment.  
 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Homework is an integral part of the course and will be a mixture of completion of class exercises and 
set homework.  In addition, pupils are expected to spend time studying work covered in order to 
achieve a good pass. 
 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
National 4 Mathematics or National 4 Applications of Mathematics.   This course requires learners to 
respond to a level of challenge and apply their learning to new and unfamiliar situations. 
 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Future studies: the skills developed will support progression in other curricular areas that require a solid 
foundation and good knowledge of mathematical concepts. 

 
 
 



 

MODERN LANGUAGES 
French or German 

 HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

The Higher course offers learners the opportunity to further develop the four skills of reading, 

listening, talking and writing in the contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.  Pupils will 

gain deeper knowledge and understanding of detailed and complex language and be able to apply 

these to the skill of translation. 

 

You will encounter a wide variety of texts in different media and will have the opportunity to develop 

talking skills with a native speaker. 

 

Learning a language is not just about learning grammar and vocabulary- it is also about experiencing 

the culture.  You will therefore be given every opportunity to learn about the celebrations, traditions 

and history of the countries where French or German is spoken. 
 

We would hope to cover the following topics: 
 Society 1. Family and Friends (new family structures, marriage and relationships) 
  2. Media and Technology (impact of the digital age) 
  3. Lifestyles (Health, fitness, teenage problems) 
  4. Global languages/Citizenship (minority languages, the environment) 
 Learning  1. Education (higher and further education, lifelong learning) 
  2. Learning in context (school systems, teachers, learning a new language) 
 Employability 1. Jobs (summer jobs, careers, gap year) 

                                                 2.Work and CVs ( work experience, job interviews, job opportunities) 

 Culture 1. Planning a trip (Gap year, working abroad, travel) 
  2. Other cultures (stereotypes, living in a multicultural society) 
  3. Celebrations (Traditions, customs, history) 
                                          4. Film and Media ( film or book study) 

 

ASSESSMENT 
External Course Assessment 
 

 Question Paper1 : Reading and Directed writing (30 + 20 marks) 

 Question Paper 2 : Listening (20 marks) 

 Performance  : Talking (30 marks) 

 Course assignment:  Writing ( 20 marks)  

  
The external course assessment is set by the SQA. 
The Performance is assessed in school by your teacher but may be verified by the SQA. 
The Course assignment is undertaken in school but assessed by the SQA. 

 

HOMEWORK 
Pupils will be expected to regularly revise and learn vocabulary at home as well as to practise and 
prepare for writing and talking tasks.  Regular tasks will be set and completion dates will be agreed with 
the teacher. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
While entry to the course or units will be at the discretion of the centre students will normally be 
expected to have attained National 5 French/German with a grade A or B. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
Attainment of the award will allow students to progress to National 7 / Advanced Higher in Sixth Year or 
enter Higher Education at an appropriate level. 

 
 
 
 



 

MODERN STUDIES  HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of 
Political, Social and International Issues through the study of the 3 units below.  It is also intended to 
develop skills of evaluating and decision-making. 
 
The Higher Modern Studies course covers three study themes: 
 
Study Theme 1:  Political Issues in the United Kingdom  
 
Devolved Decision Making in Scotland  
 
This unit examines the Scottish Parliament, the Scottish Executive and local government in Scotland.  
It also looks at the Scottish Parliament and its relationship with Westminster.  This unit will encompass 
a visit to the Scottish Parliament where there will be an opportunity to meet with MSPs. 
 
Study Theme 2:  Social Issues in the United Kingdom  
 
Wealth and Health inequalities in the UK  
 
This unit examines evidence of, causes and consequences of health and wealth inequalities in the UK.  
It also looks at the extent of these inequalities and the effectiveness of government policy to deal with 
them. 
 
Study Theme 3:  International Issues  
 
The People's Republic of China  
 
This unit considers the political, social and economic changes taking place in China today.  It also 
looks at the growing importance of China as an emerging superpower. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will be ongoing and class work will be used as part of the evidence portfolio for internal 
assessment.  On top of this, an added value unit will allow pupils to study and produce work on an 
area of study of their own choice or a current affairs topic. 
 

HOMEWORK 
The School deadline policy will be implemented in regards to Modern Studies Higher homework. In 
order to keep up with the contemporary nature of the Modern Studies course, students will be 
expected to maintain a media log based on newspapers, internet and other forms of media.  Students 
will also work on essay questions throughout the year as part of their homework schedule. 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students require a National 5 pass in Modern Studies or another Social Subject such as History, 
Geography, Business Management or Religious and Moral Education, however, other national 5 
passes will be considered. 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
The natural progression from a Higher pass is to continue the study of Modern Studies at Advanced 
Higher.   Students can also continue into Higher education courses in Politics, International Relations, 
Education, History, Humanities and Social Sciences, Law and Business Administration or other related 
areas.  Its contemporary nature and essay-based skills make it a desirable course for 6th years wishing 
to embark on Higher or Further education in a variety of courses. 

 
 
 
 



 

MUSIC  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Music course will allow you to develop and refine performance skills on two instruments or one 
instrument and voice. Through this, composing your own music and developing your skills in 
understanding music, you will develop knowledge and understanding of specific musical concepts and 
musical literacy. 
 
The course has 3 components. 
 
 Performance– Instruments 1 and 2: You will perform level specific pieces to develop your skills on 

your chosen instruments.  Part of progressing on the instruments is also being able to analyse and 
evaluate your own performance or that of others.  This can be of a work in progress or a finished 
performance.  Being able to identify areas for improvement is vital to be able to produce a strong 
final performance. 

 
 Composing Assignment – you will develop skills in creating original music by exploring 

compositional methods and developing musical ideas using elements of music including melody, 
harmony, rhythm and structure. You will also review the creative process and evaluate your finished 
composition. 

 
Understanding Music – Through practical approaches, you will develop knowledge of a range of 
musical concepts and literacy.  This will involve listening to many different styles of music and being 
able to identify important features in the music.  It also includes learning about the background and 
influences of these styles of Music.  
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 Performance of 12 minutes featuring both instruments. (30 marks for each instrument) Worth 50% 

of the N6 award. 
 Composing Assignment to compose one original piece of between 1 minute and 3 mins 30. (20 

marks) and a composing review following the creative process and evaluation of final piece. (10 
marks) Worth 15% of the N6 award. 

 Question paper which tests understanding of the listening and literacy concepts. (40 marks) Worth 
35% of the N6 award.  

 Performance assessed by a visiting SQA assessor, assignment submitted to SQA for marking and 
the written paper will be set by the SQA and completed under exam conditions. 

 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
 Continual practise of performance skills 
 Ongoing development of compositional techniques 
 Frequent revision of musical concepts and literacy. 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
At the discretion of the department. National 5 Music. To be able to perform at grade 4 level minimum 
on 2 instruments. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
The Music Industry, Performance Studies at a Music College, the Media, the Recording Industry, Music 
Therapy, Community Arts, Music Technology, Teaching. 
 

 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Physical Education will give you the opportunity to be physically, mentally, emotionally and socially 
challenged. You will be aspiring to achieve high levels of sporting performance success.  
 
Through this course you will demonstrate, develop and improve your practical performance skills in 
physical activities.  You will refine your personal qualities including your individual values, attitudes, 
behaviours, as well as your problem solving, decision making and leadership skills. Your ability to 
compete, cooperate and collaborate with your peers will also be tested.  
 
The National 6 Higher Physical Education course comprises of 2 Mandatory Components:  
 
Component 1 : Performance – 60 Marks 

Component 2 : Written Exam – 50 Marks 

 
Performance – The purpose of this component is to assess the candidate’s ability to effectively 
perform in two different physical activities.  Each performance is a single event in a challenging, 
competitive and/or demanding context. 
 
Written Examination – The candidate will complete a written paper that assesses the candidate’s 
knowledge and understanding of how different Physical, Mental, Social and Emotional factors impact 
performance development. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 
The National 6 Higher Examination is part of the SQA exam diet.  It contributes 50% towards the 
candidate’s final grade.  The National 6 Higher Performance component has a total of 60 marks 
available with each single performance event being marked out of 30 by the teacher and externally 
verified by the SQA.  It contributes 50% towards the final grade.   
 
 

HOMEWORK 

 

Regular homework will be issued for National 6 Higher PE.  It should be pointed out that the course 

involves regular written tasks and a good work ethic is required to cope with this.  Meeting deadlines 

is very important and pupil progress will be recorded. 

 

RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS  

 
Pupils should have achieved a strong pass in the National 5 Physical Education course prior to 
starting the National 6 Higher course.  
 

Strong literacy skills are essential throughout the course in order to complete the extensive written 

tasks. 
 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 

 
Useful as an entry qualification for PE Teaching/Sports Coaching, Sports Science, Leisure 
Activities/Management, and for Further/Higher Education. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

DEPARTMENT: PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

COURSE TITLE: SCQF Level 6 Leadership Award 

 

OUTLINE OF COURSE 
This Award is designed to help learners understand the meaning of leadership by finding out about 
different leadership styles, skills and qualities. They will be able to consider, through comparing a 
variety of leaders, what makes an effective leader.  The Leadership Award aims to encourage learners 
to respect the cultures and beliefs of others through working cooperatively with them and through 
valuing their contribution.  
 
Learners will also be able to use this knowledge to help them consider their own potential for 
leadership. They will develop their leadership abilities as they will be given the opportunity to take on a 
leading role for an activity. This Award will give learners an opportunity to explore the relationship 
between leadership and teamwork. As a consequence this Award should promote opportunities which 
allow individuals to build self-confidence and self-esteem.  
 

PUPIL LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND SKILLS DEVELOPED 
The skill and ability to:  

 gather information  

 produce a report  

 reach conclusions about effective leadership  

 carry out a self-evaluation  

 analyse the context within which an activity will take place  

 plan for an activity  

 negotiate with others  

 identify possible risks  

 work cooperatively with others  

 monitor progress  

 adapt to any changes or failures  

 review the success of the activity  

 reach conclusions about self as a leader  
 

ASSESSMENT AND EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 
Unit 1 – Leadership An Introduction will be assessed through a 1500 word report that measures 
understanding of leadership styles and demonstrates awareness of personal skills and qualities. 
 
Unit 2 – Leadership in Practice - Assessment judgments are made upon a learner's ability to lead and 
demonstrate their leadership skills for a certain period of time, within a specific setting – all of this will 
be recorded in a folio of work.  
 
All completed assessment materials will be subject to external verification. Awards are made on a 
pass/fail basis. 

 

RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVEL 
Entry to this course is at the discretion of the PE Department.  Aspiring candidates should display the 
potential to lead at a higher level and have the capacity to accept responsibility and be a good role 
model to younger pupils in Forres Academy. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
Learners who undertake this Award could expect:  
 

 increased employment opportunities following on from the transferable skills and knowledge 
developed within this Award  

 further education or training  

 increased career progression in job sectors that require leadership and management 

 



 

PHYSICS  HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The Higher Physics course is designed to follow on from the National 5 course, continuing many of the 
themes studied at National 5. The course comprises four units, listed below: 
 
1. Our Dynamic Universe 

We study essential mechanics and dynamics, such as the effects of forces, energy and power in 
the Universe. We then use these tools to study how the Universe came into being, show it has 
evolved, and where it is likely to finish. This includes the Big Bang theory, special relativity, and 
universal expansion. 
 

2. Particles and Waves 
We study the Standard Model of matter, how it was made, how it interacts. 
Also covers nuclear reactions, wave particle duality, how waves refract, diffract and interfere. 
  

3. Electricity 
This is a smaller unit covering AC, and the fundamentals of electricity such as potential difference, 
resistance, voltage and current. We look at sources of electricity, and some of the components 
used in modern electrical and electronic systems. 
 

4. Researching Physics 
A topic relevant to modern society, drawing on the knowledge gained in the other units, is 
researched and presented by the pupil. 

Particular emphasis is placed on understanding the effects that the topics studied have on society and 
the environment. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit is assessed using an end of topic extension test. There will be a prelim which has two 
papers, to reflect the final exam. The course assessment consists of an assignment (20%), completed 
in school and written up under exam conditions, as well as a final exam (80%).  Both of these are 
externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the course.  
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Will take the form of note completion, research, and problem solving, all of which will be completed 
regularly as the course progresses. A series of summary and problem books are issued to each pupil 
to allow this, they also are given access to the Physics departments website (www.forresphysics.co.uk) 
and educational software to help with their study. 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pupils should have attained an A-C in the National 5 physics course. A pass at National 5 Maths is also 
strongly recommended. If otherwise, negotiation with the Science Faculty Head. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
The CfE Higher course provides a sound basis for the CfE Advanced Higher course in S6. Physics 
qualifications have application in a wide range of careers in management, engineering, scientific 
research, telecommunications, finance and many more. 

 
 

http://www.forresphysics.co.uk/


 

POLITICS  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course comprises of : 
 

• Politics: Political Theory 
 This unit will give you an introduction to politics and its theoretical base. You will look at political 

concepts such as power and authority, you will study some of the key ideologies for example 
liberalism and nationalism, and you will develop research skills in order to find the evidence of 
these concepts in reality. You will be encouraged to look deeper at political ideas and concepts and 
ask questions such as ‘what does it mean to be democratic?’ or ‘what does it mean to be right/left 
wing?’ 

 
• Politics: Political Systems 
 This unit will introduce you to a number of different political systems including the Parliamentary 

and the federal systems amongst others. You will develop your understanding of these systems 
through research and will look at where they have come from in terms of written and unwritten 
constitutions. You will compare different systems and evaluate their individual effectiveness. 

 
• Politics: Political Parties and Elections 

This unit will introduce you to political parties and electoral data. You will look in more depth at the 
ideologies of our current parties and will analyse how these ideas influence their performance at 
election time. You will also evaluate the impact of other factors on voting behaviours e.g. gender, 
social class, age and geography. You will learn how to analyse election data and draw conclusions 
about political and social expectations. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
These units will each carry their own open book assessment which might be in the form of a case 
study or a literature review. You will also carry out a course assignment where you will research a 
chosen political topic and then be assessed on your knowledge and understanding of that topic under 
closed book conditions. You will be permitted to bring 1 resource sheet of notes with you. This element 
constitutes 33% of your grade, with the final external exam making up the remaining 66%. 

 
HOMEWORK 
 
Students will be given regular homework based on essay writing and research skills throughout the 
year as well as working on their final dissertation.   

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students require a National 5 pass in another Social Subject such as Modern Studies, History, 

Geography, Business Management or Religious and Moral Education, however, other national 5 

passes will be considered. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
The natural progression from a Higher pass is to continue the study of Politics with the Modern 
Studies Advanced Higher course.   Students can also continue into Higher education courses in 
Politics, International Relations, Education, History, Humanities and Social Sciences, Law and 
Business Administration or other related areas.  Its essay-based skills make it a desirable course for 
6th years wishing to embark on Higher or further education in a variety of courses. 

 
 
 



 

RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES 

 NATIONAL 5/HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Aims – The course aims to develop the students’ ability to critically examine questions about meaning, 
purpose and value of life.  Questions such as “How did the world begin?” and “What is the purpose of 
life?” will be studied through a process of inquiry, debate, analysis and evaluation.  A particular 
emphasis is on investigative skills, especially in the use of primary and secondary sources. 
 
Content – There are 3 Units in this course: 
 
World Religion 

 Islam  
 
Morality and Belief 

 Religion and Justice 

 Crime and Punishment 
 
Religious and Philosophical Questions 

 The Origin of Life 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Internal assessment takes place throughout the course. The coursework and exam paper are 
externally marked by SQA. 
 
Separate internally assessed units can also be completed and awarded at both N5 and N6 level 
if a pupil is not continuing on to the exam.   
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Structured homework is given regularly but the most important aspect of work outside the classroom is 
weekly revision of what is covered in class. 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
This is on the advice of the Department but, as a guideline, consider the following:- 
Higher RMPS – Pass in N5 RMPS or, if taking as a ‘crash’ course, Grade A in Nat 5 English (S5) or 
Grade A/B in Higher English (S6.) 
Nat 5 RMPS – Pass in Nat 4 English/Pass in Nat 4/5 RMPS Unit or equivalent. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies is an excellent course for a wide range of careers as it 
encourages critical thinking and awareness of the world at large.  Journalism, social services, and 
teaching are examples of careers that RMPS could help students to access. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

PSYCHOLOGY  HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
What is Psychology? Psychology involves the scientific study of the mind and behaviour of humans and 
animals. It is a fascinating subject with links to science, arts and social subjects. Psychology is a useful 
subject for personal development as well as being relevant to many career paths. The study of 
Psychology has the potential to promote the development of cognitive, emotional and social skills which 
will enhance study activity, self-awareness and the understanding of issues of personal relevance. 
At the timetable change in June, pupils will study an Introductory Unit, familiarising themselves with the 
Course outline as well as the subject of Psychology itself. Following on from this, pupils will study three 
mandatory units - Individual Behaviour, Social Behaviour and Research.  

Individual behaviour - enables candidates to use psychology to explain human behaviour. Pupils will 

investigate topics and learn how these topics can be explained using psychological theories. They also 
consider the strengths and weaknesses of different theories investigated.   
Compulsory topic – Sleep and Dreams 
Optional topic – TBC; Depression/Memory/Stress 
Social behaviour - explains how interaction with others shapes social behaviour. Candidates 

investigate social psychological topics and use relevant concepts and research evidence to explain how 
the thoughts, feelings and behaviours of individuals are developed through interaction within the social 
environment. Candidates use psychological knowledge and understanding to explain examples of 
everyday behaviour.   
Compulsory topic – Conformity and Obedience 
Optional topic – TBC; Prejudice/Social Relationships/Aggression 
Research - introduces candidates to in-depth research, experimental and non-experimental methods, 

sampling, data handling and ethics used in psychology. Candidates develop knowledge and 
understanding of factors to consider when planning and carrying out psychological research. They also 
develop numerical skills and an understanding of psychological terminology. This will lead on to and 
equip pupils with the knowledge and skills to plan their own research for the Assignment. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
The course assessment has two components - a 2 hour 40 minute long external examination worth 80 
marks and an Assignment completed during class time and at home worth 40 marks. Both components 
are externally marked by SQA. At Higher level, pupils are required to plan and carry out research and 
write up the results in a 2000-2500 word report. It is important for pupils to engage in this process in an 
organised and diligent manner and meet deadlines set by the teacher. Parents/carers will be informed if 
pupils are not meeting the deadlines set via a letter of concern sent home. Pupils who do not complete 
the Assignment to a satisfactory standard will be withdrawn from sitting the final exam. The main pieces 
of advice from previous classes regarding the Assignment is start early and meet the deadlines. 

 
Outside of the classroom, pupils are encouraged to keep up to date with the latest research in 
Psychology via the British Psychological Society (BPS) website - https://digest.bps.org.uk/ as well as 
making use of resources in the school library, local library and watching relevant BBC2/C4 psychology 
programmes e.g. The Secret Life of 4/5/6 Year Olds series. 
All Psychology pupils are required to submit an Assignment which will contribute towards their final 
grade in Psychology.  

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
This is a highly demanding course and requires a high level of personal commitment therefore strict 
entry requirements are: N5 pass in Psychology or minimum A/B+ Pass in any two of the following, N5 
English, Biology, History, RMPS.  Pupils who have a predicted A pass in Higher English, may opt to 
"crash" the Higher and might successfully do this with commitment and a positive work ethic from the 
outset. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
Clinical psychology, Criminal Psychology, Sports psychologist, Human resources advisor, Educational 
psychologist, Teaching, Forensic psychology, Police 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdigest.bps.org.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE1OTUtg9bCAE5Qe0M3ifXKiyW0Hw


 

PSE   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
S5 PSE 

 
Students will cover a series of topics including personal safety, health, finance and 
communications skills during the 1 period of PSE.  All pupils will have the opportunity to 
participate in a mock interview and will have to provide an up-to-date CV and letter of 
application.   
 
S6 PSE 
 
S6 PSE will encourage students to develop an increased sense of self awareness and provide 
opportunities where they can take responsibility and show creativity. 
 
The S6 school show will still provide a central vehicle for students to work collectively and 
cooperatively and students will at times, be expected to work outwith their comfort zone. 
 
A series of leadership opportunities will be offered to promote enhanced communication skills, 
personal lifestyle, changes and increased knowledge to life beyond school. 
 
Driving Attainment (S5 and S6) 
 
During the class, you will work closely with your Guidance Teacher to regularly review and monitor 
your progress in terms of NABs, your Negotiated Target Grades (NTG), Prelim Grades and in 
identifying your next steps.  There will be opportunities to work with ‘study buddies’ and to develop and 
share effective study skills. 
 
Throughout the year, there will be options to attend talks from Universities, Colleges and Opito and be 
given advice and guidance to complete college, apprenticeship, summer school, on-line work 
experience and UCAS application forms.  This course is designed to assist you with making informed 
choices and in the preparation and planning for the wider world of work. 
 
 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Compulsory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3 
 

Courses set at SCQF Level 7 including 
National 7 Advanced Highers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ART & DESIGN:  

SPECIALISING IN EXPRESSIVE OR DESIGN  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

EXPRESSIVE 

The Advanced Higher Art and Design (Expressive) Course provides opportunities for learners to develop their 

creativity, visual awareness and understanding of aesthetic, while exploring how to communicate their 

personal thoughts, ideas and opinions through their expressive artwork. This involves visually exploring and 

responding in an individual way to stimuli, researching challenging expressive art contexts and evaluating how 

artists respond creatively to stimuli. 

 

DESIGN 

The Advanced Higher Art and Design (Design) Course provides opportunities for learners to develop their 

creativity and apply their understanding of design practice, function and aesthetics. This involves exploring and 

researching challenging design contexts, issues and opportunities, and evaluating and incorporating visual 

stimuli and other information from a variety of sources. 

 
Cost per year is £40:00 (Includes large plastic portfolio, sketchbooks & access to specialist materials) 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
1 x Portfolio worth 100 marks - assessed externally by SQA 
 
60 marks practical expressive art work 
30 marks for critical analysis 

 10 marks evaluation 
 
The portfolio will include: 
 

 pinpointing and rigorously investigating a creative starting point for the portfolio; gathering stimuli from 
a range of sources including drawing, photography, etc 

 in-depth development work 

 one or more resolved piece(s) of expressive art work or a final design solution 

 critical analysis of a single art or design work or a group of closely related art  or design works 

 an evaluation of the portfolio of art or design work 

 

 

Homework 

 

Regular & consistent homework must be undertaken. 

 

Extra Curricular 

 

Life Drawing opportunities at the Moray Arts Centre, Findhorn Foundation. 

Workshop events periodically on offer at the Glasgow School of Art campus, Altyre. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Strictly A/B grade at Higher Level 

 

Future Studies/Careers 

This qualification will assist with progression to Higher Education (HNC/HND/Degree) and could lead to 

employment in areas such as: 

 Visual Arts 

 Performing Arts 

 Art/Arts/Design Education 

 Arts Management 
 

 



 

BIOLOGY  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Advanced Higher Biology is designed to build on the work covered in the Higher Biology course. The 
course provides you with the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of the cell and the 
processes which control it. It also considers the major drivers of evolution and the techniques which can 
be used to observe and measure it.  The course finally provides a deeper understanding of the process 
of scientific investigation and enquiry. 
 
The course consists of three units: 
 

Cells and Proteins 
This unit builds on understanding of the genome from Higher Biology. You will develop 
knowledge and understanding of proteomics, protein structures; the various roles of proteins 
within the cell membrane; communication within a multicellular organism and control of cell 
division. The study of protein is primarily a laboratory-based activity, so the unit includes 
important laboratory techniques for biologists. 
 
Organisms and Evolution 
This unit builds on an understanding of natural selection, in the context of evolution.  You will 
develop your understanding of evolution. This includes the role of sexual reproduction and 
parasitism in the evolution of organisms.  This unit covers suitable techniques for ecological 
field study. Methods of sampling and the classification and identification of organisms are 
introduced.  
    
Investigative Biology  
You will develop a knowledge and understanding of the principles of investigative biology and 
scientific communication. The unit covers scientific principles and processes, experimentation 
and critical evaluation of biological research. You will develop these skills through the key 
aspects of the scientific method.  The collection of experimental data will provide an opportunity 
to develop planning and organising skills. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Each unit will be followed by an end of unit assessment. Within the Investigative Biology unit, you will 
also have to design, carry out and write up an experiment of your choice. This will initially be on a small 
scale as a pilot study and then continued as part of your Advanced Higher project.  
 
The course assessment consists of the project completed in school as well as the final May exam 
paper. Both of these are externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the 
course. 

 

HOMEWORK 
Homework will include regular classwork review and completion of past paper style questions covering 
both knowledge and the application of skills. You will furthermore be expected to do some background 
reading around some topic areas.  In addition, the investigation report write-up will be completed within 
your own time. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
You should have attained a Higher Biology grade A – C and ideally have a pass at Higher Maths. 
It is strongly recommended that pupils have taken a Chemistry course in S4-5. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
The course is seen as a valuable introduction to any biological courses at college or university. It will 
provide the skills required within any STEM qualification / career. 
 

 



 

CHEMISTRY  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Advanced Higher Chemistry allows students the opportunity to develop their flair for practical work and 
independent research in preparation for a wider range of science courses at university.  
 

Investigating Chemistry ( 1 Unit) 
Pupils develop the skills and background understanding of a wide range of chemical 
techniques. The knowledge gained will help with the project and the knowledge of skills will be 
assessed in the final exam. 
 
Inorganic Chemistry (½ unit)  Develops knowledge of atomic structure, atomic orbitals and 
spectroscopy, molecular shapes and the chemistry of transitions metals including colour. 
 
Physical Chemistry (½ unit)  Study of reaction kinetics,  thermodynamics,  equilibria and pH of 
strong and weak acids and of buffer solutions, and the application of equilibria to indicators in 
acid/base titration.  
 
Organic Chemistry (1 unit) Investigates the synthesis and uses of a wide range of organic 
compounds, chromophores in coloured molecules, drug development, methods of analysis and 
identification. 

 
In addition, 30 marks (out of the possible 130 for the course) is based on a practical project of the 
students’ choice, externally marked. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit (or ½ unit) will be followed by an end of unit assessment. Within the Investigating Chemistry 
unit, you will complete your AH practical project and report.  

 
The course assessment consists of the project completed in school as well as the final May exam 

paper. Both of these are externally marked by the SQA and combined to award the final grade for the 

course. 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Regular revision of coursework 
Regular exercises to reinforce classwork 
Scholar Programme (Internet) 
Homework is set as a commitment to learning. This is a fundamental part of the chemistry course and 
it is a mandatory form of assessment. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
You should have attained a Higher Chemistry grade A – C and ideally have a pass at Higher Maths. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Further Education – HNC/HND/Degree courses e.g. Chemistry, Pharmacy, Medicine, Veterinary, 
Dentistry, Engineering, Medical Chemistry, Biochemistry etc. 
Employment – Chemical/Oil Industry, Distilling, Medicine/Nursing, Food Industry, Teaching etc. 
Valuable qualification – especially for further Chemistry Studies at University. 
Employment – Chemical/Oil Industry, Distilling, Medicine/Nursing, Food Industry, Teaching etc. 
Valuable qualification – especially for further Chemistry Studies at University. 

 



 

ENGLISH  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course aims to provide opportunities for learners to develop the ability to: 

 critically analyse and evaluate a wide range of complex and sophisticated literary texts from 
different genres 

 apply critical, investigative and analytical skills to a topic of personal interest 
 create a range of complex and sophisticated written texts  

 
Course Structure 
 
The Course is made up of two mandatory Units: 
 
Analysis & Evaluation 
This unit focuses on the study of complex and sophisticated literary texts selected from the genres of 
drama, poetry and prose (fiction & non-fiction).  It also provides an introduction to the evaluation and 
analysis of secondary critical sources as a means of deepening our understanding and appreciation 
of texts.  Students will also be required to pursue their own research interests into an aspect of 
literature and to produce a dissertation.  
 
Creation & Production 
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to extend and refine their writing 
skills through the production of different types of creative and expressive writing.  These skills will be 
developed through the study of models and through a wide range of independent and collaborative 
workshop activities. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
The Course assessment consists of two components: 
 
Folio 

 a dissertation of at least 2500 words                                                       30%         
 two pieces of writing for two different purposes                                       30%           60     

 
Exam 

 critical analysis of a previously studied literary text                                  25% 
 critical analysis of an unseen poem or extract from a poem                    15%           40 

 

HOMEWORK 
A substantial amount of reading and background research, as well as preparation for tutorial style 
classes, will be required throughout this course.  Additionally, students will need to display 
commitment and independence in developing both elements of the folio as well as in setting their 
own dissertation focus of study. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students would be expected to have attained a course award at N6 Higher, usually at grades A or 
B. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
Successful completion of this course may lead to:  
 

Education (HNC/HND/Degree) 
Employment in Arts, Social Sciences, Religion, Communications, Journalism and Media, 
Law, Teaching 

 
 



 

GEOGRAPHY  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of Geography is to further develop the learner’s understanding of our changing world 
and its human and physical processes. Opportunities for practical activities including fieldwork will be 
essential parts of this Course, so that learners can interact with their environment. At Advanced 
Higher, learners will experience depth and challenge in the level of higher order skills, knowledge and 
understanding required.  
 
The main aims of this Course are to enable learners to:  

 understand the ways in which people and the environment interact in response to physical and 
human processes  

 study spatial relationships to develop a balanced and critical understanding of the changing 
world  

 develop skills of independent research, fieldwork, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
presentation  

 acquire the techniques to collect, extract, analyse, interpret and explain geographical 
phenomena using appropriate terminology  

 develop expertise in the use of maps, diagrams, statistical techniques and written accounts  

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The main assessed piece will be a geographical study which will be chosen by the pupil and 
showcase their data collection, processing and presenting skills. This study should result in clear 
conclusions being drawn from their research and has a limit of 24 pages.  
 
There will be two individually chosen geographical issues examined by pupils, requiring the 
evaluation of geographic information and analysis of the issue.  
 
These projects make up the folio element of the course and are in conjunction with an end of year 
exam paper.  
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Pupils require a Higher B pass in Geography or another Social Subject such as History, Modern 
Studies, Business Management or Religious and Moral Education.  A Maths Higher is also 
recommended due to the statistical analysis parts of the course but not essential.  Other Higher 
passes will be taken into account. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
The pupils will be able to continue into Higher education courses in Geography, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Journalism, Law and Business Administration or other related areas.  The 
interpretational, evaluating and statistical skills that they will develop over the course of the year will 
benefit pupils in a number of higher education courses.  The pupils may also progress to 
employment or vocational training in a variety of different areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of this course is to acquire depth in the knowledge and understanding of one of the 
historical themes below and to develop skills of essay writing, analysing issues, developments and 
events, drawing conclusions and evaluating sources.  The pupils will be given a choice of study 
based around one of the units listed below. 
 
The Advanced Higher course will follow the following period: 
 
Germany; Versailles to the Outbreak of World War Two. This covers the period of German 
history post WW1, the birth and death of the Weimar Republic, the rise of the Nazi's and how the 
Nazi state evolved and led to World War 2.  Topics of Study include: 

 The German Revolutions 

 The Treaty of Versailles 

 The Hyperinflation Crisis 

 Stresemann and the Golden years 

 The Nazi Rise to Power 

 Nazi Consolidation 

 Nazi Volksgemeinschaft 

 The Nazi economic miracle  
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Internal assessment will take the form of a portfolio of best work which will allow pupils to choose 
what they would like to be assessed.  Pupils will develop their essay writing technique over the year 
and also produce a 4000 word dissertation for external assessment based on a question of their 
choice.   
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pupils require a Higher B pass in History or another Social Subject such as Geography, Modern 
Studies, Business Management or Religious and Moral Education. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
The pupils will be able to continue into Higher education courses in History, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Journalism, Law and Business Administration or other related areas.  The essay writing 
skills that they will develop over the course of the year will benefit pupils in a number of higher 
education courses.  The pupils may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of 
different areas. 

 



MATHEMATICS  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is designed to extend the student’s mathematical knowledge and skills from Higher level 
in the areas of Calculus, Algebra and Geometry. Students will apply these skills to solve both 
practical and abstract complex problems.  Formal proofs and Number Theory are introduced. 
The course enhances the student’s awareness of the range and power of mathematics and the   
importance of mathematical applications to society in general. 
 
The Advanced Higher Mathematics course comprises of three units: 

 Methods in Calculus and Algebra 
 Applications in Algebra and Calculus 
 Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Forres Academy will deliver the course through 3 units of work.  Each unit will be assessed and the 
evidence combined to show success in the three units. 
Success in the unit assessments as well as the external exam will result in an overall course award 
from the SQA. 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Homework is a vital part of this course and is an essential link between lessons.  Students are also 
expected to do a great deal of study on their own initiative. 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pupils will need to have achieved a pass at Higher Mathematics and demonstrated the ability to work 
hard and study on their own initiative. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Much of the content of this course is included in the first year university Maths courses, where it is 
covered more quickly than in Advanced Higher.  Anyone who has done the Advanced Higher will 
therefore be at a considerable advantage if they include maths in their first year at university. 
Previous students have reported that they found having studied this course  at school was a real 
advantage when they progressed to studying Science or Engineering courses at University. 

 



MODERN LANGUAGES 
French or German 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course reflects the values, purposes and principles of curriculum for excellence. It offers 
flexibility, provides more time for learning, more focus on skills and applying learning and scope for 
personalisation and choice. The course develops advanced skills of reading, listening, talking and 
writing. Learners will use creative and critical thinking skills, increase their ability to learn 
independently and develop their research and analytical skills.  Translation skills will be further 
developed and there is a focus on talking and sustaining conversations and discussions in the foreign 
language.  Pupils will have the opportunity to develop these talking skills with a native speaker.   The 
course also increases cultural awareness which develops a richer understanding of active 
citizenship. 
 
 

Course Details 
  
The course covers the 4 contexts of society, learning, employability and culture. 
Pupils will be able to choose topics within these contexts they would like to study further. 
Pupils will be required to read a short story in French / German and study and research an aspect of 
this to produce their portfolio piece in English. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 Course assessment (external) which has 4 components: 
1. Question paper – reading and translation (50 marks) 
2. Question paper – listening and discursive writing (70 marks) 
3. Performance – talking by means of a discussion (50 marks) 
4. Portfolio – analytical essay in English on topic of specialist study unit (30 marks) 
 

There will also be assessments on each skill throughout the course. 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Homework is a vital part of this course.  There will be an expectation that part of the course is self-
studied which also includes regular homework tasks.  Regular revision of vocabulary and new 
grammar points are necessary and writing and reading tasks will be issued weekly. 
 

 
 

PROGRESSION  
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to other qualifications in Modern Languages or 
related areas; further study, employment and/or training. 
 

e.g.     Arts, Social Science & Religion; Hospitality, Catering & Tourism; Law, Engineering, 
Teaching, Interpreting, Business, Marketing, Publishing, Finance, Broadcasting, Journalism, 
Civil Service 

 
 
Further advice and information on these options is available from your subject teacher, guidance 
teacher and careers adviser. 
 

 
 



MODERN STUDIES  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Advanced Higher Modern Studies is concerned with developing students' knowledge and 
understanding, evaluating and investigative skills in relation to Modern Studies topics.  Students will 
understand the importance of sound evidence, both qualitative and quantitative, gathered in a 
disciplined way as a basis of their work.  Students will also assess critically a variety of political and 
social science research methods and they will carry out independent research to develop their 
investigative skills with reference to one of the study themes in the syllabus.  
 
The Advanced Higher course has two mandatory units: 

i. Political and Social Issues 
ii. Modern Studies: Practical Research 

 
Within the Political and Social Issues unit, candidates will cover the following study theme: 
 

Law and Order and research methods 
 
Students will carry out their practical research based on a unit within one of the study themes above. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Students will develop their essay writing technique over the year and produce a 5000 word 
dissertation for external assessment based on a topic of their choice.  They will also be assessed on 
a continual basis and their best work chosen for assessment purposes.  
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
Students will be given regular homework based on essay writing and research skills throughout the 
year as well as working on their final dissertation.  The school's deadlines policy will be enforced. 
 
 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pupils require a Higher pass in Modern Studies, History or another Social Subject, however, other 
higher passes will be considered. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 
Students will be able to continue into Higher education courses in Politics, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Journalism, Law and Business Administration or other related areas.  The essay writing 
skills that they will develop over the course of the year will benefit pupils in a number of higher 
education courses.  Students may also progress to employment or vocational training in a variety of 
different areas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 
 
 
 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course consists of three units and a course assessment. 
The three units are:  
 

PERFORMING SKILLS 
To pass this unit, pupils must be able to demonstrate their ability to perform music to an acceptable 
standard on both of their two selected instruments or on one instrument and voice. They should be 
able to demonstrate complex musical, interpretative and technical skills and show clear understanding 
of the intentions of the composer. They must also be able to critically self-reflect and evaluate the 
quality and accuracy of their performance skills. Minimum standard of ABRSM grade 5. 
 

COMPOSING SKILLS 
To pass this unit, pupils must be able to create original music. They must demonstrate the ability to 
analyse the methods and concepts used by different composers. They must be able to experiment with 
concepts and refine and develop musical ideas. They must ensure the ideas make musical sense and 
be able to critically reflect on the created music and the creative process. A range of techniques will be 
explored during the course. 

 

UNDERSTANDING MUSIC 
To pass this unit, pupils must be able to identify and analyse the use of music concepts and style by 
recognising them in excerpts of music, analysing the impact of social and cultural influence on their 
development and analyse and use a variety of musical signs and symbols.  
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 

 The three units above must be passed in line with the assessment standards. These are done 
throughout the year.  

 Course assessment consists of a performance exam (60 marks, 30 per instrument) and an 
Understanding Music question paper. (40 marks) The Performance should be at minimum grade 5 
standard and should last 20 minutes with at least eight minutes and two contrasting pieces on each 
instrument. The question paper will test knowledge and understanding of the concepts and 
outcomes from the Understanding music Unit.    

 

 
HOMEWORK 
 

 Continual practise of performance skills 
 Ongoing development of compositional techniques. 
 Frequent revision of musical concepts and literacy. 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

At the discretion of the department.  N6 Music at A or B.  To be able to perform at grade 5 level 
minimum on 2 instruments. 
 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 

The Music Industry, Performance Studies at a Music College, the Media, the Recording Industry, 

Music Therapy, Community Arts, Music Technology, Teaching. 



PHYSICS  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 
 
 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

The Advanced Higher Physics course is designed to build on the physics concepts, skills and 
abilities developed at Higher Level. It involves a significant amount of mathematical work, and 
follows the same basic structure as the Higher.  There are 2 main units, a half unit, and a Research 
unit to complete. The unit titles are: 
 

Rotational motion and Astrophysics  (1 unit) 
Equations of motion in rotating systems, the energy and forces that make objects orbit. 
Gravitation (forces between particles) Angular momentum, Escape velocity. The properties of 
stars, their evolution, relativity and black holes are all studied. 
 
Quanta and waves   (1 unit) 
Quantum theory, wave –particle duality, models of the atom, the solar wind and cosmic rays. 
Simple harmonic motion, the properties of waves, travelling waves, interference between waves 
and polarisation. 
 
Electromagnetism  (1/2 unit) 
Covering electric fields, ferro magnetism, induction, capacitance, and electromagnetic radiation. 

Investigating Physics  (1/2 unit) 
This consists of an extended investigation involving planning, organisation, experimental 
design, and the collection and analysis of data culminating in the production and presentation 
of a report on a topical area in Physics. 

 
The course is designed to provide students with learning experiences leading to the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to assist students to make their own reasoned decisions on many 
issues within a modern society which is increasingly dependent on science and technology. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The theoretical elements of each unit are assessed at the end of the unit using an extension 
assessment.  The practical element of the course is assessed via the completion of a practical 
experiment and formal write-up.  In addition, the Investigation Unit will be assessed on the Student 
Day book, together with readings and analysis of the information obtained. There is also an externally 
marked assignment (project) and a final SQA exam. 

 
HOMEWORK 
Homework is given on a regular basis and takes a variety of forms:  Completion of note taking or 
examples, Self-study, Formal Assignments, Completion of experimental reports, Revision, 
Background Research and preparatory work for the investigation. As in previous courses summary 
notes and problem booklets will be provided, along with additional support materials and software. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

You should have attained A-C grades in Higher Physics and a pass at Higher Maths too. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES/CAREERS 
 

Physics has application in a wide range of careers such as Science and Engineering; Research; 

Medicine, including Physiotherapy; the Telecommunications, Energy and Manufacturing Industries 

and represents a good qualification to contribute to entry to a wide range of Higher education courses 

including the possibility of Second year entry into some universities. 


