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Superheroes - Reading Comprehension
Marvel Comics and Stan Lee Stan Lee created some of the most popular and well-loved superheroes of all times. When Stan started working for Timely Comics as an office assistant in the 1940s, he was only 17 years old. He worked his way up to the position of Interim Editor by the time he was in his twenties.
In an interview for Inc.com, Stan characterized Timely Comics as “a company who imitated.” Lee’s boss Martin Goodman (who was also the husband of Stan Lee’s cousin) often asked Stan to come up with something comparable to what other companies were doing. Timely’s biggest rival was D.C. Comics, creator of the Justice League of America. Martin wanted Timely to have their own famous set of superheroes, and he asked Stan Lee to create one. Stan was tired of imitating other comics on demand, and he wanted to quit. But his wife encouraged him to do at least one more comic his way, instead of Martin’s way. 
The worst case scenario, she said, was that he would get fired — not much to lose for someone who wanted to quit anyway. Taking her advice, Stan worked with illustrator Jack Kirby to co-create The Fantastic Four. Stan says he tried to make the characters different by giving them real emotions and problems. It was a hit, and Stan was given free reign to create characters that were no longer copycats. Around this time, Timely Comics became Marvel Comics. Stan felt that the company should rename itself because The Fantastic Four had been so successful that the company was no longer the same as what it had once been. Remembering that the first comic book Martin had published had been called Marvel Comics, he suggested that they rename the company Marvel. They did, and for Marvel Comics, Stan went on to create such memorable characters as Spider-Man, The Incredible Hulk, Thor, Doctor Strange, Daredevil and the X Men.

Questions
Which company hired Stan Lee in the 1940s? 
A. Marvel Comics 
B. DC Comics 
C. Timely Comics 
D. Kirby Comics 

Timely Comics had a reputation as: 
A. the creator of the Justice League of America 
B. a company who imitated 
C. the creator of The Fantastic Four 
D. the company that would become DC Comic

Timely’s biggest rival was
A. DC Comics 
B. Marvel Comics 
C. Stan Lee 
D. Jack Kirby 

Why did Stan Lee want to quit his job at Timely Comics? 
A. he was disappointed that The Fantastic Four was not successful 
B. he wanted to get married 
C. he didn’t like Martin Goodman 
D. he was tired of imitating other comics on demand 

Why did Timely Comics change its name? 
A. the company was no longer the same as it had once been 
B. they had their own famous set of superheroes 
C. Stan Lee quit 
D. Martin Goodman wanted a new name
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