
Using Assorted Practical Materials to learn subtraction number bonds 

Remember: Subtraction number bonds are made by starting with the ‘whole’ number 

and then taking away ‘part’ of it to leave the remaining ‘part’. 

 

Through your choice of material, continue to create subtraction number bonds (to 10 or 20) by making a ‘whole’ 

set of items (e.g. 15) then taking away ‘part’ of the set (e.g. 7) to leave the other ‘part’ of the set (e.g. 8).  The 

following clip will give you an example… 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_1gwP8m2JM 

 

Challenge 1: Extend your knowledge of subtraction number bonds to 20 (remember each number bond family 

has one more pair than the number itself, e.g. there are 16 pairs for number 15).   

Challenge 2: Try to find and show all the different ways to split each number into two parts, then arrange them 

in order, e.g. 7 – 7 = 0, 7 – 6 =1, 7 – 5 = 2, 7 – 4 = 3, 7 – 3 = 4, 7 – 2 = 5, 7 – 1 = 6, 7 – 0 = 7. 

Challenge 3: Use this knowledge to apply to multiples of 10, e.g. 70 – 70 = 0, 70 – 60 =10, 70 – 50 = 20, 70 – 40 

= 30, 70 – 30 = 40, 70 – 20 = 50, 70 – 10 = 60, 70 – 0 = 70. 

 

This is about personalisation and choice – doing it your way! So, choose something you love (e.g. cuddly toys, 

marbles, leaves) and sort them into number bond sets using hoops, bowls, pipe cleaners or the sheet provided 

(which you may want to laminate or place in a polypocket if you want to be able to use a whiteboard pen to write 

on and erase your answers).  You can work and choose items from inside or out. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_1gwP8m2JM
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathcoachscorner.com%2F2012%2F11%2Fconnecting-subtraction-to-addition%2F&psig=AOvVaw370gpPfFkVvORANqnDam_2&ust=1587681156139000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCD6reL_egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fljgurley%2Fnumber-bonds%2F&psig=AOvVaw178-JOXnEJ-KL4XVSplWoE&ust=1588524205356000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjI4vzPlekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAV
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F48413764728644680%2F&psig=AOvVaw178-JOXnEJ-KL4XVSplWoE&ust=1588524205356000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjI4vzPlekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAg
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