
BISHOPMILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER 2018 
 

 

Attendees: Owen Hannan; Shona Vincent; Irma Westwood; Madeline McCutcheon; Ailsa 

Stinson; Janice Rankin and Kevin Stuart. 

 

Apologies:  Anne-Marie Ballantyne and Catherine Hirst. 

 

 

1).  Office Bearers. 

 

OH (Chair) stood down at the previous PC meeting having served 2 years in the role.  SV 

(Secretary) also stood down for the same reason.  SV was proposed as the new Chair by OH 

and was seconded by AS.  No one has volunteered for the role of Secretary.  SV took the 

minutes for this meeting. 

 

If no Secretary is found, the Parent Council will not fulfil its legal requirement and as such will 

either become a recognised group of individuals or will cease to exist. 

 

 

2).  Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

A few amendments were made to the minutes.  The revised version was proposed by OH and 

seconded by AS.  A copy of the revised minutes will be sent to PC members and to the school 

to be posted on the website. 

 

 

3).  Minutes of AGM 

 

 No amendments were made to the minutes.  These were proposed by OH and seconded by JR.  

 

 

4).  SIP 

 

MM gave a quick update on the SIP and its 4 key areas. 

 

Tracking – the school is using the Moray Tracking Toolkit which reviews pupils’ progress.  All 

teaching staff have been trained to use this and it has been incorporated into their WTA. 

 

Social Studies Pathway – KS has driven the Social Studies Pathway but with input from all 

colleagues.  Teaching staff are following the pathway and are using tools such as Talking & 

Thinking Floor Books. 

 



Moderation – Essentially this is “What Makes a Good Lesson?”  This is being used across the 

school and is supplemented by meeting with colleagues across the ASG 4 times a year. 

 

PEF – The school continues to focus on HWB and has a weekly choir and twice weekly aerobics.  

There is an additional PSA in the playground who facilitates Restorative Approaches and 

supports the Friendship Stop. 

 

 

5).  Restorative Approaches 

 

MM took the group through a PowerPoint presentation that was given to the school on 

Restorative Approaches and in particular, the Playground Patrol.  MM explained the 

philosophy behind RA.  SV showed the group the prompt cards used by the Playground Patrol 

as well as the tracking sheets. 

 

OH asked if there was any impact.  MM stated that there was a reduction in Acorn records 

already. 

 

 

6).  Social Media/School Lunches 

 

MM stated that there had been a lot of negativity on the parent Facebook page about school 

dinners.  She agreed that there had been one occasion where the canteen had run out of food 

but explained that this was at the beginning of the new system. 

 

MM took the group through a PowerPoint presentation about the process of school lunches.  

AS said that it would be a good idea to communicate this to parents as all that they hear is 

what their children tell them which may not necessarily be the facts.  MM agreed to put the 

presentation on the website. 

 

 

7).  Parents Evening Survey 

 

Overall, the results of the survey were very positive.  The questions used were along the lines 

of what HMIE would use.  MM is following up on comments that were made, particularly with 

regards science and nurture. 

 

 

8).  Travel Plan 

 

IW gave an overview of the new Travel Plan.  Essentially it is the same as the previous one i.e. 

encouraging more walking to school and reducing the number of cars around the school.  IW 

explained various ideas/suggestions that had been explored. 

 



The Travel Tracker system does appear to be working as the number of “walks” each year is 

increasing.  IW has raised the qualification for badges from walking once a week to walking 

twice a week. 

 

It was acknowledged that for some parents there is no option but to drive.  AS suggested that 

given the lack of opportunity for a drop-off zone, the school tell parents where to park.  It was 

then discussed about using the Academy bus lane as a potential drop-off/pick-up zone as 

children going to and from the Academy do so at different times to Bishopmill children.  MM to 

investigate. 

 

JR raised the issue of Bishopmill staff using the disabled parking bays at the front of the school.  

MM agreed to remind staff not to use these bays.  MM is looking to get two bays designated as 

“visitor” parking bays. 

 

IW said that the Pupil Council were working on a Road Safety campaign. 

 

 

9).  GDPR 

 

MM gave the group an overview on the impact of the new data protection legislation.  There is 

a new privacy statement which was given to the group and will be given to all parents along 

with the next newsletter. 

 

 

10).  AOB 

 

None. 

 

 

Date of next meeting:  9th January 2019 


