USA Social and Economic Inequalities Revision Notes
Distribution Patterns

Hispanics – 64% are Mexican Americans – most of these live in Southern and Western States at ‘point of entry’  (44% of all Hispanics live in West and 34% live in South)
African Americans – 56% live in South – states such as Louisiana and Alabama were states where slaves worked.  Some have moved back there more recently due to lack of jobs in North East, this is called reverse migration.
API – mostly settled in West at ‘point of entry’ in cities like Los Angeles and San Francisco.  61% in West in total.

Native Americans – mostly (61%) settled in Western states on reservations in Arizona, California.

Social and Economic Inequality

	Social Inequality
	Evidence
	Reason why?
	Govt Policy?
	Link to:

	Health
	Without medical insurance:

Whites – 10%

Blacks – 19%

Hispanic – 32%


	Insurance often part of a job so those with higher unemployment or on low income jobs less likely to have it.

Illegal immigrants will also often not qualify for it.
	Affordable Care Act 2010 – will provide a cheaper Government insurance scheme – by law everybody has to sign up to it.
Republicans still oppose this law.
	Poor health can go on to impact on educational attainment.

	Housing
	73% of whites own their own homes.

47% of blacks

46% of Hispanics

53% of APIs

Ghettos – eg Engelwood in Chicago, Compton in Los Angeles
Barrios

‘Vanilla suburbs’ – Connecticut.


	Poverty and low income for Bs and Hs means they remain trapped in inncer city ghettos.  ‘White flight’ away from inner city has increased feeling of ‘segregation’.
	Made worse bv recession – some measures put in place to stop foreclosures by Obama, but not helped much.
	Crime

Health

Education

	Crime and Justice
	Prison inmates

White – 34%

Black – 38%

Hispanic – 20%
	Blacks and Hispanics more likely to live in poverty and ghetto areas – link to gang crime.
	‘Zero Tolerance’ and tough prison sentencing – has caused overcrowding and gang problems in prisons.
	‘cycle of poverty’ – can be difficult for families to escape once caught up in gangs.

	Education
	College Grad

Whites – 30%

Hispanic – 12%

Blacks – 17%

APIs – 49%
	Cost of university.

Academic success not widely valued as much in ghetto culture.

Hispanics often speak English as a second language.

APIs do particularly well – due to culture of education.
	No Child Left Behind – Bush – target setting – limited success for minorities.

College and Affordability Act 2008 – double grants to students on low income – limited success.
	Low income employment in future.


	Economic Inequality
	Evidence
	Reason why?
	Govt Policy?
	Link to:

	Poverty
	Poverty levels 

Black 24.5%

White 8%

Hispanic 21%

API 10%
	Unemployment and low income jobs.

More Hispanics in jobs like construction and farming.  Poor education rates mean Hispanics and blacks are in lower paid jobs.
	Temporary Assistance for needy Families (TANF) – provides money to states to provide financial assistance and temporary benefits.
	Cycle of poverty.

	Unemployment
	9% of whites unemployed.

15% blacks

12% Hispanics

8% APIs
	Poor education

Discrimination


	Some economic progress has been made and there are ‘success stories’  - however many remain trapped in cycle of poverty.
	Poor housing – crime - - poor education.


