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Section 1:  Crime

Types of  Crime
 In Scotland in 2010/11 75% of crime involved property crime, while 25% related to violent crime.
Property Crime:
This is all crime that relates to property that is either stole or damaged.  It does not include harm to individual people.
Personal Theft (non-violent theft): this is when somebody steals an item from somebody else, for example they might steal from their handbag in a busy coffee shop: 14% of crime
Motor Vehicle theft: people will steal cars either to joyride or to sell on to other and make money: 7% of crime

Vandalism: this might be when people damage property through graffiti or by breaking windows. 32% of crime.

Violent Crime:
Assault: this could be when somebody attacks somebody else and injures them.
Murder: you can be convicted of murder if you kill somebody else while taking part in a criminal act.  For example if you somebody sets a  house on fire (‘wilful fire raising’) while somebody is inside and they die.
Public Disorder:
When people are involved in fighting and violent protests, for example the London Riots of 2011.
Youth Crime:
Young people will be involved in specific types of crime due to peer pressure, boredom, labelling and involvement in gangs.  Particularly those who live in inner city areas are more likely to be involved in some types of crime.
Vandalism eg graffiti
Anti-social Behaviour eg underage drinking late at night.
Shoplifting eg to steal things they might not otherwise be able to buy like alcohol or cigarettes.
Gang crime: particularly in parts of Glasgow and London.

Causes of Crime

The causes of crime are complex. Most people today accept that poverty, parental neglect, low self-esteem, alcohol and drug abuse are all connected in explaining why people commit crimes. Some people are simply at greater risk of becoming offenders because of the circumstances into which they are born.
Poverty: can cause theft and shoplifting.
Social Exclusion: could cause people to become involved in gangs or to become involved in public disorder (eg riots).
Peer Pressure: might cause young people to commit crime such as shoplifting or vandalism to prove themselves to other people.  People may also want to steal the latest phone or mp3 player to fit in with other friends.
Labelling: some argue that if you ‘label’ somebody as a criminal they are more likely to go on to commit crime.  This is particularly relevant in explaining reoffending rates (recidivism) as some people may find it difficult to ‘go straight’ with a criminal record so continue to resort to crime.



Section 2: The Police
Background:

From 1 April 2013, a new, single national police force, based at the Scottish Police College in Tulliallan, Fife came into being. The Scottish Government believes that one force is sufficient for a country the size of Scotland. It believes that a single police force is more efficient in financial terms. It believes the single force will also be able to manage intelligence better and tackle crime more effectively. Critics believe that the new national service will be too big and be unresponsive to local community needs.

Traditionally, police forces in Scotland have been divided into three branches – uniformed, criminal investigation (CID) and traffic.

In addition, most forces have specialised departments such as under-water units and police dogs. Most also have a community relations branch which works with the public on crime prevention. This branch will often build relations with young people and liaise with schools and community groups.

Types of Policing:
Police patrols: otherwise known as ‘bobbies on the beat’ when uniformed officers patrol areas to deter criminals and also provide greater protection for the public as they are very visible and are able to respond quickly to any crime.  

Advantage: highly visible police and promotes better community relations.

Disadvantage: cannot deal with crime that is not seen from the streets – eg domestic violence.

Community police: Community Police Officers spend more time speaking to local people and getting to know the local area.  They may also visit schools to speak to  young people about crime. Eg Moray Street Football
Advantage: can reduce crime in the community and youth crime.

Disadvantage: have reduced powers or arrest, and also cannot deal with violent crime as it happens.

‘Zero Tolerance’: When police target an area of high crime with increased number of police officers and patrols and arrest people for petty crimes – eg not allowing people to congregate, and arresting people for small crimes such as littering and antisocial behaviour.
Advantage: can rapidly reduce crime in a specific area.

Disadvantage: can be short-term, when police numbers are reduced the crime might return, it will also harm community relations.

The role of the police

The police have a varied role and will carry it out using different methods and techniques.
Crime prevention
CCTV: use  in shopping centres to prevent shoplifting and muggings and also to help police identify the person who committed the crime.

Speed cameras: to use on roads where people might drive above the speed limit, speed cameras will prevent people from doing this.

Patrols: visibility of police will deter crime.

Maintaining law and order:

Riot police: deal with riots and protests that turn violent.

Mounted patrols: can be used at football matches and protests to help prevent any violence.

Investigating crime:

CID (Criminal Investigation Department) will investigate crimes such as murder by speaking to witnesses and collecting evidence.

Forensic units: will investigate crime scenes to collect evidence such as fingerprints that may help the police charge the offender.


Section 3: The Court System
Criminal Justice is a power devolved to the Scottish Parliament. However, Scotland has long had a unique court and criminal justice system which is very different to that within the rest of the UK.
There are two types of criminal justice procedure in Scotland; Solemn procedure and Summary procedure.

Solemn procedure involves the most serious of criminal cases and may ultimately lead to a trial either before a judge in the High Court or before a sheriff in one of the sheriff courts. Trials under solemn procedure are conducted with a jury.

Summary procedure is used for less serious offences (with the charges set out in a complaint) and may ultimately lead to a trial before a sheriff or, in justice of the peace courts. Trials under summary procedure are conducted without a jury.

A jury in a Scottish criminal case is made up of 15 people, with a simple majority (8 or more out of 15) sufficient to establish guilt.

Scottish courts can deliver one of three possible verdicts: guilty, not guilty, and not proven. The not proven verdict is unique to Scotland and has been controversial in the past. Essentially the not proven verdict means that the jury believes the accused may have committed the crime but does not have sufficient evidence to award a guilty verdict. On the other hand, it is not sufficiently convinced that the accused is not guilty. Note that there is not a verdict of innocence. An accused is innocent until proven guilty.

Criminal Courts
Criminal cases are dealt with under one of two procedures depending on the seriousness of the offence, these are:-

· minor offences, such as being drunk and disorderly, are heard before a JP or sheriff, or a fixed penalty may be imposed at the time of the incident

· serious offences, such as rape and murder, are heard before a sheriff/judge and jury.

A sheriff court can be designated as a drugs court for the immediate area. It can deal with offenders who have a drug abuse problem.

Justice of the Peace (JP) court

Cases dealing with minor offences are heard before a Justice of the Peace in the Justice of the Peace (JP) court. JPs are not usually qualified solicitors. The maximum sentence a JP can impose is a fine of £2,500 or sending someone to prison for up to 60 days or both.

Examples of cases the Justice of the Peace court can deal with are:-

· some traffic offences, for example driving through a red traffic light

· being drunk and disorderly

· assaulting a police officer.

Sheriff court

The sheriff court can deal with some criminal cases. Cases can be heard before a sheriff or a sheriff and a jury. The maximum sentence for cases heard before a sheriff is a fine of £10,000 or 12 months in prison. The maximum sentence for cases heard before a sheriff and jury is 5 years (3 years for cases that were first called before 1 May 2004) in prison or an unlimited fine.

Examples of criminal cases the sheriff court can deal with are:-

· theft

· assault

· possession of drugs

· soliciting

· appeals from the Children's Hearing.

The High Court of Justiciary

Serious cases, such as murder, are dealt with by the High Court, heard by a judge and jury.

Examples of cases which the High Court can deal with are:-

· murder

· rape

· incest

· treason

· large scale fraud.

If you are not satisfied with the decision of the sheriff court in criminal cases you may be able to appeal to the High Court. This is the final court of appeal for all criminal cases.

UK Supreme Court

As Scotland remains part of the UK, the UK's Supreme Court is the highest court in the UK. The Supreme Court can become involved in Scottish criminal cases when the issue is related to the European Convention of Human Rights.  The Scottish Government is currently looking at ways to stop the UK Supreme Court involving itself with the Scottish criminal justice system.


Sentencing
Judges can sentence offenders to time in prison, fines or non custodial sentences. 
Prison

Advantages:

· seen as a punishment and a tougher option for offenders.

· Protects society from violent offenders.

Disadvantages:

· Prison not effectively reducing reoffending rates for minor crimes, leading to rising prisoner numbers and overcrowding.

· Human rights abuses within prisons – eg prisoners are not allowed to vote.

· Prisons can become a ‘school of crime’ where minor offenders come into contact with more serious offenders.

Non-Custodial Sentencing

Since 2007 the Scottish Government has pursued a policy of increasing non-custodial sentences to cut reoffending.
From February 2011 the ‘Community Payback order’ can be used to deal with offenders.

When sentencing the offender to a community payback order the court could require them to:

· Carry out hours of unpaid manual work in the community

· Be subject to periods of supervision

· specific conduct requirements Comply with

· Pay compensation to the victim(s)

· Participate in alcohol, drug or mental health treatment interventions.

At the same time tougher sanctions have been introduced to deal with those who do not comply with their order.

This means offenders are being punished by being sent out to improve streets and neighbourhoods to repay communities for the damage caused by their crimes; and at the same time, addressing the underlying issues that can influence their repeat offending behaviour, such as drugs or alcohol addiction

 I can describe and give examples of different types of crime.





 I can explain why people commit crime.





 I can describe different types of policing.





 I can explain advantages and disadvantages of different types of policing.





 I can compare different policing strategies.





 I can describe the adult court system.





 I can describe the sentences each court can give.





 I can describe different types of non-custodial sentences.





 I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of prisons.





Practice questions:





Describe, in detail the types of crime committed by young people. 





Describe, in detail property crimes. 








Note: When answering this question you should link the cause of crime to which type of crime it causes, as well as explaining why it causes this crime. 





Revision task:  Go through your notes in your jotter to the case studies of crime that we looked at to see if you can add examples of types of crime that each of the above would cause.








Practice questions:
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Explain, in detail, why some people commit crimes.  (8marks)





Explain, in detail, why poverty and social exclusion can lead to crime. (8 marks)














Revision task:  Go through your notes in your jotter to find the structure of Police Scotland.  Find the unit that would be responsible for each of the above and add this to your answer for a more specific example.








Practice questions:





Describe, in detail, the work of the police in Scotland.   (6 marks)





Explain, in detail, why in some areas community policing is the best way to tackle crime, while in others the use of CCTV cameras is better.   (6 marks)





Give one advantage to community policing and one disadvantage. 








Practice question: 





Describe, in detail the adult court system in Scotland.





Practice questions:





Explain, in detail, why the use of the prison system has been criticised in recent years.   








