Arguments for and against Scottish independence:
For Independence
	Argument and explanation
	Evidence

	The Nation State

Scotland is a distinct nation separate from England so should have it’s own political state.


	Scotland’s history, culture and traditions are different to that of the UK.  Further only 5% of people in Scotland say that they are more British than Scottish.

	Successful Devolution
The success of the Scottish Parliament has shown that Scotland is able to run it’s own politics, many people now support increasing it’s power.


	In 2011 the SNP won a major victory in the Scottish Parliament elections, registering 45% of support amongst the voters and were able to form a majority government.  This shows that many Scottish people support independence.

	The UK Parliament dictates policy to Scotland.

Scotland is a small part of the UK and therefore often laws and policy made in the UK Parliament do not reflect the will of the Scottish people.


	There are 59 Members of Parliament from Scotland, compared to 533 MPs from England.  You only need half of all MPs to vote for a law for it to be passed.  

This means that all MPs from Scotland could vote against a law and it could still become a law.

	Scotland has the resources and ability to be a successful nation state.

Scotland has a profitable oil industry that has also developed scientific and technical expertise within the country.
	Scottish oil will continue to provide wealth and fund the Scottish Welfare State.


Against Independence
	Argument and development
	Evidence

	Only a minority want independence.

Opinion polls show that it less than half of the Scottish population want independence.

	About 33% of people consistently say that they think Scotland should be an independent country.

	Currency
If Scotland was independent it would need to either develop a new currency, join the Euro or negotiate a currency union with the United Kingdom to keep the pound.  
	Scotland is too small to develop it’s own currency, as banks would charge the country too much to borrow money.  This would stop businesses from working in Scotland. If it was allowed to keep the pound by the new UK, Scotland’s tax policy would be even more controlled by the UK than it currently is.

 

	Limitations of oil.
Many experts say that the oil reserves in the North Sea are nearly used up and that new industries such as wind power and tidal power will not make enough money to replace the money lost from oil.
	Experts predict that there is only about 30-40 years of oil production left in Scotland. 

	Scotland benefits financially from being in the UK.
People in Scotland have more money allocated to them from the UK than those in England.  
	In 2011 the UK spent £10,200 on every Scottish person providing services, and only £8,500 on very person in England.


