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The Conclusions Question

Answer the below questions as part of your extra study and exam practice.

Use the checklist to tick off as you complete each one.

You should where possible do these in timed conditions (approx 12 minutes).

	Question
	Study Theme
	Complete
	Time Taken
	Marks
	Feedback

	1. Home Ownership in the USA
	World Powers
	
	
	
	

	2. Committees
	Democracy in Scotland
	
	
	
	

	3. Hurricane Katrina
	World Powers
	
	
	
	

	4. Life in the USA
	World Powers
	
	
	
	


Drawing Conclusions

Need to Know

In this type of question you are required to come to a judgement based upon the evidence. 

Remember that you are not writing an ‘essay’ conclusion here.  

You are required to write a judgement in your own words.  If you only paraphrase the evidence under the heading you will only receive half marks.
Conclusions can be varied and may refer to considered and evidence based

judgements such as: -

o The extent to which something has changed or remained the same

o Biggest, smallest etc

o Trends over time

o Comparisons between different groups

o How successful …

o How effective …

Since a large amount of information is given in the sources and since many and varied conclusions can be drawn, it is essential that you use the bullet pointed prompts in the questions to organise their answers. 

How to approach this question 

1. allocate a highlighter colour to each prompt.

2. read through the sources and highlight evidence that relates to each prompt in the correct colour.

3. Decide which evidence to use – you MUST use 2 pieces of evidence for each conclusion, where there is a third relevant piece of evidence that adds something new you should also use this.

Writing structure:


Heading: The Parliament or council being elected.


[Source 1/2/3 evidence]



This is supported by [source 1/2/3 evidence]



I can therefore conclude that…[judgement in your own words].

How to write up your answer:

Question:

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about turnout in elections in Britain?

You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:

• changes over time

• age of voters

• the parliament or council being elected

• area of the UK.

 You must use information from all the Sources. You should compare information within and between the Sources.

The parliament or council being elected
Source 2 shows me that turnout for the UK Parliament General Election was 61.5% in 2005, for the Scottish Parliament in 2003 it was 49.4% and for the European Parliament it was only 38.4%. The turnout in local council elections in England, Scotland and Wales was between 40.1% and 49.2%. Source 3 says that how powerful and important the parliament or council is will affect turnout. 

I can therefore conclude that turnout is different for different parliaments and councils and the UK Parliament has the highest turnout while the European Parliament has the lowest turnout because voters think the UK Parliament is the most important and powerful while the European Parliament is less important.                                         (2 marks)
Alternatively, a candidate may reach a judgement at the beginning of the section and then go on to use the evidence, drawn from two sources, to provide support for the conclusion reached: -

Age of Voters

I conclude that older age groups are more likely to vote than younger age groups. The evidence for this conclusion is shown in Source 1 where only 37% of the 18-24 age group voted in the 2005 General Election while 65% of the age group 45-54 voted and the highest figure of 75% turnout was for the 65+ age group. In Source 3 it also says that ‘younger voters seem to be less interested in voting than those in older age groups’.       (2 marks)

Question 1: World Powers:    Home Ownership in the USA
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Question 2:Democracy in Scotland – Committee Membership
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Case Study

Public Petitions Committee
The public peitions system provides members of the public with direet access to
the policy development and scrutiny process.

The Public Petitions Committee has nine members: three Labour, three SNP, and
one cach from the Conservatives, Liberal Democrats and the Green Party.

The existence of the Public Petitions Committee means the public can raise issues
of concern dircetly with their Parliament.

During 2008-09, 112 new petitions were lodged; the committee heard oral
evidence on 35 new petitions and considered over 200 current petitions.

The committce launched a year-long inquiry investigating ways to increase public
awareness of, and participation in, the petitions process.

It took forward an inquiry into the availability of cancer treatment drugs on the
NHS.

It hosted a debate in the chamber of the Parliament where community groups,
vietims, police, medical staff and many others met to discuss knife crime.

The Public Petitions Committce played an important part in the successful law
banning smoking in public places.

The e-petitions system, which allows petitions to be raised online, continued to be
influential, with around two-thirds of petitions being lodged in this way.

Members of the public have lodged over 1244 petitions in the past 10 years.

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, what concl

ions can be drawn about

committces in the Scottish Parliament?

You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:

the work done by committees
the membership of commitees
public involvement in committees
the success of commitees.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources. You should compare
information within and between Sources.

(8 marks)




Question 3:  World Powers:     Hurricane Katrina
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SOURCE 1

Hurricane Katrina Strikes the USA

On August 23 2005, Hurricane Katrina formed as a tropical storm off the coast of the
USA. Over the next seven days, the tropical storm grew into a catastrophic hurricane
that hit first in Florida and then moved along the Gulf Coast to Mississippi, Louisiana
and Alabama, leaving a trail of devastation and human suffering. Katrina caused
massive physical destruction along its path, flooded the historic city of New Orleans,
killed hundreds of people and became the most destructive natural disaster in American
history.

The massive destruction caused by the hurricane forced hundreds of thousands of
people to be displaced from their homes and move to other areas and states, living in
temporary accommodation. Thousands of families were forced to live for years in
trailer parks, far from their native city of New Orleans.

Hurricane Katrina led to a huge response that included the Government, the private
sector, churches and charitable organisations, foreign countries and individual citizens.
People and resources rushed to the affected region to support the emergency response
and meet victims’ needs. Their actions saved lives and provided crucial assistance to
Hurricane Katrina survivors. Despite these efforts, the response to Hurricane Katrina
by the Government was too slow and fell far short of the coordinated effort that had
been promised by President Bush.
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Impact of Hurricane Katrina in Figures

New Orleans Population Estimates

2 million

1-5 million

1 million

0-5 million

before 2008
Katrina

Population Displaced

144,000
displaced
people had 100,000
incomes below of t.hem are
the poverty Afl’lca.n
line American

44% of storm victims were African Americans

73% of the displaced population of New Orleans are
African Americans

183,000 children were displaced

88,000 elderly people were displaced

Deaths Caused by Hurricane Katrina

Louisiana 1464
Mississippi 238
Florida| 14
Alabama 2
Georgia 2 Deaths in Louisiana

About 80% were older
than 50

Area needing Aid

57,535 square miles in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama were declared
eligible for Government disaster assistance.
6 million people lived in that area.

1-7 million people applied for some form
of Government aid.

675,000 people lived in areas that were
flooded.
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New Orleans—3 Years after Hurricane Katrina

In spite of massive aid
efforts and reconstruction
in the affected areas,
New Orleans in Louisiana
is still a long way from
being back to its position
before  being  hit by
Hurricane Katrina.

Three vyears after the
hurricane, while the
population of New Orleans
is increasing with some
displaced people being able
to move back, the
population has only just
reached  70%  of  its
pre-hurricane level. While
private school enrolment
has reached over 80% of its

pre-Katrina level, public
school enrolment is only
73% and in the worst
affected areas is not even a
quarter of the level of
2005.

By 2008, almost 100,000
people in New Orleans had
received home repair grants
from the Government;
however, nearly half of all
those who have applied for
grants were still waiting to
receive their grants 3 years

after the hurricane
damaged or destroyed their
homes. Over 40,000

families are still living in
trailer parks in Louisiana.

In 2005, Hurricane
Katrina devastated a huge
area across the Gulf Coast
of the USA. Millions were
affected and years later are
still suffering. While the
impact was felt by all who
lived in the area it was the
most vulnerable groups,
the elderly, children and
African Americans, who
were most likely to die, lose
their  homes and be
displaced. They continue
to suffer the most, vears
after Hurricane Katrina hit
the richest country in the
world.
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impact of Hurricane Katrina?

You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:

* deaths caused by Hurricane Katrina
*  people forced to move home as a result of Hurricane Katrina
« response of the Government to Hurricane Katrina

«  groups worst affected by Hurricane Katrina.

You must use information from all the Sources. You should compare information within

and between the Sources.

(8 marks)




Question 4: World Powers:   Life in the USA
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Life in the USA

The United States of America is a vast country of over 300 million people. It is made up
of many different races and ethnic groups. Across the USA, about two thirds of the
population are White making them still the largest racial group but, in 2007, the nation’s
minority population rose above 100 million. About one in three US residents belongs to
a minority group. Hispanics are the largest minority group, with 14-8% of the total
population. Blacks are the second largest minority group at 13-4%. Although the USA is
a very racially mixed population, each region has its own unique mixture.

There are 50 states in the USA and the one you live in can have a major effect upon your
life. The average family income in the USA is $55,832 but 13:3% of all Americans live
in poverty. There are big differences in levels of income and poverty within states; there
are also big differences between states in different parts of the country. States with a
large Black population tend to have a lower standard of living.

Income differences and levels of poverty are important because they will have an effect
upon education and health. Your chance of enjoying good health and a long life depends
on how rich you are and where you live. Your chance of graduating from high school
and completing university will depend upon how well off you are.

Americans are proud to say that their citizens enjoy a good life and high standard of
living, but people in some parts of the USA seem to enjoy a better life than people in
other areas.
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Social and Economic Information on selected States in the USA

Region Northeast West South

State New York | Massachusetts | California| Nevada | Georgia |Mississippi
Average Family

Income in US $59,686 $71,655 $61,476 $57,079 | $53,744 $40,917
Dollars

Percentage of

People living in 13-8% 10-3% 13:3% 11-1% 14-4% 21-3%
Poverty

Percentage of High|

School Graduates 84-3% 88:0% 80-1% 82-8% 82:4% 78:5%
Percentage of

University 31-3% 36:9% 29:5% 20-6% 27-1% 18-7%
Graduates

Life Expectancy 777 784 782 758 753 736
(in years)
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Racial and Ethnic Composition of selected States in the USA

Massachusetts

(/)\ Nelw York

Northern States

Nevada Racial/Ethnic | New York | Massachusetts
Group
White 67-1% 83-4%
California Black 15:3% 5:9%
™~ Hispanic 162% 7:9%
Western States Mi 7T N/
. - - . ississippi ) Georgia
Racial/Ethnic | California| Nevada /
Group Southern States
White 60-9% 76-1% Racial/Ethnic | Georgia | Mississippi
Black 6-1% 7-2% Group
Hispanic 35:5% 23-5% White 62:5% 60-8%
Black 29-2% 36:5%

Hispanic 71% 1-7%
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You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
. race and ethnic composition in different parts of the USA

. the link between income and health

. the link between education and poverty

. the best state in the USA to live in.

You must use information from all the Sources. You should compare information within
and between the Sources.

(8 marks)




