

Preparing for Air Raids

People in Britain feared an air raid more than anything else.  They had already experienced air raids during the First World War and were well aware that the bombs and destruction would be worse in this war.  Not only was the loss of human life a real possibility during an air raid, but also the loss of homes, property and livelihood.  This was truly a terrifying prospect.

So what did they do to lessen the risks?  

· The Air Raid Precautions (ARP) organisation had been set up in 1924, and led the way in preparing Britain for the real threat of air raids.

· Sandbagging – shops, public buildings and monuments had huge piles of sandbags placed around them.

· Bigger shops, such as Selfridges and C & A’s built air raid shelters in their basements.

· Air Raid shelters were built in cities.

· Anderson shelters were distributed to millions of homes.  These were easily set up in back gardens and people could use them during air raids.
· Blackouts were implemented before the war even started.  This was so that German bomber planes would find it difficult to find the towns and cities to bomb.  Street lights were turned off and no light was allowed to escape from any windows.  Special black out blinds had to be put up.

· Children were evacuated to the countryside so they would be safe from the bombs.
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Preparing for a Gas Attack

People were terrified of gas attacks.  Gas had been used with deadly effect during the First World War on soldiers and people in Britain feared it would be used on civilians in this war.  Gas cannot be seen and people were afraid the Germans would drop it from planes.
· Everyone was given a gas mask.  In total approximately 38 million were given out.

· They were unpleasant, smelt of rubber and the eye sections steamed up when worn.

· There were special gas masks for babies.  These were air tight and the baby was placed inside.  Air had to be pumped into these!

· Gas masks had to be carried all the time.  They were put in a cardboard box and had a long string strap.

· The top of post boxes were painted with a special paint that changed colour if there was a gas attack.

· Gas people would be on the streets to warn people if there was a gas attack.
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Preparing for German Invasion

People in Britain were convinced that the Germans were going to invade and imagined them parachuting into the country.  As a result, the government began to make plans at the beginning of the war for protecting the country.

· In the first few months of the war, plans were made for men over the age of 40 to be allowed to join a Home Guard.

· In 1940, this was more formally organised into the Local Defence Volunteers (LDV) organisation when the threat of invasion became greater.

Running out of Food and Petrol

Britain relied heavily on imports for its food supplies.  There was a significant chance that this supply would be interrupted by war and cause food shortages.  The same applied to Britain’s petrol supplies.
· The Ministry of Food was set up at the start of the war to plan rationing when it was needed.

· Ration books were printed ready.

· People in the countryside were encouraged to grow more food.

· Petrol was rationed 3 weeks into the war.

· People were encouraged to use public transport and bicycles.  Only rail transport was not subject to rationing during the war.  However, the chances of getting a seat or even a space to stand were slim!



· You need to present the above information in poster form.  
· You poster must include the threats that Britain feared in the summer of 1939.
· Your poster must also include some of the things that the people of Britain did to prepare for these threats.
· Each section should contain at least three key facts.

· Your poster should have pictures that help explain what was going on.  Various photos have been included in your pack that you can use.  You might decide to draw your pictures.

· Your poster should be colourful and informative.

· It should be folded and stapled into your jotter so it doesn’t get lost!

Example layout:
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