HOMEWORK NO 4 – CAUSES OF WW1 – GENERAL LEVEL
1. Source a describes British reaction to the growth of the German navy.

Source A 


1.  Why did Britain make agreements with France and Russia between 1904 and 1911?                                                                                3.

Source B gives information about Gavrilo Princip, the assassin of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

Source B


2.  Why did Princip and his friends want to kill the Archduke during his visit to the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo?                                                3

ENQUIRY SKILLS

Source C is from ‘The Causes of the Great War’, by F D Skinner, published in 1977.

Source C


3.  How fully does Source C explain the growing naval rivalry between Britain and Germany before 1914?  You should use your own knowledge and give reasons for your answer.                                                      4.

Source D was written by the Austrian Chancellor, Count Berchtold, in 1909.

Source D


4.  How useful is source A as evidence of Austrian policy in the Balkans? 3
From the 1890s the British government was increasingly worried about the growth of the German navy.  Much of Britain’s wealth came from overseas trade and most of the food consumed in Britain had to be imported by sea.  The Germans might soon be able to cut these vital trading links.  Britain began to make friends with France and later with Russia.  Secret plans were made for the armies of the three countries to cooperate if war broke out.





Gavrilo Princip was a 19 year old Bosnian student who, with a group of friends, had decided to strike a blow for Slav nationalism.  When the heir to the Austrian throne visited Sarajevo they planned to kill him.  They belonged to the highly secret ‘Black Hand’ – a terrorist organization dedicated to the removal of Austria from the Balkans.





In 1897 the German Naval Secretary announced a programme of naval expansion.  This included the building of 7 battleships, 2 heavy cruisers, 7 light cruisers and a number of smaller ships.  This increase in German sea power threatened the Royal Navy’s ‘two power standard’ and caused great concern in Britain.  This was a new and very serious threat to British supremacy at sea.





When we attack Serbia we must try to ensure that it will not be seen in Russia as an act of aggression.  I believe we can arrange this by attacking Serbia only when their actions become openly hostile.








