HOMEWORK – UNIT 2 COAL AND RAILWAYS
KU
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1.  Describe the dangers faced by those who worked in mines in the nineteenth century.                                                                                                             4


2.  Why did coal production improve in the second half of the nineteenth century?   4

ES

The issue for investigating is:

FARMERS AND FACTORY OWNERS GAINED MOST FROM THE GROWTH OF THE RAILWAY NETWORK IN THE 19TH CENTURY.

Source A is from the Scottish Railway Gazette in 1845.


Source B is from the The Northern Journal of Commerce, published June  1857
SOURCE B


Source C describes ways people were affected by the growth of railways.  Written in ‘Chambers Journal’ in 1844.

1. How valuable is Source A as evidence of the benefits of the growth of railways?  4

2. What evidence is there in the sources that farmers and factory owners gained from the growth of railways?

What evidence is there in the sources that there were other benefits from the growth of railways?                                                                                     6

3.  Do you agree that farmers and factory owners gained most from the growth of the railways?  You should use evidence from the sources and from your own knowledge to reach a balanced conclusion.                                        5

Despite improvements accidents and deaths in mines remained a serious problem.





After 1850 new technology was introduced to increase coal production.





Remote areas of the country will be opened up.  Railways will mean cheap and fast transport for fertilisers and farm products and this will increase the value of land.  A man can easily live with his family at a distance of 10- 12 miles from his business; formerly he could travel only two or three miles.  Fresh fish could not be carried more than a few miles from the coast; where the railway goes it will now be available.





Proximity (closeness) to a railway is an essential requirement for new factories.  Steam powered machinery can now be installed in factories even at distance from coalfields, since coal can now be carried quickly and cheaply.  Manufactured goods may also be expected to benefit from reduced transport costs and increased convenience.





The railways have given the lower classes great opportunities for leisure.  Short trips give the working classes the chance to see places they would never have seen in the days of coaches and wagons.  Factory workers can escape the dirt and bad air of the city and visit the countryside or the coast for short holidays.  A railway train takes all classes of people from the wealthiest to the poorest in the land. Rich and poor come into contact with, and talk to each other.  Nothing is more educational than seeing new places and meeting new people. 


















































