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Higher Modern Studies
The Higher Course in Modern Studies develops understanding of the political and social processes operating in the contemporary world.  Candidates should extend their knowledge and understanding of contemporary issues and develop skills of evaluating complex information.
Skills developed within the Modern Studies course include:

· Handling and analysing complex data

· Adopting a structured approach to the study of contemporary issues and problems.

· Constructing and sustaining lines of argument which mirror the complexity of the issues they address.

· Evaluating evidence, detecting a lack of objectivity and drawing and presenting conclusions in a balanced and structured way.

· Participating in debate and discussion

Higher Modern Studies is made up of 3 units within which candidates will study and be assessed on 4 study themes.

You will study the following:

Political Issues in the UK


Study Theme 1D: Electoral Systems, Voting and Political Attitudes

Social Issues in the UK


Study Theme 2: Wealth and Health Inequalities in the UK

International Issues


Study Theme 3C: The United States of America


Study Theme 3F:  Global Security

Assessment
You will be assessed both through internal unit assessments (NABs) and an external SQA exam at the end of the year.

Internal assessments will be undertaken in class time.  You will be asked to complete three NABs throughout the course which you must pass in order to sit the final exam.
The SQA exam consists of the following:


Paper 1: 

1 hour 30 minutes

60 marks

In this paper you must complete 4 essays worth 15 marks each.  You must write an essay for each Study Theme.

Essays should include the following:

· Accurate description & relevant examples

· Balanced analysis containing relevant examples

· Soundly argued and appropriate conclusions.


Paper 2:

1 hour 15 minutes

30 marks
In this paper you must analyse source evidence to answer evaluating questions and use this evidence and your own background knowledge to complete a decision-making exercise.  

The DME involves:

· Accurately evaluating  complex sources

· Writing a balanced analysis containing appropriate conclusions

· The use of relevant and accurate background knowledge





Homework

Regular homework will be given during the Higher course.

This will take the form of:
· essay planning

· essay writing

· note taking and research from different media

· evaluating sources

· report writing

· individual / group presentations

You will also be expected to keep up-to-date with current affairs as they affect the course Study Themes you study.  Throughout the course GLOW will be used as a method of distributing revision information and course notes.  Further, this will be used as a means of identifying further reading on any of the topics being studied to be completed as part of your self-study.
