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	Descriptor
	Coverage
	Check 1
	Check 2
	Check 3

	Background
	Background: the USA’s land, people, economy and ideology.
	
	
	

	1. The Political System

	The role and powers of the USA government at federal, state and local levels. 


	The division of powers between Federal and State Governments
	
	
	

	
	 The Role and Powers of the President
	
	
	

	
	Relations between the President, Congress and the Supreme Court   
	
	
	

	
	Separation of Powers / Checks and Balances
	
	
	

	
	Political Parties and their support
	
	
	

	Sample Essays

	To what extent does Congress act as an effective check on the powers of the President?  [2012]
	
	
	

	Assess the effectiveness of Congress and the Supreme Court in checking the powers of the President.     [2008]
	
	
	

	To what extent can the powers of the President of the USA be limited?
	
	
	

	2. Political Issues.

	Political issues: participation and representation; immigration. 


	Elections – President and Congress, the Electoral College System, and party support  
	
	
	

	
	Voter registration, turnout, participation and representation: factors influencing these. 
	
	
	

	
	The political debate over immigration. 
	
	
	

	
	The effectiveness of government responses to inequalities in participation and representation. 
	
	
	

	Sample Essays

	Assess the impact of recent immigration into the USA.    [2010]
	
	
	

	To what extent do ethnic minorities influence the outcome of elections in the USA?.  [2007]
	
	
	

	3. Social and Economic Inequalities.

	· the nature and extent of social and economic inequalities, 

· demands for change

· the effectiveness of government responses
	Employment
	
	
	

	
	Housing
	
	
	

	
	Crime and the Law
	
	
	

	
	Immigration
	
	
	

	
	Income and wealth/poverty
	
	
	

	
	Health
	
	
	

	
	Education
	
	
	

	Sample Essays

	To what extent do ethnic minorities achieve the American Dream?     [2009]
	
	
	

	To what extent have ethnic minority groups made economic and social progress in recent years?
	
	
	

	Assess the effectiveness of government policies to reduce social and economic inequalities in the USA.  [2011]
	
	
	


