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Higher Modern Studies:          Study Theme 2: Wealth and Health Inequalities in the UK
Student Checklist
	Descriptor
	Coverage
	Check 1
	Check 2
	Check 3

	Background
	Measuring Social class: occupational classification, IPA system, Lifestyle, change in the class structure
	
	
	

	
	Measuring Wealth/poverty : absolute vs relative poverty
	
	
	

	1. Inequalities in Wealth and Health

	Evidence, Causes and consequences of inequalities in wealth
	Unemployment
	
	
	

	
	Low income
	
	
	

	
	Social exclusion
	
	
	

	
	Gender
	
	
	

	
	Race and ethnicity
	
	
	

	
	Geography
	
	
	

	
	Vulnerable groups
	
	
	

	
	The link between poverty and poor health
	
	
	

	Evidence, Causes and consequences of inequalities in health
	Age
	
	
	

	
	Ethnicity
	
	
	

	
	Gender
	
	
	

	
	Lifestyle
	
	
	

	
	Unemployment
	
	
	

	
	Low income
	
	
	

	
	Social exclusion
	
	
	

	
	Geography
	
	
	

	
	Vulnerable groups
	
	
	

	Sample Essay Questions

	To what extent do social and economic inequalities continue to exist in the UK?  [B6 2007]
	
	
	

	Assess the impact of income on health.  [B5 2009]
	
	
	

	Individual lifestyle choices limit good health more than any other factor.  Discuss [B5 2010]
	
	
	

	Poverty is the most important factor that affects health.  Discuss.  [B5 2011]
	
	
	

	2. Ethnicity and gender

	With reference to ethnicity and gender:

	Gender
	Pay inequalities
	
	
	

	
	Glass Ceiling
	
	
	

	
	Lone parents and Welfare dependency
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnicity
	Discrimination and Racism- The Glass Door
	
	
	

	
	Equality Act 2010
	
	
	

	
	Race Relations Acts
	
	
	

	Recent Developments
	Equality and Human Rights Commission
	
	
	

	
	Equality Act 2010
	
	
	

	Sample Essay Questions

	Assess the effectiveness of government policies to reduce gender and ethnic inequalities.  [B5 2008]
	
	
	

	To what extent have government policies reduced gender and/or ethnic inequalities?  [B6 2010]
	
	
	

	Critically examine the view that Government has failed to reduce gender or ethnic inequalities in the UK.   [B6 2012]
	
	
	

	3. Healthcare and welfare provision

	The Welfare State
	Background and founding principles
	
	
	

	
	The political debate – individualism vs collectivism
	
	
	

	
	Current issues
	
	
	

	
	Funding – means testing, universal benefits, private finance
	
	
	

	Policies and strategies to deal with inequalities in health
	National
	
	
	

	
	Local
	
	
	

	
	Individualist vs Collectivist
	
	
	

	Policies and Strategies to deal with inequalities in wealth
	National
	
	
	

	
	Local
	
	
	

	
	Individualist vs Collectivist
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Sample Essays

	To what extent are the founding principles of the welfare state being met?  [B5 2007]
	
	
	

	Critically examine the view that government, not individuals, should be responsible for healthcare and welfare provision.   [B6 2008]
	
	
	

	Critically examine the success of recent government policies to reduce poverty.  [B6 2009]
	
	
	

	Health and welfare provision should be the responsibility of the government.  Discuss.  [B6 2011]
	
	
	

	The UK’s Welfare State continues to meet its aims.   Discuss [B5 2012]
	
	
	



Paper 2: Decision Making Exercise





Past Paper Topics:





2007: Introduction of Employment Support Allowance


2008: Free prescriptions


2009: Gender equality in the workplace – Fifty Fifty proposal


2010: Healthcare provision – Well Man Clinics


2011: Proposal to increase National Minimum Wage to Living Wage.


2012: Breakthrough: Education











