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Student Checklist

	Descriptor
	Coverage
	Check 1
	Check 2
	Check 3

	1. Electoral Systems

	Voting Systems and their strengths and weaknesses

	First Past the Post (Westminster Elections)
	
	
	

	
	Additional Member System (Scottish Parliament Elections)
	
	
	

	
	Party List System (European Parliament)
	
	
	

	
	Single Transferable Vote (Scottish Local Government)
	
	
	

	Relationship between electoral systems and election results:

· 2011 Scottish Parliament Elections

· 2010 Westminster Elections

· 2007 and 2012 Scottish Local Government Elections
	The impact on the relationship between the constituent and representative
	
	
	

	
	The impact on the relationship between the elected representative and political party
	
	
	

	
	The relationship between parties
	
	
	

	
	The nature of political parties
	
	
	

	
	The impact of electoral systems on voting behaviour
	
	
	

	Sample Essay Questions

	The Single Transferable Vote electoral system provides for better representation than First Past the Post.    Discuss.       [2010]
	
	
	

	The Additional Member System gives voters more choice and better representation than does First Past the Post.   Discuss   [2007]


	
	
	

	2. Voting Behaviour and Patterns

	 Voting Patterns and explanations of voting behaviour


	The links between the following and voting behaviour:


	
	
	

	
	Long Term Influences:

· social class

· party affiliation/loyalty
· age

· gender

· ethnicity

· geography/location


	
	
	

	
	Short Term Influences:

· issue voting/rational choice theory
· leader image

· party image


	
	
	

	
	Analysis of:

2007 vs 2011 Scottish Parliament Election Results

2005 vs 2010 UK Parliament Election Results
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Sample Essay Questions

	Some factors affecting voting behaviour are more important than others.   Discuss [2011]
	
	
	

	Assess the influence of social class on voting behaviour.    [2008]
	
	
	

	3. The shaping of political attitudes

	The Media

· TV

· PEB

· Soundbites

· Spin doctors

· Press columns

· Websites and blogs

· radio
	Press party affiliations and consequences; continuity and change
	
	
	

	
	Use made by the political parties of the broadcasting media, the press and the internet.
	
	
	

	
	Government regulation of the broadcasting media, the press and the internet with regards to politics.
	
	
	

	Opinion polls and referenda
	Effects on political parties
	
	
	

	
	Effects on voters
	
	
	

	Voter Participation
	Postal and online voting
	
	
	

	
	Voter turnout for different elections, trends and variations.
	
	
	

	Sample Essay Questions

	To what extent is the media the most important factor affecting voter behaviour? [2012]
	
	
	

	Critically examine the view that the media is the most important influence on voting behaviour.   [2009]
	
	
	


