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St Columba’s High School

Gourock

Meeting of St Columba’s High School

Parent Council

Tuesday 15th January 2019
AGENDA

1. Present: D. McGarrigle, C. Wilson, N. Woodside, I. McKee, Cllr. L. Quinn, Anne Friel, Cllr. C McEleny, E. Lafferty, L. Stevens, H. MacLaurin, Mgr G. Gallagher, F. Gilpin. N. Devine, C. McGeehan
2. Apologies: T. Gage, R. McCarthy, J. Cuffe, Cllr. M. Brennan, M. Robinson 
3. Minutes of the PC Meeting (27th November 2018) – read and accepted 
4. Eugene Lafferty opened the meeting by offering the Parent Council’s condolences to the Neeson Family and the St Columba’s School Community at the recent passing of Stephen Neeson. Eugene commented that Stephen was a great supporter of the work of the Parent Council, and will be sadly missed.
5. Matters Arising:
(a) School Website – PC Minutes & Agenda – these have been uploaded.
(b) Wemyss Bay Bus – L. Quinn awaiting response from G. McGovern.
Concern raised that twice last week, the Wemyss Bay bus has driven straight past Faulds park twice at end of day. 
Concerns also raised by a parent about the double decker bus which is now back on the Inverkip route. Cllr. L Quinn will enquire about this.
(c) School App – Contact the Parent Council link has been added to App.
6. Fundraising Group
· Financial Statement - £723
· Fundraiser – Bingo Night 22nd February 2019 – L. Stevens discussed and agreed arrangements for the bingo night. 
7. S1 Intake – August 2019 – A letter has been issued to all primary 7 pupils and copies of the letter were disseminated. 

A discussion ensued about possible issues that may arise if the S1 intake causes the school to be over capacity.
8. School Transport – E. Lafferty reported that he has met with Ruth Binks and Grant McGovern to discuss possible proposed cuts to school transport. They advised E. Lafferty that a proposal will be presented to Education Committee on 22nd January. E. Lafferty reported that this has not appeared on the agenda.
There have been discussions about McGills buses taking over the contracts and there is a possibility of the non-policy transport provision being removed.

C. McEleny discussed financial issues facing the council with regard to the funding of school transport and increased contract costs.
F. Gilpin pointed out that it was less than two years since the last consultation regarding school transport.

E. Lafferty will write to Ruth Binks to ask when the proposal is due to be put forward to the committee.

9. Communications Group – Bingo night will be advertised via Twitter and the App.
10. School Improvement Planning Group- carried over until next meeting.
11. Parent Council Objectives 2018/19 – 
Inc PC Questionnaire – E. Lafferty has invited suggestions for questions to be included.
12. Head Teacher’s Report – N. Devine thanked the school community for the support and prayers after the death of Mr Neeson. A Mass will be celebrated in memory of Stephen Neeson on 25th January in St Andrew’s at 9am.
Staffing – a new PT RE has been appointed

1.0 FTE Maths appointment

Start dates have still to be confirmed for both posts.

Options process begins over the next few weeks and S3/4/5 Curriculum evening on February 14th February.

13. Pupil Equity Funding – C. McGeehan reported that a group of S1 target pupils have been identified and plans for literacy, numeracy and parental engagement interventions.
14. Remit of Parent Council – carry over until next meeting
15. Church Issues – Mgr Gallagher reported that Catholic Education week will be celebrated in November from now on.
16. Correspondence – Inverclyde representative for the National Parent Forum has been announced as Gail Baxter.
17. AOB

L. Quinn thanked the staff for the support provided after Mr Neeson’s death.
18. Date & Time Next Meeting – Tuesday 19th February 2019 @ 6.30pm in the School Conference Room
                                  ---------------------------------------------------------
