Wemyss Bay Parent Partnership Meeting – 6.30pm, 7th March 2023
Location: Teacher’s Lounge, Wemyss Bay Primary School


Attending:
Lesley Banks, Mrs Cushnahan, Mrs Kaur, Wendy Wilson, Linda Knox, Lisa  McNeil , Louise Allen, Laura Gibson and Gemma Williams.

Welcome

Lesley Banks welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that we were trying things differently this time with the PTA fundraising discussion first and then the parent council section after. 

Apologies:
Claire Miller, Lorraine Welsh, Beth McLeod, Belinda Graham, Heather McKay and Donna Gairns.

Minutes
The minutes from last meeting were approved by Laura Gibson and Linda Knox

Treasurers Update – Gemma Williams, Treasurer.
Gemma Williams updated us that there is £5001.56. Of that £2117 is for the trim trail which will be transferred over to the school to start the fundraising. Wendy Wilson show us the totaliser she made so the kids can visually see the fundraising. We thanked WW for her time and skills to be able to make that. 
There have been 4 x bonus balls raising £95 each. The bonus ball has raised a total of £1835 total since it started.
Valentine’s Disco raised £264.43
Pancake Day also raised £45.36

PTA Update - Laura Gibson, Co-Vice Chair of the Parent Partnership and Co-convener of the PTA Committee. 
LG updated the PP about decisions made at the PTA committee meeting held before which is not minuted: 
· “How To Guides” are to be made for events for future. Everybody will contribute best practice from their experience
· PTA will buy Easter eggs for all the kids
· Carboot sale will take place on 25th March - let confirm 10- 2
· At the carboot sale there will be a bottle stall, entry is £10 per car, tea and coffee and tuck stall will also be run – helpers required.
· Leavers – kids will be asked about the kind of food they would like at the leavers party.
· Future of the Bonus Ball was discussed. Decision to do one every pay day with the occasional ad hoc draw and at the beginning of next year decide on future format. 
· Futures discos to be an hour each and a job list created and parent helpers given specific jobs. 
· 
Communication
LB said that the PTA whatsapp group had been under the spotlight. Concerns had been raised to her as Chair the about the language used when referring to children, the tone of recent discussions and that non-Parent Partnership members were being made privy things being said in the group.  Since that time four members of the Parent Partnership have left – unfortunately majority of them were new to the group. LB expressed this was disappointing as the school, and Mrs Gillespie in particular, had put a lot of effort to help recruit more members, especially parents of children in the lower school. The Parent Partnership had a discussion and collectively feel there needs to be a code of conduct. 

The group decided on the following: 
· No swearing
· Any issues to be directed to office bearers in the first instance not the PTA  Whatsapp group
· Discussions in the chat are in confidence and information not taken out with the Parent Partnership
· Separate chats for organising separate events to keep the main PTA Whatsapp chat becoming overwhelmed with notifications.
· Chat should be kept polite and respectful at all times. 

LB is creating a gmail for the PP with drive space to save the code of conduct, How to Guides, best practice documents and processes and procedures for future members to refer to. 
LB said that communication of minutes is slow as there is no Secretary. Lisa McNeil offered to take on the role. WW nominated her and LG seconded, and Lisa McNeil was appointed the WBPP Secretary. 

Headteacher Update – Mrs Cusnahan, Acting Head Teacher
Mrs C read through the HT update which is in a separate document which will be distributed with the minutes.
Mrs C said Alison Gillespie off long term. LB said the Parent Partnership hopes Mrs G has a speedy recovery and asked for our best wishes to be passed on. 

Book fair will be opened to parents but will not at the parents night this year. 
Trips are proving to be expensive with the rise of cost of living. GW reiterated £800 from PP funds will go to the trips.  Sponsored walk is 20th March. £5 a head per child. This will go to fundraising for school trips as Mrs C said the cost for transport is so much more this year. 

P7 Residential 
This was on the agenda but an email that went out after the agenda was published resolved that.

PVG Registration
LB explained that some parents had asked about getting PVG checked. The PP is eligible, and LB has applied. There is quite a bit of administration involved. A phone appointment has been made with PVG office for 1300, 15th March to talk through the application process. 
LG said covered us by checking the background of members but not safeguarding both ourselves and the kids. 
Louise Allen felt that as parent helpers don’t know all the kids, and not all children will know them that we should always have no one person left alone with a child as a rule. 
Linda Knox suggests the regular volunteers should be PVG checked rather than ad hoc volunteers. 
The PP decided that we can’t ask people to go through the process. Parent helpers would have to volunteer to be checked. 
LB will look further into it but regardless of whether the PP joins PVG scheme or not it will not change our policy of leaving one adult alone with a child as it ensure safeguarding for both the child and the adult. 

AOB
A parent not in attendance asked about Red Nose day. Mrs C said it was not on the fundraising plan. Children in Need was the big charity this year and the children are about to do a sponsored walk. 
