St. Stephen’s High School
Port Glasgow
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A school guided by Gospel values
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Our Vision
We aspire to provide an excellent Catholic education characterised by equality and fairness for all, inspired by the teachings of Christ and within a happy, safe and caring environment.

Our pupils involve themselves actively in events which will benefit not only themselves, but causes close to their hearts.

Catholic here is more than a reference to religious instruction: it means that we work to show our young people that, as members of a Catholic community, they should live out the values of their religion and that by recognising their uniqueness and dignity as human beings, we encourage our pupils to live their lives by Gospel values.




[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]St. Stephen’s High School is a six year Catholic comprehensive serving the communities of Port Glasgow and Kilmacolm, situated within Port Glasgow Community Campus.

This purpose built, state-of-the-art educational facility, which opened in December 2013, allows us to provide the highest quality teaching and learning to our young people.

We believe that our young people are nurtured, supported and challenged within the caring and positive environment we are able to create in this school.  A school, however, is much more than a building – it characterised by the ethos created by the individuals within it.


A school must be the centre of its local community, reflecting the hopes and aspirations of that community.  We believe those working in the school are in a position of great trust since the community is investing in its future with us.
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		As a Catholic school, St. Stephen’s has a mission to ensure that its young people are able to live their lives according to the Gospel values –
· Holy Mass is celebrated in school every Monday by our chaplain, Fr. Brian McGee
· Morning prayers are offered during Advent and Lent
· Special events in the school year and Holy Days of Obligation  are commemorated with the celebration of Holy Mass as a whole school community
· Senior pupils have been ordained as Eucharistic ministers
· Pupils are encouraged to work towards their Caritas Award in S6
· A St. Vincent de Paul group has been formed by pupils 
The Chaplaincy team within the school work closely with our parishes to ensure that the ethos and values which underpin the teaching and learning that takes place within St. Stephen’s is encouraged and continues to grow in the wider community of Port Glasgow. St. Stephen


[image: Embedded image permalink]Many of the most important things we learn about ourselves are discovered not in books, but in our relationships with other people.  
Here at St. Stephen’s we encourage our young people develop their talents by offering a wide variety of activities in a number of fields –
· Sport
· Music
· Art
· Public speaking
· Young enterprise
· School show
· MVP mentoring programme
Our pupils are successful in numerous fields, as has been proved by their achievements in competitions across the country.  We celebrate these successes and achievements in our young people and believe that their talents as individuals help to enrich the wider life of the school here.
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The advent of Curriculum for Excellence has presented teachers with a number of challenges, but more importantly, with the chance to develop programmes of work for our pupils which are creative and inspiring.
Our pupils are encouraged to apply the skills they develop in co-operative and active learning contexts.
Interdisciplinary learning is a key aspect of teaching and learning here at St. Stephen’s, with departments working in conjunction to provide interesting schemes of work which allow pupils to display their talents effectively. 
The library programme, Bookworms, helps to promote literacy skills across the curriculum while also fostering independence and responsibility.
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[image: Embedded image permalink]St. Stephen’s High School
· Exists so that learning and teaching can take place in a Catholic environment
· Recognises that its members are individuals and have the right to be accepted as such.
· Believes that together we form a community whose daily life is directed by Gospel values.
· Fosters the belief that all members of the school community have responsibilities to themselves, to each other, to the school environment and to protect and project the good name of St. Stephen’s.
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