St Stephen’s High School

History

Additional Work for S1 and S2:

Investigation into Irish Immigration and its impact

NB: If you do not have access to a computer, do this as a written report
Irish Immigration: Activity Sheet
You are going to carry out some research to produce a PowerPoint presentation about Irish immigration and its impact on Scotland.
This pack includes lots of sources. However, you can also carry out your own research online.
The PowerPoint that you produce should have:
· A Title slide (with name and class)
· A Contents slide
· An Introduction which identifies at least three sections or chapters relating to Irish immigration. These will form the basis of your chapters.
· Each of your chapters should identify at least two relevant points.
· A Conclusion (sum up your thoughts)
· A Bibliography - what resources did you use? (internet/library, names of books/authors, videos)
Task 1: Choose a title for your investigation

Title:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Task 2: State at least 2 sources of information that you have used

I have used the following Sources:

1._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Before making your PowerPoint presentation, you need to take notes under the following headings. The sources in your folder are all designed to help you with this task;

· Push Factors - What made people leave Ireland?

· Pull Factors – What made them come to Scotland?
· How the Irish were treated – 

· Impact the Irish have had on the life and culture of Scotland-
Positive
Negative?
Dear Mum,

I hope this letter finds you all well. Am doing fine and even managed to get a job in a Sugar Refinery in Greenock. Some of the other lads have even got work at the big textile Mill in Paisley, and a few are working on the Railways. I’ve even managed to get myself a place to live. I’m renting a room from a Mrs Murphy in Port Glasgow. They are a good Irish family and they look out for me. It’s good having so many people from home round about me, no chance of me getting lonely!

Tell Sean to get himself over here quick. There are plenty jobs and the wages are much better than back home, it would be great to have some of my own family nearby.

I’ll write again soon,

Your loving Son

Frank

Source A: Letter from an Irish Immigrant to his family, 1851
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Different views on Irish Immigrants

The Irish are among those labourers who do the most work for the lowest wage. In fact, we can ask ourselves whether Scots would put up with the work which the Irish are asked to do? Even although the Irish have great powers of endurance, this type of work soon ruins their health so they cannot work any more. 

Source D:The Glasgow Examiner, 1834
In Dumfriesshire and Galloway there are plenty of Irishmen ready to take the bread out of the mouths of our own poor. An Irishman who lives in a hovel, feeds on potatoes and neither clothes nor educates his children, can always work for less than a Scot. There are too many people who employ only the cheapest workers and do not think of the consequences. 
The Dumfries Courier, 1845
In our opinion, the Irish have as much right to come to this country to better their lives as the Scots and English have to go to Ireland or any other part of Britain for the same reason. Let us hear no more complaints about the influx of Irish having a bad effect on Scotland unless it is to do something about tackling the problems which caused the emigration. 
The Glasgow Courier, 1830 


The immigration of such a number of people from the lowest class and with no education will have a bad effect on the population. So far, living among the Scots does not seem to have improved the Irish, but the native Scots who live among the Irish have got worse. It is difficult to imagine the effect the Irish immigrants will have upon the morals and habits of the Scottish people.
Report from the Scottish Census of 1871
Source B: Evidence of the impact of Irish Immigrants on Scottish Life. Evidence of what living conditions were like, and how the Irish were treated.
Brother Walfrid

"The Father of Celtic Football Club " 

Born in Ballymote in south County Sligo in 1840, Brother Walfrid was the religious name chosen by the Marist Brother Andrew Kearns, the founder of Celtic football Club. The club was founded in 1888 as a means of raising funds for the poor and deprived in the east end of Glasgow. 

Brother Walfrid was so appalled at the poverty and squalid living conditions which were the lot of Glasgow's East-End Irish immigrant population, that he founded the Club specifically to raise money to alleviate their hardship.
1918 Education (Scotland) Act

To bring Catholic schools into the government education system, the Education (Scotland) Act 1918 gave the following rights to the Catholic community:

· Catholic schools were to be fully funded by the government. They would be inspected by Her Majesty's Inspectors;

· Catholic schools were to be open to all, but mainly to serve the Catholic community;

· The Catholic Church would check the 'religious belief and character' of all teachers in Catholic schools 

· Each local council was to appoint a supervisor for religious education in Catholic schools.

This meant Catholic schools had enough money to keep going and also that the law protected their Catholic identity. Catholic schools found this support extremely helpful. 
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Source C: Evidence of the impact of Irish Population on Scotland
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Stop Press!



Greenock, May 1922
There was serious rioting in and around Cappielow Stadium today during and after the league decider between Morton and Celtic. Fighting broke out in the section of the stand known as the ‘Wee Dublin’ end, when Morton fans rushed at Celtic supporters after Irish and sectarian songs were heard being sung. After the game, it is thought that members of the local Orange Order, formed by Protestant immigrants from the North of Ireland, began fighting with sections of Celtic’s Catholic support. 

In all, over 40 people were arrested in a day that has brought shame on Scottish football. Everyone in the country will surely hope that such hate-filled religious violence will soon become a thing of the past in Scotland, and many are angry at what they see as an Irish problem causing chaos in our towns and cities.
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