Lesson 6: The Early Life of William Wallace 
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Although nearly all of Scotland’s nobles and knights had signed the Ragman’s Roll, some had not. Among those who never accepted Edward as his king was a man called William Wallace. 

Although he is a major figure in Scotland’s history, very little is known about William Wallace, especially his early life. This is because there is no surviving primary source evidence about his background. What information we do have about Wallace’s early life is taken from a poem written by a man called Blind Harry about 170 years after Wallace died.

Task 7:

1. Why Blind Harry’s story of William Wallace’s early life unreliable? Give two reasons. 

(HINT: It’s nothing to do with the fact that he’s blind!)

2. Collect a copy of the Picture Sheet and Comic Strip sheet from your teacher. Use these materials to tell the story of Wallace’s early life.




What we do know is that in 1296, Wallace joined up with some other outlaws and formed a small army. Soon other Scots joined Wallace and his army got bigger. He used hit and run tactics. They ambushed English soldiers in surprise attacks and stole from their supply wagons. This is known as guerrilla warfare.

Another knight like Wallace, a man called Andrew Murray, was fighting the English near Aberdeen. He marched south and met with Wallace. The two joined forces to make a much bigger army.
Task 7 (Continued):

3. Describe what is meant by guerrilla warfare.

4. Why do you think Wallace used these tactics against the English?

5. How do you think King Edward would have reacted to the news that Wallace and Murray’s armies had united?
Picture Sheet

Cut out these pictures and events and glue them onto the comic strip sheet in chronological order.
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   1297 Wallace joins forces with 


        1295 Wallace marries Marion Braidfute
Andrew Murray against English 
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1296 Marion is killed by the English 


1296 Wallace kills Sheriff 
Sheriff Hazelrigg





Hazelrigg and is declared an outlaw
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1297 The Battle of Stirling Bridge
               1270 William Wallace is born in Elderslie                  
THE EARLY LIFE OF WILLIAM WALLACE



            ________________________    _________________________    ________________________

             _________________________   _________________________    _________________________

Read this passage and answer the questions which follow





Read this passage and answer the questions which follow








