Lesson 10:   The Space Race
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As we have learned, the superpowers fought the Cold War by trying to compete with and out-do each other in a number of ways. One of these ways was through the Space Race - the competition between the superpowers to beat each other into space.
The enormous rivalry between the two countries meant that both sides spent vast amounts of money on the Space Race. Although the Space Race, like the Cold War, lasted from 1945 until 1991, it was during the 1960s that the greatest breakthroughs were made.
Timeline:      The Space Race in the 1960s
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1961
-
Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin     




became the first man in space,




when his space craft Vostok 1
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went round the earth in orbit
1962
-
American John Glenn becomes




the first American to orbit 




the earth.

1965
-
Alexei Leonov becomes the first




man to walk in space. 3 months




later, Ed White does the same.

1969
-
Neil Armstrong became the first




man to walk on the moon.

Tasks
       1.  Describe what was meant by the Space Race.
2.  Which country:

(a) put the first man in space?

(b) achieved the first space walk?

(c) put the first man on the moon?

3.  Who won the Space Race? Give a balanced answer.

1.  Evaluate the usefulness of Source A as evidence of the Space Race.
     (Remember the 3 Ws!! Can you LEVEL UP your answer??)
      Source A - John F. Kennedy, 1962
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‘Space Oddity’ by David Bowie
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‘This is, whether we like it or not, a race. Everything we do in space is tied into getting to the moon ahead of the Russians.’ 








