Investigation - Kennedy’s Assassination
John F. Kennedy was assassinated on Friday, November 22, 1963 in Dallas, Texas at 12:30pm. 

The assassination is still widely discussed, and has led to a number of conspiracy theories. 
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TASK 1

In your groups, discuss and then produce a spider diagram of any people or groups who might have had a motive to kill Kennedy. 

(HINT: Think about what you have learned so far in this unit.)
TASK 2
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              The Seating Plan of the President’s Car
TASK 3

In your groups, read over Sources A to F and answer the questions that follow.
  Source A (from spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk, 2002)


  Picture Source B – The layout of Dealey Plaza.
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(a) According to Source A, on which parts of his body was Kennedy hit?
(b) Who else was injured in the attack?
(c) Collect a copy of Picture Source B. Use the information from Source A to mark the places where witnesses thought they heard shots coming from.

(d) Study the route taken by the motorcade. Does anything seem strange about it? Explain.
(e) Mark on the route the best place for a shooter in the Book Depository to take a shot.

  Source C: Ricky White, who claimed his father saw the assassination


 Source D: Bob Jackson, an eye-witness


(e)   In what ways do Sources C and D disagree?

(f)   Which is the more reliable source, C or D? Explain your answer.

Source E: From the Warren Commission report into the assassination



Source F: (from spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk, 2002)

(f) In what three ways do Sources E and F agree about the assassination? 

READ:
Many people believe that the Warren Commission (Source E) was wrong and that there has been a cover-up. Lee Oswald was killed by Jack Ruby, a local nightclub owner with connections to the Mafia, before he could talk. Some people think that this is further evidence of a cover-up and conspiracy.
IN YOUR GROUPS, you must now go over all the evidence in your packs.

Use the evidence to create a document that answers the following questions:
· Is Oswald guilty or innocent? 
· If guilty, did he act alone?

· If he is innocent, ‘whodunit’? 

· Why was Kennedy assassinated?[image: image3.png]



Activity: Police Investigation  





Your group are investigators who have been asked to review JFK’s assassination.


Over the next few lessons, you will work your way through all of the evidence and examine many of the different theories surrounding the assassination


You will then come to a decision about who you think killed JFK and why.





Watch ‘The Days That Shook the World’ DVD


Add any other suspects that it mentions to your spider diagram





    Jackie Kennedy


		         Nellie Connally


                                                                         Driver


		


		   


                                                                             Secret Service


                                        John Connally


    John F Kennedy





At about 12:30 p.m. the President’s car entered Elm Street. Soon afterwards shots were fired, hitting Kennedy in the head and the left shoulder. Another bullet hit Senator Connally in the back. Witnesses claimed they had seen shots being fired from behind a wooden fence on the grassy knoll and from the Texas School Book Depository.





The fatal shot was fired by a man behind the fence on the grassy knoll. Then he handed the rifle to a man next to him. Then he jumped over the fence.





I was facing the building where the shots were coming from (Texas School Book Depository). As I looked up to the window above, I saw a rifle being pulled back in the window. It might have been resting on the windowsill. I didn’t see a man.





The shots which killed President Kennedy and wounded Governor Connally were fired from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository. The evidence shows that three shots were fired by Lee Harvey Oswald, who acted alone.





During a search of the Texas School Book Depository the police discovered three empty bullet cartridge cases on the floor by one of the sixth floor windows. They also found a Mannlicher – Carcano rifle hidden beneath some boxes. At first, no fingerprints could be found on the rifle, but later Oswald’s prints were found.








