The Cuban Missile Crisis

Although the Cold War never became a ‘hot war’ of nuclear weapons and MAD, it very nearly did in 1962 as a result of an incident which has become known as the Cuban Missile Crisis. The crisis, which lasted for thirteen days, was described as ‘the moment the world held its breath’ because people were terrified that nuclear war would break out. For nearly two weeks, people went to bed not knowing if they’d wake up the next morning. It was a major turning point in the relationship between the two superpowers and had an enormous impact on people’s lives.
                                  

                                          




Fidel Castro came to power in Cuba in 1959 after a revolution that he led overthrew the previous ruler, President Batista. Castro was a communist. Because of this, he disliked the USA, and stopped trading with them. The US disliked him too, and set about planning to remove him from power.
The Bay of Pigs
In 1961, the USA made their move to try to get rid of Castro. They trained and armed a group of Cuban anti-Castro exiles (people who have fled a country), then landed them in Cuba at a place called the Bay of Pigs. The plan was that they would successfully invade Cuba and overthrow Castro. However, it was a disaster – all the rebels were captured or killed by Castro’s forces.  Castro now knew that JFK wanted to overthrow him, and so he turned to the Soviet Union for help. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev was very happy to assist. 

The Missile Crisis

In 1962, American U2 spy planes spotted Soviet engineers on Cuba, building missile sites. Worse, ships with suspicious looking cylinders (bombs) on them were slowly heading from USSR to Cuba. These bombs could have only one target – the USA. JFK had to act – he couldn’t allow his country to be put at risk. The discovery of these missile sites and the weapons on the ships led to an international crisis that lasted for 13 days. People all around the world feared there would be a nuclear war and went to bed not knowing if they would wake up the next morning. Also, people began to stockpile necessities in case they had to seek safety in a nuclear shelter.
Task: Answer the following questions in your jotter.
1. Why was America unhappy when Castro came to power in Cuba and what actions did they take?

2. How did Castro respond to America’s actions?

3. What did American spy planes discover that led to the crisis?

4. What impact did the Cuban Missile Crisis have on people’s lives?
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