Lesson 8:   The Cold War
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The 1960s was a time of protest. We have already learned about Civil Rights protests in the USA. However, there were demonstrations all over the world as people began to take notice of what was happening around them and tried to change things by speaking out.
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 An anti-Vietnam War protest                 The USA in blue (west) and                      A mushroom cloud from a

                                                                   the USSR in red (east)                              nuclear weapons test
They led peaceful protests against world-wide events, like the Vietnam War in the late 60s. This was part of the Cold War. 
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The Cold War was the name given to the era of distrust and bad feeling between the superpowers – the USA and the Soviet Union (USSR) - that began after World War II. 
It was so called because of the very frosty relations that existed between the two countries. It never became a ‘hot war’ (with battles and bombings) because of nuclear weapons. Just one of these could destroy an entire city, and both superpowers had enough of them to wipe each other out. This was known as MAD (Mutual Assured Destruction) and neither side wanted it to happen, so instead they ‘fought’ by trying to out-do each other:






TASK:

Using the information on the previous page, the factfile below and what you learned from the video clip, write a long paragraph about the Cold War. Make sure that your paragraph answers the following questions at least:

· Who was involved in the Cold War?

· Why were these countries enemies?

· What differences existed between Capitalism & Communism
· How was the Cold War fought?

· What impact did it have on people at the time?

Superpower Factfile
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‘For What It’s Worth’ by Buffalo Springfield





The film clip ‘Protest and Hippies’





at sports, e.g. the Olympic Games





with ideas (Capitalism v Communism)





How was the Cold War fought?





The Arms Race to build the most weapons 





The Space Race  








PEER ASSESS!


When you’ve finished…


swap jotters 


check that they’ve answered the 3 questions


sign and date it
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The USSR





A communist country





This meant that:-





the Government controlled all businesses





because of this everybody was equal and there was no rich or poor.





The USSR was also a dictatorship – people could not vote and were harshly punished if they spoke out against the government





The USSR hated capitalism and feared it returning as their system of government
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The USA





A capitalist country





This meant that:-





- people were free to start their own businesses and become successful





- there were both rich and poor people in the USA.





The USA was also a democracy – people had the right to vote and to free speech





The USA hated communism and feared that it would spread to other countries








