LEADERSHIP (SCOTTISH)
- Field Marshal Douglas Haig was a Scot. Many viewed his tactics as having caused slaughter but others credit him with ultimately winning the war.
- He decided on attrition tactic; other tactics would have led to mass bloodshed too. 
- could be difficult, but was not out of touch with his soldiers.
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BATTLE OF THE SOMME: 1 JULY – NOVEMBER 1916 (3 PHASES)

- the “graveyard” of the local battalions that had been raised across Scotland.
- First phase: Three wholly Scottish divisions: 9th and 15th Scottish and the 51st (Highland) Division
- the Boys’ Brigade Battalion suffered more than 500 casualties.
- McCrae’s (Hearts) Battalion suffered 75 per cent casualties.
- Hearts FC lost 3 players on first day of the battle, 7 players in total
- 2nd Phase:Attack on High Wood involved the 51st (Highland) division, 9th and 15th nearby. The 51st suffered 3500 casualties in two attacks on High Wood.
- 3rd Phase: 51st Highland Division: successful attack on Beaumont Hamel during Battle 

-

TRENCH EXPERIENCES AND CONDITIONS (SCOTTISH!)
- normally a only few days at a time on frontline, but Black Watch once spent 48 days without rest
- Kilts disadvantages: lice in folds; also very thick => too warm in summer 
- Constant threat of death for Scots due to shelling, gas and snipers
-however, routine also very boring and monotonous
Scotland’s Martial tradition:-
- Scotland had a proud military history
- This was both a source of pride for Scots and a useful recruitment tool for Kitchener
- harked back to Scottish soldiers of history
Kilted Regiments  
- Most Scottish regiments wore kilts & tartan - made them highly visible, added to identity
- Germans feared Highland regiments more than any other – “Ladies from Hell”
- Scottish Regiments had a piper to keep up morale. Unarmed; casualty rate of 50%.
 
-
Reasons for… (Scottish!!):
- Pals’ battalions meant soldiers who came from same area fought together, eg Glasgow Tramway Battalion.
- In Highlands, landlords put pressure on their tenants to volunteer
- “War hysteria” & patriotism encouraged many patriotic Scots to sign up
Success of recruitment (Scotland!!)
- More Scots volunteered in proportion to size of population than any other UK area 
- Approx. 190,000 Scots joined up.
-
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ISSUE 1
SCOTS ON THE WESTERN FRONT
CASUALTIES/OVERALL CONTRIBUTION OF SCOTS

- ‘Shock Troops’ – Scots were sent into battle first, due to their reputation as brave warriors. This led to them having a casualty rate of 26%.
- feeling that Scotland had ‘punched above its weight’ in its contribution
- Official estimates of Scottish dead: 73, 000, some believe double that at 140, 000, most accept general figure of 100, 000
- Kilted warriors were highly visible and much discussed – “ladies from hell’
- As well as volunteers/new recruits, many Scots were part of British Expeditionary Force who fought well at very start of war.
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BATTLE OF LOOS: September 25th-28th  1915.

- 35,000 Scots took part in the battle:- Referred to as a Scottish battle
- Battalions from every Scottish regiment fought at Loos and suffered huge casualties
- Of the 21,000 killed, over 7,000 were Scottish soldiers.
- Almost every town and village in Scotland was affected by the losses at Loos.
- First British use of gas: wind changed and gassed Scots soldiers
- Piper Daniel Laidlaw received a VC for continuing to pipe Scots soldiers across No Man’s Land despite being injured
- Bravery and fighting spirit of Scottish units: 5 Victoria Crosses given to Scots after the battle in recognition of their extraordinary bravery
- Eight out of the 12 battalions that lost over 500 men were Scottish
-
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RECRUITMENT & MILITARY STRUCTURE
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