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Ideas of the French Revolution appealed to the middle classes in the German states. 
Liberals wanted a constitution and a greater say in how their country was run. During the revolutionary period they thought change was areal possibility. They succeeded in making the issue a mass movement with broad support. However the Frankfurt Parliament ultimately failed. Carr: “wider circles of the population now took an interest in politics” which helped nationalist feelings grow. 
Factor :Military Weakness   – Vulnerable to invasion 
The impact of Napoleonic wars meant many Germans saw that Napoleon/France had been able to conquer the separate, autonomous German states before 1815 due to their divisions. 
German princes had stirred national feeling to help raise armies to drive out the French, aiding the sense of a common German identity with common goals. .Defeat of Napoleon had brought about a recognition that they were weakened militarily by being divided and a united Army had given them strength. ‘The French spread Liberalism by intention and nationalism by inadvertence’

Factor: Cultural factors – “Romanticism‟ 
The main unifying force was language – 25 million Germans spoke the same language and shared through it the same culture and literature. 
- Writers and thinkers (eg Heine, Fichte, Goethe, Brothers Grimm, Schiller, Hegel) encouraged the growth of a German consciousness. 
The impact of Napoleonic wars meant many Germans saw that Napoleon/France had been able to conquer the separate, autonomous German states before 1815 due to their divisions. 
German princes had stirred national feeling to help raise armies to drive out the French, aiding the sense of a common German identity with common goals. 
Limited by lack of broad based appeal, theoretical rather than practical and no clear goals
However it was difficult to suppress and without the feelings it developed its difficult to determine if future unification would have happened when it did


Reasons for the growth of German Nationalism
Factor: French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars Many dissatisfied with the treaty of Vienna and the establishment of Bund which was nothing more than a talking shop.  Post-1815 nationalist feelings first expressed in universities. 
Growth of Burschenschaften pre-1815 dedicated to driving French from German soil – zealous but lacking a clear idea of how best to accomplish the task. Became increasingly extreme in their activities resulting in Carlsbaad Decrees and their activities being suppressed.
- The Hambacherfest and student demonstrations – little accomplished by the students 

Factor: Economic factors 
Urbanisation and industrialisation in the German states led to frustration at the political fragmentation of Germany which can be argued to be the most important obstacle to German economic development. Middle-class businessmen called for a more united market to enable them to compete with foreign countries. 
Prussian economic expansion proceeded steadily in the 19th Century. Prussia’s gain of territory on the River Rhine after 1815 (leading to a drift in power away from Austria and towards Prussia as the latter began to build on the rich resources such as coal and iron deposits) meant it had good reason to reach an agreement with neighbours to ensure relatively free travel of goods and people between its lands in the east and the west. Businessmen complained that tax burdens were holding back economic development. Prussia created a large free-trade area within Prussia herself which aided the needs of businessmen. 
The Zollverein was the ‘mighty lever’ of German unification. By 1836, 25 of the 39 German states had joined this economic free-trade area (Austria was excluded). 
Railway/road development from the 1830s onwards ended the isolation of German states from each other. They enabled the transport and exploitation of German natural resources. Economic co-operation between German states encouraged those seeking a political solution to the issue of German unity. 
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