Factor: Weakness of the Weimer Republic 
The Constitution/Article 48 (“suicide clause‟) – arguably Germany was too democratic. “The world’s most perfect democracy – on paper.‟ 
Lack of real, outstanding Weimar politicians who could strengthen the Republic, Stresemann excepted. 
“Peasants in a palace‟ – commentary on Weimar politicians. 
Lukewarm support from the German Army and the Civil Service for Weimar. 
Inability (or unwillingness) to deal effectively with problems in German society by the Republic. 
Lack of authority. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Factor: The Treaty of Versailles – acceptance by Republic of hated terms. BRAT - Used by Hitler to undermine Weimar.
November Criminals…associated with defeat and humiliation

Factor: Appeal of Hitler and the Nazi Party.
oratory – ability to put into words the outrage and frustrations of millions of Germans over a variety of issues. 
The Storm Troopers (SA) – Hitler’s contribution to the setting up of the private army of the Nazi Party. To a worried middle-class they looked like the only political party willing to take on the Communists. 
Hitler’s uncompromising stance against the Treaty of Versailles struck a chord with millions of Germans. 
Propaganda. Hitler’s alliance with Hugenberg offered the Nazi Party widespread publicity 
Hitler’s ruthlessness/pragmatic approach to matters – for example in his hard-headed negotiations with von Papen. 
Propaganda Post 1925 – Hitler’s decision to improve the efficiency of the Nazi Party, develop the effectiveness of its organisation, especially its propaganda machine. Policies – something for everyone, despite often contradictory policies. Nazi’s gave people somebody to blame for their problems: November Criminals, Jews, etc. 



Factor: Weaknesses and mistakes of opponents 
A republic nobody wanted with enemies on the left and enemies on the right.
Alliance of the new government and the old imperial army against the Spartacists – lack of cooperation between socialist groups – petty squabbling rife. 
Divisions among those groups/individuals who purported to be supporters of the new form of government eg the socialists. 
Political intrigue – roles of von Schleicher and von Papen. 


Nazi rise to power
Factor: Economic factors 
1922/23 (hyperinflation) – severe effects on the middle classes, the natural supporters of the Republic; outrage and despair at their ruination. 
Difficulties faced by farmers in Schleswig-Holstein gave the Nazis their first electoral breakthrough in 1928. 
The Great Depression of 1929 – arguably without this the Republic might have survived. Germany’s dependence on American loans showed how fragile the recovery of the late 1920s was. The pauperisation of millions again raised Germans to despair. Propaganda posters with legends such as “Hitler – unsere letzte hoffnung ” struck a chord with many. 
The Depression also polarised politics in Germany – the drift to extremes led to a fear of Communism, which grew apace with the growth of support for the Nazis. 



