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Although the working class electorate increased, by 1880s there was no national party to express their interests. The Liberals and Conservatives promoted middle, even upper, class capitalist values. 
 The spread of socialist ideas and trade unionism led to the creation of the Labour Party – the LRC – by 1900, thereby offering a wider choice to the electorate and a party who would represent their views. Informed Choice: Manifestos, newspapers, education Acts

Factor: Distribution of Seats
Equal distribution of Seats 1885 – equal representation between town and countryside.


Factor: Corruption and Intimidation – 
How we Vote:
Secret Ballot 1872 ends intimidation
Corrupt & Illegal practices 1883 tackles corruption

Factor: Widening of membership  of House of Commons
1858 end of property qualification.
1911 – Payment of MPs

Factor: Role of House of Lords

• The Parliament Act of 1911 reduced the power of the House of Lords which now had had no say over budgets and could no longer veto bills passed by the House of Commons. They could only delay them for two years.
• The Parliament Act also reduced the maximum length of time between general elections from seven years to five 
Conclusion:
Issues not addressed: House of Lords still unelected chamber, plural voting, First Past the post
How Democratic: Always Check Date
Factor: Widening of the Franchise
1832 Middle class, 1867 Skilled working class men in towns, 1884 Skilled Workers in counties, 1918 women over 30 and previously excluded males, 1928 Equal Voting rights


