In 1815 Germany as a country didn’t exist. The Treaty of Vienna had established a 39 state Bund, which failed to deliver the single unified country that many in Germany had desired. This led to an upsurge in nationalist activity, however many argue, as did Bismarck, that this was a ‘time when nothing happened’. This view however can be challenged to some extent as  Nationalism did became more widespread during this time and significant achievements were made by the middle class supporters of Nationalism, as well as those who supported Nationalism for economic reasons. Overall though, there were strong opponents of Nationalism who effectively limited any progress that could be made and the failure of the 1848 revolutionary period, further limited the progress of nationalists at this time.
For the middle class supporters of Nationalism, the period seemed to start off well and it could be argued that the 39 state Bund could have been a force for further unity. The establishment of a Parliament where the delegates from the 39 states could meet created closer unity and a forum where decisions could be agreed. This was seen as being an important achievement as it meant that there would be greater political ties between the different states which for the supporters of nationalism, was a significant step. However, it proved to be nothing more than a talking shop, dominated by Metternich who successfully used it to maintain the independence of the states. Those who supported Nationalism for cultural reasons, also made some progress during this time. The work of poets, writers and thinkers, especially the work of the Grimm Brothers and Beethoven, fostered a pride in what it meant to be German. This was an important achievement as it encouraged a sense of shared identity and influenced the views of middle and upper classes. However, this progress was limited. Cultural nationalism offered little to the masses who were not educated and had littler exposure to the cultural movement. The Cultural movement is said to have lacked direction and as Kerr states was too ‘theoretical and not practical’. To evaluate, the supporters of Nationalism did make some progress at this time. They did generate a sense of identity and pride which was needed for unification to be successful, however, their progress was limited as it didn’t appeal to the masses, as one historian stated, ‘Nationalism, remained largely middle-class before 1848.' This, combined with the issuing of the Carlsbad decrees, effectively limited and suppressed the supporters of Nationalism from 1820 until 1848, so up to that point it could be argued that Nationalism was not that widespread and that little progress was made. 

While the educated middle classes who supported Nationalism, may not have had the greatest impact during this period, the same could not be said for economic nationalism, as in this field the case for a unified Germany, and the evidence of what unification could achieve was being made by businessmen and entrepreneurs, and Prussia was at the head of this movement. The establishment of 5000 km of road and rail links between Prussia’s territories enabled important developments to take place during this time; they stimulated economic growth and enabled the spread of not only goods and economic prosperity, but had also enabled the easier spread of ideas throughout the German states. Perhaps the most significant development during this period was the establishment of the Zollverein which brought the states closer together economically by creating a free trade zone between member states. By 1836 the Zollverein included 25 of the 39 German states and created a free trade area which included 25 million people. This was a significant achievement as it provided the hard evidence required to show that unification would bring prosperity and was so successful that it was seen as a blueprint for future political unification. To evaluate, it is clear that during this time the supporters of nationalism were suppressed in large part by the Bund, and the cultural nationalism was limited to the middle classes, however in the sphere of economic nationalism significant developments were taking place which were laying the ground for future closer ties. The Zollverein was described as being ‘the mighty lever for unification’, which shows clearly the importance of this for the future unification of Germany.

Despite the progress made by the supporters of Nationalism, those who were opposed to unification were too influential for any real progress to be made. Metternich was strongly opposed to unification as he feared it would reduce Austrian power. He used his position to ensure that the Bund was nothing more that a talking shop that would be used to ensure that unification would never happen. He successfully limited the spread of Nationalistic and liberal ideas by issuing the Carlsbad decrees which effectively silenced Nationalism throughout this period. Other opponents such as the Princes’ from the various states also successfully limited nationalist successes. They did help stimulate Nationalism in order to raise an army to defeat Napoleon at the battle of Leipzig. In doing this they helped spread liberal and nationalist ideas. However, their commitment to such sentiments was purely for personal gain and once Napoleon had been defeated they also used the Bund to curtail any progress the Nationalists could make. In evaluation, the opponents of Unification were very successful in limiting the successes and achievements of the Nationalists during this time. Metternich’s influence over the Bund and the self-interest of the individual leaders, hampered their progress and ensured the status quo would remain as expressed in the articles of the Bund, which was to maintain ‘the independence and inviolability of the individual German states’.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The failure of the revolutionary period of 1848 also restricted the extent to which the nationalists achieved their aims. The revolutionary period led to the establishment of the Frankfurt Parliament which made the important decision that a future Germany would be kleindeutsch. This was significant as it meant Austria would not be part of any future united Germany. However the Frankfurt Parliament failed to deliver on much of its early potential. It took too long to make decisions and didn’t have an army to enforce the decisions it did make. In evaluation of the 1848-50 revolutionary period, it is clear that by 1850 the Nationalists hadn’t achieved their ultimate goal of a unified Germany.  Although their ideas had become more widespread and politically significant achievements, such as the Kleindeutsch decision had been made, ultimately the Frankfurt Parliament was disbanded and by 1850, the Bund was re-established as the parliament for the 39 states, and Austria with its resistance to Nationalists demands was back in control by the time this decision was made.  
In conclusion it is clear that although important progress had been made by the Nationalists during this time, their ultimate goal of a unified Germany had not been achieved. On the one hand, Prussia now had a constitution which had made some concessions to liberal demands, however the Bund still remained in 1850, with Austria still in control.  The Romantic Movement had made some progress with the promotion of a shared identity and consciousness, however this was limited to the middle classes and didn’t appeal to the masses. On the one hand, the most significant developments had clearly been made economically, through the Zollverein, which had brought closer ties between most of the German states and was providing the clear evidence required that Germany would be much stronger united. On the other hand though the opponents of Nationalism were still too powerful for there to be any hope of the nationalist to achieve their goals at this stage. Overall, it is clear that while some progress had been made by the nationalists in terms of achieving some of their aims, ultimately the failure of the revolutionary period and the self-interest of the individual leaders meant that much of the progress that had been made was undone.

