The Nazis seized control over Germany in 1933 and remained in power until the end of WW2. The coming to power of Hitler and Nazi’s would end the democracy in Germany that had been established during the Weimar Republic. Fear and State Terror was the most important factor in the survival of the Nazi state. However, others factors were also important such as the speed with which they established a totalitarian state as well as their economic policies. Their extraordinary use of propaganda also played an important part.
Fear and state terror was the most important factor in the survival of the Nazi state. Hitler intimidated Germans forcing them to adopt a Nazi lifestyle. The Gestapo were the secret police who spied on Germans and the Waffen SS were the armed SS who performed the roles of running concentration camps and were responsible for the ‘Final Solution’ – the extermination of Jews. Anyone who appeared to oppose the regime was sent to concentration camps, where the conditions were terrible. This was important in the survival of the Nazi regime because the German public were left terrified and so they kept quiet in case they offended the regime and became a victim of the Gestapo and the SS. The Third Reich was commonly referred to as the ‘SS state’ as there were thousands of office employees who belonged to the general SS and hundreds of highly placed officials who belonged to the Honorary SS. Therefore the Third Reich was strictly controlled by the SS, which terrorised the public as they were constantly under surveillance, making them too afraid to speak out or oppose the regime, which helped Hitler to remain in power for so many years. However, there is evidence that far from being coerced into supporting the regime, large sections of the population in fact eagerly supported it and were willing to work as paid spies in factories and public spaces. Overall though, despite evidence of some collusion with the regime, fear and state terrorism was the most important factor which kept them in power. A fact recognised by Hitler himself who stated, “terrorism is the best political weapon for nothing drives people harder that a fear of sudden death.”
In addition to fear and state terror, the establishment of a totalitarian state also allowed the Nazi state to survive. When Hitler came to power he introduced laws which eliminated the Reichstag, all political parties and trade unions. The process of co-ordination also eliminated any anti-Nazi influence from all levels of government and public life. All of this was important in the survival of the Nazi state because there was no opportunity for Germans to oppose the regime in elections or on any other level. However, some historians question the effects of Hitler’s control over Germany as there were some groups who did make their opposition clear, in particular youth groups such as the White Rose, who published leaflets and pamphlets criticising the regime. Overall, while there may have been pockets of resistance to the Nazis, the establishment of the totalitarian state built by Hitler left no room for the expression of opposition, a view supported by historian J Noakes who argues: “political opinion did not exist in the third Reich.” However, it was fear of the consequences of opposing the regime, as evidenced by the brutal executions of the members of the White Rose, which largely silenced the German public. 

The successes of Hitler’s economic policies also contributed to maintaining the Nazi state. Hitler’s Keynesian policy of public spending on autobahns, public stadiums and new schools and hospitals helped create thousands of jobs. This was important to the survival of the Nazi state because by 1939 there was virtually no unemployment in Germany which made many people support the regime because it was providing the economic stability that they felt the Weimar Republic hadn’t provided. Hitler set up the Beauty of Work to help get people to support their economic policies by providing better facilities at work. Hitler also set up ‘Strength through Joy’ which provided affordable leisure activities such as concerts, day trips and holidays. This was important to the survival of the Nazi state because life had improved for many which helped keep the Nazis popular which enabled Hitler to rule for so many years. However, other historians believe that the economic success was a myth as evidence suggests that unemployment would have risen again and there would be rising inflation due to the government spending more than it was earning. To evaluate, Hitler’s economic policies were clearly important in the survival of the Nazi state as German people had jobs and security which made them more supportive of the regime. However, the fact that they were even spied upon in the workplace by the Gestapo would suggest that fear was still the most important factor as ordinary Germans were reluctant to express views about their job conditions or wages for fear of the consequences.
The sophisticated use of propaganda under Dr Goebbels also enabled him to stay in power. To ensure that everyone adopted the Nazi lifestyle mass rallies were held at Nuremberg which were impressive and emphasised militarism. The mass media such as films, newspapers, and radio were all subject to censorship. The messages that they carried all had to reflect the beliefs of the Nazis. All of this was essential to the survival of the Nazi state and it meant that the German public were only hearing one message all of which was aimed at convincing them of the successes that Hitler had achieved. This view is supported by Albert Speer who stated that the Nazis ensured that “80 million were deprived of independent thought.” However, while the use of propaganda was very effective when reinforcing existing views held by the German people, it is argued that it was less effective when trying to produce a new value system, with the older generation remaining loyal to their traditional working class societies. Overall though propaganda was very important in the survival of the Nazi regime.  Hitler was seen as a force for national unity and the youth of Germany largely embraced the propaganda message as this was the group targeted by the regime the most. However, underpinning all of this was fear and state terrorism; propaganda convinced many to support Hitler, but fear and the constant presence of the SS is what kept them silent and unwilling to challenge the regime.
In conclusion, there were many factors which enabled the Nazi regime to survive, but fear and state terrorism was the most important. While the establishment of the totalitarian regime effectively ended any opposition, it was fear of the consequences of speaking out which kept the people compliant. Propaganda was also extremely important as control of all aspects of the media, effectively meant that the people were being brainwashed into supporting the regime. However this propaganda was most effective with sections of society such as the young, whereas everyone was influenced by the fear that existed through living in a police state. Economic policies were also important as many celebrated the jobs that they now had and were supportive of the regime for providing that stability, but the extent to which people were really happy is difficult to gauge as they didn’t have trade unions and couldn’t go on strike. Overall fear was the most factor for the survival of the Nazi state as the constant presence of the SS and Gestapo meant the German public were too scared to speak out against the regime as they feared arrest, torture and being sent to the Concentration Camps. Fear silenced dissent and enabled the regime to survive.
