Homework 1: Feudalism - Making a Charter
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[image: ]If a Noble was given land from the King it was written down in a Charter.

  It looked like the one on the left.

The Charter was proof that the land was yours. 

It set out who gave the land to you and what you had to do in return.


  
 
Imagine you are William Wallace. You have been given the land of Elderslie by your feudal lord. 

· Collect a piece of white paper from your teacher. 

· Take it home, rub it with a cold, damp teabag and tear the ends of it to make it look old and worn.

· Leave it to dry.

· Once it has dried, compose the Charter by copying and completing the passage below onto it.

· Use the diagram on the following page to help you.


I, W_____, Lord of R_____, do grant Sir W_____ W_____ all of the lands of E_____ in the Shire of R______.
Sir W______ is now to have all the rents in c___ from the p_____ who live on the land. In addition they are to work for 20 days each year on Sir W_____ land. In return, Sir W_____ is to serve in his Lord’s a____ when called.

This Charter is given at my castle of Dundonald on the 28th day of August in the year of our lord 1284 in the reign of A____ King of Scotland.

						Witnesses    _______________
							          _______________

The Feudal System in Renfrewshire

KNIGHTS – 
Sir William Wallace of Elderslie
RENT IN
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ON LAND
LAND AND
PROTECTION
NOBLES – 
Walter, Lord of Renfrew
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Alexander III
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