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SOURCE A is about emigration from the Highlands in the mid-nineteenth century.

SOURCE A


The 'clearances' of the 1840s and early 1850s were intended to remove people who were so poor that the landowners could not support them.  They were told that they would have a far better chance of surviving outside Scotland than by staying at home.  The landowners found it cheaper to pay for the transport of their tenants across the Atlantic or even to Australia where grants of free land could be obtained.


Q.1
Explain the reasons why many Highlanders emigrated during the period 1830-1900. 

 (Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is evidence from the Parliamentary Select Committee on Emigration, 1841.

SOURCE B


The Committee heard that between 45-80,000 people in the West Highlands of Scotland were surplus to the country's needs, and that £70,000 was needed in the winter of 1836-37 to feed and clothe them.  The Committee believed the best solution was for the Government to help finance mass emigration to Canada with checks to stop the population increasing again.

SOURCE C is from the Report from the Parliamentary Committee on Emigration, 1890.

SOURCE C

Ronald Munro Ferguson, M.P objected to government-assisted emigration and argued that the highlands had already lost too many of the best people.  He said, "The weak and the poor remained at home; the strong and healthy left".  He thought government money should be spent on extending forests, constructing harbours near fishing grounds and improving transport to provide employment in the highlands.  


Q.2
Compare the attitudes to highland emigration in SOURCE B and SOURCE C. (Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)

Q.3
Explain the reasons why many people in the nineteenth century believed that emigration was good for Scotland?
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